
1 PETER 
5:5-7

Humbly walking with God and one another 



Humility inspires respectfulness toward leaders (5:5a) 
5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.  

■ “younger” - all those in the church following the leadership of the Elders 

■ Our society is rife with deteriorating or nonexistent respect for others in 

general, and older people along with those in positions of authority in 
particular. 


■ Peter’s instructions support the need of respect for church leaders, parents 
and all those is positions of authority.


■ Respectful obedience of the leaders of a local church who provide biblical 
direction will promote harmony. 

– Hebrews 13:17  

■ Disregarding, disrespecting and defying leaders in the church will never 
advance the cause of Jesus Christ.



Humility characterizes the interaction of believers 
blessed by God’s grace (5:5b) 
“Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another,” 

■ To put on humility like clothing means that humility is what identifies us when we are 

with others.

■ “all of you,” – no reason for anyone not to be characterized by God-honoring humility 

each day 

“for ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’”

■ Peter again draws from the Old Testament.


– Proverbs 3:34  
■ Those who feel no need of insight and help from others reveal prideful hearts that will 

experience opposition from God. 

– We humbly realize our need when we initially are brought to saving faith. 

■ Mark 2:17

– We continue humbly realizing our need every day of progress in sanctification by God’s grace 

flowing in and through others. 
■ 1 Corinthians 12:21 



Humility before God leads to honor and the easing of 
anxieties (5:6-7) 
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God”

■ Sanctification through suffering and affliction is God’s will for our lives and we 

will do well not to slap at His hand.

– 1 Peter 4:19  

■ Sanctification through the loving and caring contribution of fellow believers is 
part of God’s arrangement. 

– 1 Corinthians 12:7  
– 1 Corinthians 12:18  

“so that at the proper time he may exalt you,” 

■ Time and perseverance are important matters in the Christian life.


– Galatians 6:9  
■ God knows what is best and He knows the best way to provide it for us.



Humility before God leads to honor and the easing of 
anxieties (5:6-7) 
“casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.”

■ Humble followers of are aware they need God’s presence, love and grace to 

carry them through life.

– Anxiety is a manifestation of self-centered pride.  
– Worry and anxiety are the fruit of trying to understand things and fix things 

with fleshly insight and strength. 
■ Anxieties take our focus and surrendered heart away from God.


– Anxiety has never benefited one person in any area of life! 
■ Matthew 6:27 


– Our focus needs to return to God and His power to provide and carry us 
through. 
■ Matthew 6:31–33 



Questions For Examining Your Heart
■ In what ways can you do a better job of showing respect for the 

leaders of your church and others in general?

■ Parents, how can you help your children learn the importance of 

showing respect?

■ What are the areas of your life where you need to take off pride and 

put on humility?

■ What areas are you battling God for the control of your life?

■ Are you willing to lay them at His feet today?

■ Do you allow your anxieties to take your focus and your heart away 

from God?
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