James 4:4-6
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS HAVE NO BUSINESS FOOLING AROUND

Worldly affections are confronted and condemned as spiritual
adultery (4:4)

“You adulterous people!”
!

The charge James levels is direct, applying to many in the churches he addresses.

!

“adulterous people” - literally means adulteresses
!

The context in verses 1-3 and beyond refers to the general populous of these churches whose pursuit of
satisfaction and delight have drifted from God to various worldly and self-serving pursuits.

!

The background for the people of God being confronted for being spiritual adulteresses is found in several
Old Testament passage, particularly the prophets.

!

!

Isaiah 1:21

!

Jeremiah 3:20

The people of God in the New Covenant need to understand the significance of the covenant they
make with the Lord.
!

Mark 8:34–38

Worldly affections are confronted and condemned as spiritual
adultery (4:4)

!

Many people in the churches James writes are guilty of committing spiritual adultery by seeking
delight and satisfaction in things that are not Christ-centered and God-exalting.
!

!

Matthew 6:24

Any idol can be flirtatious, but the captivation and satisfaction idols provide is what earns you the
title of adulteress.

“Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?”
!

The things on earth that create insensitivity to, and distraction from, the affection and devotion
you are to have for Jesus, are the friends you value.

!

“world” - refers to the “system of human existence in its many aspects” (BAGD)
!

Being worldly means you have an attitude toward aspects of either the physical or the social world that
puts it in the place of God.
!

!

Ephesians 2:1–3

Worldliness is about feelings and self-centered validation, not biblical truth and direction.

Worldly affections are confronted and condemned as spiritual
adultery (4:4)

“friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world
makes himself an enemy of God.”
!

If you cater to the feelings and loyalties of the world, you are not a “weak Christian” or a
“compromising Christian,” you are an enemy of God.

!

Those who persist in their friendship with the world are likely without saving grace, in spite of their
claims to faith.
!

1 John 2:15–17

Scripture gives the promise and hope that restoration is possible
(4:5-6)

Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that
he has made to dwell in us”?
5

!

To what Old Testament Scripture is James referring?

!

The reference is likely to a theme presented in Old Testament Scripture concerning the just
jealousy of God over His covenant people.
!

Exodus 20:4-5

!

Exodus 34:14

!

Zechariah 8:2

!

Our God is a jealous God, demanding complete and unwavering devotion from the people He
has called to Himself.

!

God demands our faithful loyalty, and as God, He has every right to do so.

Scripture gives the promise and hope that restoration is possible
(4:5-6)

6

But he gives more grace.

!

God’s grace is more than adequate to provide us what we need to live with consistent loving
loyalty to our God.
!

Romans 5:20

!

Lamentations 3:19–23

Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
!

This is a specific quote from the Old Testament.
!

!

Proverbs 3:33–34

Humble dependence is the only path to victory in Jesus.

Questions to Consider

!

In what ways has your heart been unfaithful to your Lord and Savior?

!

Are you willing to seek His forgiveness and plead for Him to provide you
with a spirit of repentance?

!

Will you take God at His word and believe He will provide all the grace
necessary to turn your heart from the world to Him?

!

Will you humbly renew your covenant with your God today?
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