
2 PETER 2:17-22
THE QUALITIES AND INFLUENCE OF FALSE TEACHERS 



PEOPLE WHO ARE ALL SHOW AND NO SUBSTANCE FACE 
CONDEMNATION (2:17) 

17 These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of utter darkness has been 
reserved. 

Peter gives a very direct assessment of the value of what these false teachers have to offer with two 
illustrations.
Illustration #1 – waterless springs
Illustration #2 – mists driven by a storm 
These illustrations apply to the false teachers because they put on a show that what they are is what people 
need.
They promise refreshment and growth, but they are empty vessels. 

2 Timothy 3:1–7 
False teachers are dangerous because they lead people down a path where much is said, but nothing truly 
satisfying is offered. 

Jeremiah 2:12–13 
Their beliefs and their influence will bring them eternal condemnation along with everyone who follows in their 
path. 



CONFIDENT COMMUNICATORS OF EARTHBOUND FREEDOMS 
ARE SLAVES OF THEIR OWN DESIRES (2:18-19) 

18 For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely 
escaping from those who live in error.

These false teachers display boldness and confidence that is striking and appealing.
False teachers make much of fleshly matters.
False teachers tend to influence those who are new to, or unestablished in, Christ-centered gospel 
truth. 

19 They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption. 
The lies they believe and propagate are that you can experience a spiritual connection with God 
and still participate in self-indulgence.
What the flesh indulges is revealing. 

For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved.
Whatever controls a person is his or her master.



PROFESSORS WHO ARE NOT POSSESSORS ARE TO BE 
JUDGED MORE SEVERELY (2:20-21)

20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and 
overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.

Peter describes people who have seen the hope of gospel truth by being exposed 
to true followers of Jesus engage in worship and fellowship.

1 Corinthians 14:24–25 

They are sensing the overflow of God’s liberating gospel power among His people 
and they are among the fellowship of believers who are being transformed into the 
likeness of the Lord through the liberating power of the Holy Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 3:17–18 



PROFESSORS WHO ARE NOT POSSESSORS ARE TO BE 
JUDGED MORE SEVERELY (2:20-21)

They externally experience the gospel power of God as they are among the 
people of the church.
But they decide life in the flesh is more desirable than life in the Spirit.

Hebrews 6:4–6 
Those who see the light of gospel freedom up close and personal, and then walk 
away, will be gripped by the power of the flesh in a much more prominent way. 

21 For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of 
righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment 
delivered to them.

Eternal punishment will be far more severe for those who see the way of gospel 
truth and life in Jesus and turn away from it.



CONSISTENT BACKSLIDERS REVEAL THEIR OLD NATURE WAS 
NEVER CHANGED (2:22)

22 What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog returns to its own 
vomit…”

You can domesticate a dog, bathe a dog, trim its nails, and brush its teeth. 
But when a dog throws up that dog will naturally return to it to lap it up. 
Why? Because the nature of the dog remains unchanged.

Proverbs 26:11 



CONSISTENT BACKSLIDERS REVEAL THEIR OLD NATURE WAS 
NEVER CHANGED (2:22)

“…and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire.”
You can clean up a pig, scrubbing it spotlessly clean, and even put a cute little 
bow on its clean curly tail.
But when that pig has an opportunity to roll around in the mud, it will take it.
Why? Because the nature of the pig remains unchanged. 
People can leave the world and go to the church for fellowship and instruction. 
But when they are exposed to the allurements of earthbound desires and the 
opportunity for self-indulgence some, return to life in the flesh.
Why? Their nature remains unchanged.



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

In what ways can you show concern for those who are all show but have no 
substance?
How are you going to promote talking the talk along with walking the walk?
Does your fellowship and worship have a sanctifying influence? 
Are you concerned and grieved by those who walk away?
When people return to the ways of the flesh are you committed to acknowledge 
they left the ways of Jesus because they did not possess the life of Jesus? 
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