
2 PETER 3:8-10
TIME AND MATERIAL TEMPORALITY ARE IN THE HANDS OF 

GOD 



GOD DOES NOT MARK TIME IN THE SAME WAY AS  
MANKIND (3:8)
• The Lord is under no constraints from the time table of mankind. 

• Referring to Psalm 90, Peter says, “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day.” 
• Psalm 90:1–6  

• Although time impacts and influences men and women, revealing weakness and mortality, it has no 
such influence on God.  

• As time passes there is no slacking or alterations of God’s intentions.  

• The frailty and insecurity of men and women are on display all the time.  

• Any section of our time on earth can be filled with “toil and trouble.”  

• Psalm 90:10  

• God is supreme over all things at all times. 

• Rest in the promises and power of the eternal God of the Bible. 



THE PROGRESSION OF TIME FULFILLS GOD’S 
ETERNAL GOSPEL PURPOSE (3:9) 

• The Lord will return at the exact time He has determined to return. 

• 2 Peter 3:4  

• The promise will be kept and it will be kept according to God’s timing, not 
man’s.  

• Why hasn’t the Lord returned yet? 

• Because God is patiently gathering His elect (“…is patient toward you…”)  

• 2 Peter 3:14–15  

• The Lord has not returned because the Lord’s gathering work has yet to be 
completed. 

• John 10:14–16 



THE PROGRESSION OF TIME FULFILLS GOD’S 
ETERNAL GOSPEL PURPOSE (3:9) 

• To “perish” means experience death and come under the 
condemnation of God, so His people will not experience 
condemnation. 
• Romans 8:1 

• No one can come to Jesus unless the Father effectually causes it to 
happen. 
• John 6:44  

• John 6:63 

• John 6:65



THE PROGRESSION OF TIME FULFILLS GOD’S 
ETERNAL GOSPEL PURPOSE (3:9) 

• All those the Father draws and grants life by the power of the Spirit 
come to repentance. 
• repentance” – µετάνοια (metanoia) - repentance, a change of mind which 

results in a change of lifestyle  

• Acts 11:18  

• God grants repentance to all those He saves and those without 
repentance have not experienced true gospel salvation. 



THE COMING OF THE LORD WILL BE UNEXPECTED 
AND REALIZED WITH PURGING PURITY (3:10) 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
• True believers must be expectant and prepared for this day. 
• Those who deny it and mock it will be surprised by it.  
• Matthew 24:42–44  

• 1 Thessalonians 5:1–4  

• Revelation 3:3  

• Revelation 16:15 



THE COMING OF THE LORD WILL BE UNEXPECTED 
AND REALIZED WITH PURGING PURITY (3:10) 

and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will 
be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 
will be exposed. 
• Additionally, the heavenly bodies (sun, moon, stars, planets) will also be 

consumed with fire and destroyed. 

• Isaiah 34:4  
• Finally, “the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” 

• All the buildings and the works of hands of men and women will be exposed 
to the judgment of God.  

• What the people of this earth boast of and think is so impressive with be 
cleaned from the earth.  

• The Lord promised He will return and the Lord keeps His promises!



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• How well are you entrusting the timing of things in 
your life to your eternal God? 
• In what ways are you showing thankfulness to God for 

patiently pursuing you and others? 
• Are you living life with the awareness that “It’s all 

gonna burn!”?
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