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When sin persists, restorative  
confrontation is necessary (13:1-3a)

1 This is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge must be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses 
• Charges about the conduct of others will need the backing of two 

to three people who can validate the accusations. 
• Deuteronomy 19:15 

• If sinful and unbiblical behavior can be substantiated, corrective 
measures will be taken (i.e. Matthew 18:15-17). 

• Private subversiveness and sinfulness will be brought into the open 
before the church when Paul arrives.



When sin persists, restorative  
confrontation is necessary (13:1-3a)

2 I warned those who sinned before and all others, and I warn them 
now while absent, as I did when present on my second visit, that if I 
come again I will not spare them— 
• He has addressed their sin openly in letter, in person and with 

personal representatives like Timothy and Titus. 
• Those who refuse to change their sinful and selfish ways will be 

openly called to account.



When sin persists, restorative  
confrontation is necessary (13:1-3a)

3 since you seek proof that Christ is speaking in me. 
• Some have questioned Paul’s connection with and representation 

of Jesus Christ. 
• Paul is committed to putting the truth he learned from Jesus into 

practice. 
• Paul confronts sin and selfishness in the power and presence of Jesus. 
• Matthew 18:15–20 
• 1 Corinthians 5:1–5  

• Those who love the truth and ways of Jesus will not let sin and 
selfishness abide in their lives or in the church.



Power for confrontation and restoration is  
realized through the resurrected Jesus (13:3b-4)

He is not weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you.  
• Paul came to Corinth sharing the gospel and by a miracle of 

gospel grace a church was formed and abides there. 
• The people in the church have seen the evidence of the power of 

gospel transformation in their lives. 
• 2 Corinthians 5:17 

• Jesus has displayed gospel power among them. 
• Jesus will continue to display gospel power among them. 
• Philippians 1:6 



Power for confrontation and restoration is  
realized through the resurrected Jesus (13:3b-4)

For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. 
• Paul draws parallels with his life and the life of Jesus Christ. 
• Jesus was crucified, which looks like His life and ministry were a failure. 
• But crucifixion and resurrection were God’s saving purpose. 
For we also are weak in him, but in dealing with you we will live with him by 
the power of God. 
• Paul does not come to the table with impressive fleshly skills and abilities. 
• The power of God that resurrected Jesus is the power of God operating in 

Paul and Paul is confident God will accomplish his gospel purpose in 
Corinth for God’s glory.



The power of Jesus is observably evident in  
and through the lives of His followers (13:5-6)

Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. 
• Paul asks them to look for evidence of gospel faith and life. 
• Coming to the end of self and trusting Jesus for life and hope before 

God is what the gospel is all about.  
• Human performance and one-upmanship are opposed to the gospel. 

Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that 
Jesus Christ is in you? —unless indeed you fail to meet the test! 
• If they see humble dependence and obedience, this is the 

evidence of Christ in them. 
• If they do not see humble dependence and obedience they fail 

the test.



The power of Jesus is observably evident in  
and through the lives of His followers (13:5-6)

I hope you will find out that we have not failed the test. 
• People need to take their eyes off of men and women and start 

focusing on Jesus. 
• Comparative condemnation will rob them of fulfillment and satisfaction 

in Jesus. 
• It will also rob them of appreciating the gospel-centered ministry of 

others. 
• If the Corinthian church stands firm in the faith they should be 

thankful to God for inspiring Paul to go there and share the truth 
with them and continuing to do so.



Questions to Consider 

• If you see sin persisting in a brother or sister in Christ are you willing 
to lovingly engaging in restorative confrontation? 

• How open would you be to someone confronting you? 
• Regarding walking in the truth, are you more focused on personal 

determination or the power of the indwell presence of Jesus in 
your life and in your church?  

• When you examine yourself in the light of Scripture, do you pass 
the test by seeing consistent evidence of the power of the 
indwelling presence of Jesus?
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