
James 2:18-19
THE BIBLICAL UNION OF FAITH AND WORKS 



Faith and works do not function separately in the church (2:18) 

“But someone will say” 
! James presents an argument that at least some in the churches he is writing would espouse.  

“You have faith and I have works.” 
! The quote shows an objection to unifying faith and works in the life of a follower of Jesus.  
! Such a conclusion could come from a categorical misunderstanding and application of spiritual gifts. 

! The Apostle Paul instructed the church in Corinth about the various manifestations of spiritual gifts in a body of 
Christ. 

! 1 Corinthians 12:7–11  

! The faulty understanding is that some in the church are gifted with faith and others are gifted with works.  

! The quote represents a faulty idea that faith and works can function separately in the church.



Faith and works do not function separately in the church (2:18) 

“Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”  
! Anyone who says they have faith needs to be able to demonstrate the reality of it in some 

manner. 
! Beliefs that have no bearing on behavior or function make no sense. 
! Anyone claiming to have faith that is not producing observable obedience and acts of 

mercy does not have true faith. 
! What James teaches in not a contradiction of what the Apostle Paul teaches. 

! Galatians 3:2–3 



Faith and works do not function separately in the church (2:18) 

! There is no justification by the works of the Law, but all those justified by faith will 
demonstrate the reality of that faith by the expression of works. 
! Galatians 5:2–6  

! Demanding Jewish Law-keeping causes one to fall away from the unmerited mercy of 
God in the gospel of Jesus. 

! But that doesn’t mean faith can remain fruitless. 
! Faith will work through love – transformed love for God and love for others.



Faith is more than the affirmation of God’s existence (2:19) 

“You believe that God is one; you do well.” 
! James addresses the claim that belief in the biblical truth of monotheism is credible as 

saving faith. 
! The Old Testament affirms the truth that God is one – monotheism vs. polytheism. 

! Deuteronomy 6:4  

! The New Testament affirms monotheism with the further enlightenment that the One God 
manifests Himself in three Persons – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

! Monotheism is taught by Jesus as He quotes from the Old Testament. 
! Mark 12:28–30 



Faith is more than the affirmation of God’s existence (2:19) 

! The Trinity implied in the Old Testament is revealed in the New Testament. 
! John 1:1  
! Hebrews 1:8-9 

! Matthew 28:18–20  

! The position James takes is that someone can hold to a biblical understanding of Trinitarian 
Monotheism – God is one. 

! Such a belief is good as far as it goes, but it does not go far enough.



Faith is more than the affirmation of God’s existence (2:19) 

“Even the demons believe – and shudder!” 
! What the Bible declares about the Oneness of the Triune God is something the demons 

believe to be true.  
! Yet today, just as in the day of James, people claim that an unfruitful faith is still saving faith 

and they use passages like the following to support their point. 
! John 3:16  
! Acts 16:31  

! The idea that faith can be real and yet fruitless is foreign to what the New Testament 
teaches about saving faith. 
! Matthew 7:15–21  
! Matthew 13:23 



Faith is more than the affirmation of God’s existence (2:19) 

! True faith will produce true observable works. 
! The teaching here is not that God has His part in our salvation and we have our part. 
! God comes to all those He saves with the transformation of will and ability. 

! Philippians 2:12–13  

! The connection James makes with the faith of demons is not a complement, but a word of 
warning and condemnation.  
! True believers will fear the Lord more than demons and will give evidence of that fear with 

reverent obedience and loving acts of mercy. 
! James 1:22 



Questions to Consider

! In what ways have you denied the importance of fruitfulness in 
your Christian life? 

! How do you see your faith producing works? 
! Why is it foolish to assure yourself of a proper standing before 

God because your beliefs and doctrine are accurate? 
! If the perception of God by demons causes them to shudder 

what should the perception of God be producing in your life?
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