
2 Corinthians 10:7-12

Ways to see gospel life and ministry 
become both humble and helpful 



�
“7 Look at what is before your eyes.” 
� Paul encourages the people of the church in Corinth to put aside the 

negative assessments made by his critical opponents. 
� Many times slander is the vocalization of assumptions and 

unsubstantiated conclusions expressed by opinionated critics. 
� Proverbs 18:8 

� Too often negative assessments are left unchallenged and 
assumed to be true.  

� Paul wants the Corinthians to look at the facts about his life and 
ministry. 
� Proverbs 18:17 

Identify with the faith of others and work  
hard to help them develop in the faith (7-8)



�
“If anyone is confident that he is Christ’s, let him remind himself that just as he is 
Christ’s, so also are we.” 
� The opponents of Paul thought of themselves as superior to Paul and 

everyone else. 
� Truth is, there is no special or inside track for certain followers of Jesus. 

� 2 Corinthians 1:21–22  
� We are all in this walk with Jesus together and no one should boast of 

superiority over others. 
� We all walk together with Jesus and no one should be disheartened because 

of weaknesses, frailties or histories of sinfulness. 
� We are to come before God and one another in the power and work of Jesus 

Christ.

Identify with the faith of others and work  
hard to help them develop in the faith (7-8)



�
“8 For even if I boast a little too much of our authority, which the Lord gave for building 
you up and not for destroying you, I will not be ashamed.” 
� Paul is confident of the foundational role the Lord entrusts to him as an 

Apostle of Jesus Christ. 
� Even his apostolic role and authority is not for personal exaltation. 
� Paul’s purpose is to establish churches and build the people of the church 

up in the faith for the glory of God and the good of one another. 
� Romans 14:19  
� Romans 15:2  

� These opponents of Paul and his associates assert themselves as abundantly 
qualified leaders who assume prominence in the church by diminishing 
others. 

� The fact that Paul refuses to use others as a means of self-promotion is to him 
no cause of shame. 

Identify with the faith of others and work  
hard to help them develop in the faith (7-8)



�
“9 I do not want to appear to be frightening you with my letters.” 
� Paul is not writing to give them the impression that they 

should be afraid of him. 
� Worldly ways and man-centered approaches to life and 

ministry do not bode well for them. 
� They should not avoid man-centeredness because there is 

something about Paul they should fear, but because of the 
gospel path the Lord establishes.

Be consistent in word and deed (9-11)



�
10 For they say, “His letters are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is 
weak, and his speech of no account.” 

� The opponents of Paul (“they”) view his ministry and their ministry 
through a man-centered lens. 

� They evaluate Paul with hearts of comparative condemnation. 
� We would do well to avoid evaluating anyone who ministers to us 

using worldly standards. 
� Faithful communicators and servants of truth and grace can come to us 

in the most unimpressive forms and bless us abundantly. 
� Humble hearts are the best receivers of the truth and grace that flows 

from humble servants!

Be consistent in word and deed (9-11)



�
“11 Let such a person understand that what we say by letter when absent, 
we do when present.” 
� Paul’s message does not change depending on the form of his 

address (i.e. written or verbal). 
� When Paul writes, he shares gospel truth trusting the Spirit of God to 

illuminate and apply it to the hearts of those in need. 
� When Paul shares gospel truth in person, even though his personal 

presence and communication skill may be far from elite, he trusts the 
Spirit of God to illuminate and apply it to the hearts of those in need. 

� We must learn to trust God to empower us in all the various ways 
we share truth. 

� We must trust the power of God to make it come home to the hearts 
of those who receive it.

Be consistent in word and deed (9-11)



�
“12 Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those 
who are commending themselves.”  
� Paul’s defense of his manner of sharing gospel truth should 

not be misconstrued as a comparative expression of self-
commendation. 
� Paul is not comparing his skills and approach to their skills and 

approach. 
� Paul is resting on the grace of God that empowers him and also 

opens the hearts of others.

Avoid foolish self-glorification that is 
 the result of competing with others (12)



�
“But when they measure themselves by one another and compare 
themselves with one another, they are without understanding.” 
� Man-centered evaluations of people and servants of God place 

people on a scale of human ability and achievement. 
� Acts 20:32  

� Paul gives no indication effective ministry is accomplished by a 
combination of God’s resources and the resources of men and 
women. 

� Paul commends ministers to the power of God and the gospel truth 
of God’s unmerited favor, which does the work of God to the glory 
of God.

Avoid foolish self-glorification that is 
 the result of competing with others (12)



�
� Are you diligent about connecting with others in the church 

for the express purpose of mutual edification? 
� How well are you trusting God to help you share truth with 

others? 
� How well are you trusting God to help that truth come home 

to their hearts? 
� Does your heart rely on the power of God’s grace or on the 

achievements of men and women?

Questions to Consider
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