
2 Corinthians 10:13-18
God empowers all His people to do His work for His 
glory 



Affirm the grace of God where it leads you (13-14) 

13 But we will not boast beyond limits, but will boast only with 
regard to the area of influence God assigned to us, to reach even to 
you. 
• Paul and his associates are concentrating on the area of ministry 

responsibility God entrusted to their care. 
• Their focus was on the task God assigned to them. 
• There was no thought of competing, but being faithful to what God 

called them to do. 
• There is no thought of self-glory, but only glorifying God and loving 

people with gospel truth. 
• 1 Corinthians 3:5–9 

• When divisive competition starts the glory of God is replaced by the 
glory of man. 
• 1 Corinthians 3:3–4 



Affirm the grace of God where it leads you (13-14) 
14 For we are not overextending ourselves, as though we did not reach you.  
• The ministry they have in Corinth is not something others established. 
• The church they are caring for is the church entrusted to them by the 

grace of God. 
For we were the first to come all the way to you with the gospel of Christ. 
• God graciously set captives of sin and Satan free and church in the name 

of Jesus Christ was birthed.  
• Romans 15:17–18  

• Those who are in rivalry with Paul appeal to their credentials and 
impressive speaking skills. 

• Paul can affirm the grace of God that equipped them and called people 
out of darkness in Corinth.



Affirm the grace of God where it leads you (13-14) 

Application: 
• Fix your attention on what God has enabled you to do. 
• God has put truth in your heart and life through learning and 

experience.  
• God has put love in your heart to care for and serve others in 

the light of that gospel truth.



Taking credit for work done by others is inappropriate (15-16)

15 We do not boast beyond limit in the labors of others.  
• When the critics of Paul surfaced in Corinth, they took credit 

for ministry they had not done. 
• Paul never denied or diminished the work of others for the 

sake of personal recognition. 
• The teaching of Jesus tells us to affirm the grace of God that 

has been poured out before us through the ministry of others. 
• John 4:35–38



Taking credit for work done by others is inappropriate (15-16)

But our hope is that as your faith increases, our area of 
influence among you may be greatly enlarged, 16 so that 
we may preach the gospel in lands beyond you, without 
boasting of work already done in another’s area of 
influence. 
• What Paul and his fellow workers have done in Corinth, 

they want to do elsewhere. 
• They want to continue going into regions where the gospel of 

Jesus has never been shared. 
• Romans 15:24  

• They also want the Corinthians to support them in task of 
spreading the gospel.



Taking credit for work done by others is inappropriate (15-16)

Application: 
• Be thankful for those who have gone before you and 

labored faithfully. 
• Servants of Jesus and others are not in competition for 

recognition. 
• God wants to use you and He wants to use others to help 

you help others.



Keep the glory of the Lord central and trust the Lord for the best 
outcome (17-18)
17 “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
• Paul is thankful and affirming of all that the Lord has 

accomplished through him. 
• Jeremiah 9:23–24  

• Paul works hard, but his ability to be fruitful is provided 
by God and so the glory is God’s. 
• 1 Corinthians 15:10



Keep the glory of the Lord central and trust the Lord for the best 
outcome (17-18)

18 For it is not the one who commends himself who is 
approved, but the one whom the Lord commends. 
• Paul is willing to let the work God empowers and blesses 

speak for itself. 
• The commendation of the Lord is on all who serve in a Christ-

centered and others-oriented manner. 
• Romans 12:3 

• By divine direction and provision each member of the church 
engages in shared ministry for the glory of God and the common 
good of one another. 

• God’s grace also supplies each member of His church the ability to 
make vital connection in mutual ministry where each one is enabled 
to serve and each one is in need of being served.



Questions to Consider

• Are you affirming the grace of God as He leads you or 
are you distracted by accomplishments and failures of 
others? 
• Are you genuinely thankful for those who have gone 

before you and labored faithfully? 
• Do you keep the glory of the Lord central in life, 

ministry and circumstances? 
• Are you willing to let the work God empowers and 

blesses speak for itself?
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