
James 1:12-15
PERSEVERE THROUGH THE TRIAL AND DON’T 
BLAME GOD FOR YOUR SINFUL CHOICES



Those persevering through trials will be blessed (1:12)

12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, 
! What happens to us in life has ramifications beyond this life. 

! Followers of Jesus will face hardships and challenges that cause normal 
people to succumb to earthbound loyalties and perspectives.  

! Faithful followers of Jesus see beyond the experiences of this life and find 
hope and power from God. 

! Are you aware of God’s hand as you experience various tests 
and trials and does the comfort He brings give you joyful 
fortitude?



Those persevering through trials will be blessed (1:12)

for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has 
promised to those who love him. 
! Those persevering are given the “crown of life” indicating eternity with God 

is theirs to enjoy! 
! The power to endure is supplied by gospel grace and ushers one into 

eternity, safe and sound. 
! Matthew 24:12–13 

! Those who endure faithfully to the end will receive a warm “Welcome 
home!” 
! Matthew 25:21 

! This is the promise of the Lord to all His children. 
! John 14:1–3



Those falling into sin cannot blame God (1:13-15)

Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God, 
! God brings the trial and the test, but he cannot be blamed for our failures and sin. 
! Every trial is accompanied by a temptation. 

! Financial issues – “Is God really going to provide when and how I need Him to provide?” 
! Matthew 6:25–33 

! Sickness or death – “Why would a loving God bring this about?” 
! Luke 17:11–19 

! Fleshly desires – “If it is wrong, why did God create me to feel this way?” 
! Romans 1:18–25 

! The ease and prosperity of the wicked – “What’s the point of staying true?” 
! Psalm 73:1–17 

! God’s purpose is good, not evil.  
! Resisting the flesh helps you to grow in the Spirit. 
! Succumbing to the flesh is dangerous and destructive. 

for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 
! God is above all temptation to evil.



Those falling into sin cannot blame God (1:13-15)

14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
! Where does the root of sinful behavior exist? 

! Temptation and desire reside within the heart of men and women. 
! A person is “lured and enticed” by paying attention to whatever it is that leads them away from 

the purpose and satisfaction God supplies. 
! Enticement and desire are nothing to play around with. 

! Resist – stay away. 
! James 4:6–7 
! Jesus experienced temptation and did not sin. 
! Hebrews 2:17–18 

! Receive – feed on what God provides. (We all need truth and fellowship.) 
! We need a growing faith. 
! Romans 10:17 
! We need mutually humble and mutually dependent fellowship. 
! Hebrews 3:12–14



Those falling into sin cannot blame God (1:13-15)

15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, 
! Nurtured desire does not sit dormant.  

! Welcoming rather than resisting is what allows the conception. 
! This is all happening internally and usually privately. 

! Abiding in the longings of the flesh builds a pathway to sin and makes justification for every 
step on the path.  

! The signs of justification read:  
! “If God loves you, why is this happening?” 
! “It’s okay. No one will know.”  
! “What difference will it make?”  
! “It’s a digression not a destination.” 
! “You’re not the only one on this road.” 
! “You’re not going that far. You be back soon.”



Those falling into sin cannot blame God (1:13-15)

and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
! Persevering in truth and righteous cannot be achieved on this 

pathway. 
! What is revealed is a heart still enslaved to the flesh whose final 

destination is eternal torment. 
! This is not to cause fear that one can lose salvation. 
! This warning is to cause true believers to stop blaming God and flee the 

desires of sin in hot pursuit of faith and fellowship.



Questions to Consider

! Are you aware of God’s hand as you experience various tests 
and trials and does the comfort He brings give you joyful 
fortitude? 

! Are you blaming God for your struggles or are you fighting your 
temptations with biblical truth? 

! Are you fervently resisting earthly enticements and fleshly 
desires? 

! Are you receiving truth and fellowship in the fight?  
! Are you nurturing sinful desires or are you destroying the 

justifications by faith?
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