
2 Peter 3:11-13
Empowered and Inspired to Go Hard After God 



Present Concern for Going Hard After God (3:11) 

• We are instructed in Scripture to be watchful.
• 1 Thessalonians 5:1–4 

• We have been advised and we would do well to prepare accordingly.
• Matthew 6:19–21 

• The transitory nature of all that is valued on this earth will inspire followers of 
Jesus to live as those “set apart” (i.e. “holiness”) to our Lord.
• Qualities that “set apart” followers of Jesus from all others should be surfacing in 

identifiable ways in every area of life.
• 1 Peter 1:14–15 



Present Concern for Going Hard After God (3:11) 

• The word translated “godliness” is the Greek word εὐσέβεια (eusebeia).
• This word could be translated “religion,” meaning appropriate beliefs about God that lead 

to practices showing we are devoted or surrendered to God.
• The corporate reality of godliness (true religion) sheds light on the flow of the spiritual 

qualities with which Peter started this letter.
• 2 Peter 1:5–7 

• It is biblical to say that followers of Jesus have a religion of truth and righteousness that 
flows from their relationship with God through Jesus and other believers. 

• This is why Peter says “people” and not “person.”
• The entire world as we know it is coming to an end, along with every value system and 

structure associated with it. 
• We need to be learning to live as the people of God in local churches that honor the 

value systems and structures defined in Scripture. 



Future Considerations Validating Going Hard After 
God (3:12-13) 
• Maintaining an eternal perspective is very important.
• “waiting”  - eager anticipation, not dread and fear.
• How do churches “hasten” the coming day of God?
• It is part of God’s plan that what we do makes a difference. 

• We are to pray the kingdom will come, evidently promoted by united holiness and godliness.
• Matthew 6:10 

• We are to share the gospel so that every elect soul will be brought into the fold and then the end will 
come.
• Matthew 24:14 

• It is in this manner that holy and godly churches are hastening the coming of the Lord. 



Future Considerations Validating Going Hard After 
God (3:12-13) 
• The “coming day of God” brings purging judgment described as “the heavens will 

be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!”
• This reinforces what he taught previously in verse 10 .
• There is no good reason to stake our claim on earth as we know it because it’s all going to 

burn!



Future Considerations Validating Going Hard After 
God (3:12-13) 
13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells. 
• God promises a new transformed world for His people in eternity.
• This corresponds to the Apostle John’s description of the coming eternal state.
• Revelation 21:1 

• Eternity for the people of God will be an endless time where peace and 
righteousness prevail and flourish. 
• Revelation 21:3–4 



Questions to Consider
• What are you fixing your eyes on as you live each day?
• Is Jesus and His gospel grace enabling holiness and godliness as a central fixation 

and as an overflowing resource to draw from consistently? 
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way 
also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

• What holy qualities are being put on display by God’s grace in your life, making it 
clear to you and others that you are “set apart” unto God? 
• In what ways are you seeing the religion of truth and righteousness flowing from 

your relationship with God through Jesus? 
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