James 2:1-7
CHURCHES HONORING THE ESTEEMED OF SOCIETY ARE UNWISE

Showing favoritism in the church is evil (2:1-4)
My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.
! When we are walking with humble trust and devotion to our Lord Jesus Christ, self-centered
discrimination and partiality make no sense.
! Making worldly assessments of people is another way being double-minded makes itself known.
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!

The purpose of the church is to magnify Jesus as the Lord of righteousness and gracious provider of
gospel hope.
!

!

Churches are to trust the ministry of the promised Holy Spirit.
!

!

John 1:14
John 16:7–11

God uses our humble realizations to shine the light of gospel truth onto the hearts of unbelievers,
exposing them to the call of the gospel.
!

1 Corinthians 14:24–25

The people of the church should not be swayed by impressive men and women among them.
! The presence the church should be swayed by is the presence of Jesus through the power of the Holy
Spirit.
!

Showing favoritism in the church is evil (2:1-4)
For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a
poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who
wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor
man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made
distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?
! James is probably challenging actual scenarios in their churches.
! James gives an account of the wealthy and well-attired receiving preferential
treatment over the poor and shoddily clothed.
! We all battle the temptation to show favoritism in one way or another.
! Connecting with and helping those outside our comfort zone is seldom convenient.
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Showing favoritism in the church is evil (2:1-4)
“You sit here in a good place….You stand over there….sit down at my feet.”
! Such discrimination is a violation of biblical principles.
Proverbs 16:19
! Proverbs 17:5
!

!
!

Through self-centered and worldly motivations, they diminish the dishonor and division
this causes in the church (“have you not then made distinctions among yourselves”).
“judges with evil thoughts” - they pursue a path of worldly favor instead of trusting the
truth and ways of God

Seeking the favor of those who exploit the
people of God is foolish (2:5-7)
Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be
rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?
! It is rarely the power brokers of society that populate Christ-centered churches.
! Pursuing and appeasing the high and mighty, while dismissing the lowly and weak, is
not following the heart of God.
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!

!

Luke 4:18

It isn’t that there aren’t any who have means and power, but the focus of God’s
electing grace is the lowly of this world.
1 Corinthians 1:26-27
! James 1:9-10
!

!

For people in the church to disregard and disparage the poor is contrary to the
purpose of God’s gospel grace.

Seeking the favor of those who exploit the
people of God is foolish (2:5-7)
But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you,
and the ones who drag you into court?
! By honoring the rich they insult and shame the poor among them.
! The poor are powerless to defend themselves in their day-to-day world and now they
are being diminished in their church by those who are to love and value them.
! Seeking the good graces of the rich dishonors the good graces God has provided the
poor among them.
7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?
! By degrading the followers of Jesus, the rich are blaspheming the Lord who called
them.
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!

Acts 9:4

When they take advantage of the poor in society and then abuse them in the courts,
they are doing these things to the Lord.

Questions to Consider

!
!

!
!

Why is humility so important for the function of a local church?
What are some examples of how you value your brothers and sisters in
Christ and experience the benefit of gospel grace they have that
enriches your soul?
In what ways do you find yourself pursuing safety and security in
connection with people of worldly means and power?
How do you think you can do a better job of showing interest in and
caring for your brothers and sisters in Christ at Nor’wood?
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