
James 1:5-8
Asking God for Wisdom and Consistency



Pray for wisdom when going through trials (1:5)

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God,
• “Wisdom” – the ability to discern the best ways in life, not just acceptable

ways in life
• Philippians 1:9–11
• Many of us want the easy way out rather than pursuing God grace for the best way 
through.
• Christians seeking the path of least resistance and comfort do not possess wisdom.

• Proverbs 1:7

“who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” 
• God never tires of His needy people requesting His provision.

• Matthew 7:7–8
• God does not react to our requests of Him for wisdom by putting us down or 

shaming us for our need.



Stability is the result of confidence in God’s truth (1:6)

“But let him ask in faith” 
• Our beliefs must be anchored firmly in God and the reliable truths of His word.

• Hebrews 11:6

“with no doubting” 
• The Lord and His dependable promises to His people holds them fast.
• God promises to give you wisdom to walk through trials and He is true to His word!
“for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.”
• Being cast about by worries, distress, and panic is the evidence of doubting the promises 

and purpose of God in trials.
• An unstable and vacillating life may eventually come to a place of calm, but it will be 

without substance and maturity from God.



Duplicity causes people to be unreliable (1:7-8)
7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;
• Those failing to trust God and His truths, while going through trials, will not experience 

wisdom and will not grow up in steadfastness. 
• Hebrews 5:12–14

• Going through life and trials without the consistent application of biblical truth in life is 
unfulfilling and dangerous.

8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
• To be “double-minded” is not being indecisive, but being of two minds.

• Such a person is unbalanced, fully spiritual in one moment and fully fleshly in another.
• The double-minded are not anchored in the truth of God’s word by faith.

“unstable in all his ways.”
• Followers of Jesus are not fair-weathered friends of the Lord, but dependent on the Lord 

and His truth in good time and bad.
• These are “on-again” and “off-again” professors of faith who are not consistent possessors 

of faith.



Questions to Consider

•What’s your prayer life like when you’re going through trials? Are 
you trying to escape, demanding deliverance, or pleading for 
wisdom to endure?
• In what ways do you see trust in the dependability of God’s word 

bringing stability to you in times of trial and suffering?
• In the winds of affliction, is faith maintaining Christ-centeredness, 

or are fear and frustration producing man-centered inconsistency?



James 1:5-8
Asking God for Wisdom and Consistency


