
1 Peter 2:24-25
The work of Jesus changes everything for His followers



The grace coming from the  
crucifixion of Jesus is life changing (2:24)

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,”
• Jesus is aided by no one as the sin bearer, including the sinner.
• This verse makes the reality of sin very personal and overwhelmingly awful.
• There is a biblical sense in which we can say Jesus died for us corporately.

• Acts 20:28
• But the death of Jesus for you is very personal.
• Your sin and selfishness is such an offense to God and His standard of righteousness, that if you were the 

only sinner on earth, Jesus would have to die on the cross in the very same manner.
• Romans 3:10–11
• Romans 3:22–25

• Pastor Timothy Keller, “The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared 
believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.”



The grace coming from the  
crucifixion of Jesus is life changing (2:24)

• “on the tree” - the wooden cross that held Him 
• Galatians 3:13 
• The cross became the alter and Jesus as the Lamb of God was offered on it.
• Jesus is acknowledged as the sacrificial Lamb of God at the outset of His public 

ministry by John the Baptist.
• John 1:29

• The offering of Jesus on the cross was the sacrifice to end all sacrifices.
• Hebrews 7:27 

• The redeeming work of Jesus pays the penalty for our sin bringing cleansing and 
forgiveness for our sins.



The grace coming from the  
crucifixion of Jesus is life changing (2:24)

“that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.”
• The old rule and reign of sin is overthrown and the rule and reign of 

righteousness is established.
• Romans 6:1–4

• New life in Jesus awakens new desires for truth and righteousness.
• Ephesians 4:22–24



The grace coming from the  
crucifixion of Jesus is life changing (2:24)

By his wounds you have been healed.

• The wounds of Jesus summarize the suffering Jesus experienced at the time of His 
crucifixion.
• Peter is once again drawing from the prophecy of Isaiah about the suffering Messiah.
• Isaiah 53:5 

• In this context, the healing primarily relates to healing from the impact of sin.
• In the context of Jesus’ healing ministry, the quote from Isaiah refers to Jesus ability 

to heal the sickness and disease of people.
• Matthew 8:17 

• There is healing in the atonement, both spiritual and physical. 



The care of Jesus the Shepherd  
is reassuring and dependable (2:25)

“For you were straying like sheep,”
• Peter is describing the conduct of people before they were rescued by Jesus.
• Those outside of Jesus Christ are not guided by the truth and they wander about 

with earthbound goals and purpose, pushing down the truth of God and 
accountability to God.
• Romans 1:18–20

• Like sheep with senseless curiosity, people of this earth go their own way and are 
threatened by danger and destruction that they are incapable of handling.
• Isaiah 53:6



The care of Jesus the Shepherd  
is reassuring and dependable (2:25)

“but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” 
• What is needed is the Shepherd and Overseer to find them and bring 

them into the fold.
• John 10:14–16

• When His wandering sheep are found, they turn from sin and 
selfishness to Jesus, walking in His truth and righteousness.
• All followers of Jesus who function as servants, students, employees, etc. 

should all shine with the light of observable moral transformation.



Questions to Consider

• How are you reflecting on the death of Jesus and honoring Him as your 
Savior?
• In your progressive sanctification, what sins are you dying to and what 

acts of righteousness are you pursuing?
• In what ways do you see Jesus Shepherding and Overseeing your soul?
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