
2 Peter 3:14-18
Growing in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 



A consistent eternal focus produces 
purification (3:14)

! Prepared expectancy for the return of the Lord Jesus, and the appearing of the 
new heaven and the new earth, has a honing affect that stimulates refinement and 
holiness. 
! 1 John 3:1–3 

! “without spot or blemish” - Old Testament terms of a pleasing sacrifice 
! This is not what we produce, but what we receive from our merciful God through 

the work of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
! Romans 12:1–2 

! “peace” - εἰρήνη (eirēnē) - carries the ideas of peace, harmony and tranquility 
! Shalom - cessation of hostility with all the benefits and glories provided by our 

benevolent God  
! Knowing who and what is coming, followers of Jesus are to be eager and 

wholehearted in life and worship before the Lord and others (i.e. “diligent”).



Christ-centeredness affirms gospel activity and 
man-centeredness affirms the flesh (3:15-16) 

15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul 
also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters 
when he speaks in them of these matters.  
! “the patience of our Lord as salvation,” - people who are being brought to 

salvation and people who are being sanctified  
! God is patiently at work and we need to learn to trust Him.  
! God has not, and will not, leave us to our own devices.  
! The Apostle Peter now references the Apostle Paul, knowing they both express 

similar instruction to churches. 
! Romans 9:22–24 



Christ-centeredness affirms gospel activity and 
man-centeredness affirms the flesh (3:15-16) 

There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and 
unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 
! Peter affirms that the depth of Paul’s writings is not shallow.  
! Peter already knows that some of what Paul writes is authoritative Scripture. 
! People can twist the Scripture to make it say what they want it to say. 
! False teachers among them have taken the teaching of Paul about New Covenant 

freedom from the law and used it to support their debauchery and immorality. 
! Romans 5:20  

! Galatians 5:1  

! While some people are too slothful to do the hard work of comparing Scripture with Scripture, 
some are just bent on making it fit their preferences and lifestyle. 



Protective measures should be taken in preparation for 
false teachers and their teaching (3:17-18) 

17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not 
carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability.  

! Be discerning and careful. 
! None of us should be surprised when we encounter people in the church 

who want to distort the truth and lead others astray.  
! When seeking guidance in life, don’t go looking for people to tell you what 

you want to hear and don’t go looking for looking for Scriptural justification 
for your sin and selfishness.  

! Instead of finding Scripture to justify our humanity, we should pursue 
Scripture that will feed the Spirit and give no place to the flesh. 
! Galatians 5:19–24 



Protective measures should be taken in preparation for 
false teachers and their teaching (3:17-18) 

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory 
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

! Instead of making the focus who we are and what we do, we should focus on Jesus and how 
the word of God can help conform us to His image. 
! 2 Corinthians 3:17–18 

! We should prayerfully seek God’s favor for ourselves and for others (grace). 

! We should prayerfully discipline ourselves to learn through reading, teaching and fellowship 
(knowledge).  
! James 1:22–25  

! 2 Peter 1:3–4  

! Learning gospel truth in Jesus is the result of New Covenant life and it produces liberty from 
the flesh and its associated sin and selfishness. 

! Because life and liberty flow richly from Jesus, all the praise is due Him both now and 
forevermore! 



 
Questions to Consider

! In what ways do you see your eternal focus producing purification in 
your life? 

! What is the Christ-centered fruit being produced in your life? 
! What are the man-centered tendencies you are battling? 
! What protective measures are you taking to guard against false 

teachers and false teaching? 
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