
James 1:1-4
Faithfulness During Times of Formative Testing 



The author and audience (1:1) 

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
▪ James, the brother of Jesus, is the most prominent “James” 

in the early church and is the most likely writer of this letter.  
▪ James is among other sons born to Mary, in addition to Jesus.  

▪ Matthew 13:55  
▪ Although he grew up with Jesus as his eldest brother, James did 

not believe Jesus was the promised Messiah. 
▪ John 7:1–5  

▪ After the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, Scripture 
indicates Jesus showed gospel kindness to his brother James, 
confirming Himself to be the resurrected Lord and Savior. 
▪ 1 Corinthians 15:3–7 



The author and audience (1:1) 

▪ Following his salvation, James became noted as a leader among the early believers 
and eventually became the lead pastor of the church in Jerusalem.  
▪ Galatians 1:19  
▪ Galatians 2:9  

▪ The brother who had been a disgusted doubter of his brother Jesus, is now a 
humble servant of his Lord. 
▪ James 4:6  
▪ James 4:10  

To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings. 
▪ James refers to churches he has concern for who were formed earlier as the gospel 

scattered throughout the Roman Empire. 
▪ Suffering and struggling Christians need to be encouraged to maintain a humble and 

Christ-centered perspective in life.



Prepare a proper mindset for trials and hardships (1:2) 

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,  
▪ “Count it” – a developed or trained way of thinking 
▪ James encourages believers to be prepared to meet trials properly. How? 
▪ “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials…” 

▪ It is not the trials that are the cause of joy.  
▪ Counting our trials joy means that we are thoughtfully and prayerfully bringing all the pain 

and hardship of life into the light of biblical truth and direction. 
▪ Acts 5:40–41  
▪ Acts 16:22–25  

▪ God’s sovereign design, painful though it may be, grants us supernatural delight and 
direction.  

▪ Joy is the result of divine intervention, not the invention of your imagination! 
▪ The provision of joy in suffering is something to pray for and anticipate.  
▪ “…of various kinds” – trials come in all manner of shapes and sizes



Understand trials and hardships are purposeful (1:3) 

3 for you know that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. 
▪ One of the purposes you can be sure of is that God wants to 

mature you and toughen you up.  
▪ The Lord wants to teach us to show His power by hanging 

in there. 
▪ Instead of pouting and complaining, we need to learn to be 

seasoned and selfless in trials.  
▪ Romans 5:3–5  

▪ Going through trials well is about what God is doing in us, not what 
we are doing for God!



Understand trials and hardships are purposeful (1:3-4) 

4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing. 
▪ Trials do not make you mature. 
▪ Humbly persevering in trials is what matures you! 

▪ Psalm 37:5–6  
▪ What is the “full effect?” 

▪ To be perfect, complete, and lacking in nothing is to be conformed to the 
image of Jesus.  

▪ We are purposefully exposed to the pressure of trials and hardships so 
that what is seen is less of us and more of Jesus. 
▪ 2 Corinthians 4:8–10  

▪ There is no greater joy for the follower of Jesus than to become more 
like Jesus!



Questions to Consider

▪ How would you describe your faithfulness in times of 
formative testing? 

▪ What are the ways you can prepare a proper mindset for 
trials and testing? 

▪ In what ways do you need to be more seasoned and 
selfless in trials? 

▪ How is God’s grace enabling you to endure trials and make 
you more like Jesus? 
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