
2 Corinthians 10:1-6
The steady resolve of faithful soldiers of Jesus Christ 



Christ-centered graciousness should not 
be misconstrued as powerlessness (1-2)
1 I, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ—I who am humble when face to face 
with you, but bold toward you when I am away!—  

Out of love and concern for followers of Jesus in Corinth, 
Paul earnestly encourages them to return to gospel truth 
with humility and dependence. 

Paul appeals to them in the meek and gentle character of Jesus. 
Matthew 11:29–30



Christ-centered graciousness should not 
be misconstrued as powerlessness (1-2)

Paul’s opponents accused him of being unassertive in 
person, but commanding in his written addresses to the 
congregation.  

Itinerate teachers in the first century were marked by a 
commanding presence and an air of superiority. 
Salvation by God’s grace in Jesus transformed Paul from an 
arrogant and aggressive Pharisee to a humble and dependent 
representative of Jesus.  

1 Corinthians 2:1–5 



Christ-centered graciousness should not 
be misconstrued as powerlessness (1-2)
2 I beg of you that when I am present I may not have to show boldness 
with such confidence as I count on showing against some who suspect 
us of walking according to the flesh. 

Paul pleads with the church in Corinth to turn away from giving place 
to egomaniacs. 
Paul intends to defend the truth of the gospel as one commissioned 
to humbly champion the cause of Christ. 

Paul is willing to display resolute directness as an unwavering advocate of 
gospel truth. 

1 Corinthians 4:18–21



Christ-centered graciousness should not 
be misconstrued as powerlessness (1-2)

What Paul plans to put on display is not personal power, but a 
demonstration of the Holy Spirit’s power to bring people under 
conviction of gospel truth. 
The Holy Spirit’s power either drives people to their knees in humble 
dependence or He exposes the deceived deceivers for who they 
really are so they can be dealt with accordingly. 
Gospel life and ministry is the work of God, not the work of man and 
we must live and minister like we believe it. 

2 Corinthians 13:3–4 



Divine power is supplied to establish truth 
and expose disobedience (3-5)
3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war 
according to the flesh. 

Paul makes the point that his sanctification has yet to be 
completed and his earthly body has natural characteristics.  
But his life and ministry are not limited to the powers of the 
flesh. 
For the glory of God and the good of the church, 
erroneous ideas and teaching about the gospel must be 
corrected.



Divine power is supplied to establish truth 
and expose disobedience (3-5)
4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but 
have divine power to destroy strongholds. 

Paul went to war with the world the flesh and the devil 
armed with supernatural power. 
The promises and the presence of God are available so 
that we are equipped to go to war and overrun the 
bastions of the flesh and the devil. 

The truths and principles of Scripture are not just information for your mind; 
they have supernatural power to liberate the people of God. 
John 8:31–32 



Divine power is supplied to establish truth 
and expose disobedience (3-5)
5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 
against the knowledge of God,  

The strongholds of earthbound thought and man-centered 
justifications are overcome by the Holy Spirit’s illumination 
and application of biblical truth. 
The battle with human reason, human feelings and human 
justification is a fierce battle. 

Romans 1:21–22 
1 Corinthians 3:18–20  

In the truth and strength God supplies the battle can be won.



Divine power is supplied to establish truth 
and expose disobedience (3-5)

and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 
Our disobedience is characterized by striving for man-centered 
independence. 
Our obedience will be characterized by recognizing our humble 
dependence on God’s gospel grace that bears the fruit of joy as 
we walk in the truth. 
We should be encouraging others to do the same.



Divine power is supplied to establish truth 
and expose disobedience (3-5)
6 being ready to punish every disobedience, when your 
obedience is complete.  

Once the teachable are walking together in the pathway 
of truth, those who persist in error will be exposed. 
Paul intends for the church to validate gospel truth and 
join him in exposing the man-centered errors of the false 
teachers and their followers. 
In Christ-exalting unity, the church is to contend for the 
faith.



Questions to Consider

Are you diligent to encourage your brothers and sisters in 
Christ to walk in humble dependence on Jesus? 
Do you stir up your brothers and sisters in Christ to love 
and good deeds without stirring up dissension? 
Are you consistently living your Christian life and 
engaging in gospel ministry utilizing the arsenal of 
supernatural weapons God’s has graciously made 
available to you?
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