
2 Peter 1:16-21
The Glory of Jesus and Biblical Truth 



The prophetic promise of Messianic salvation 
and judgment will be fulfilled (1:16-18) 
16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were 
eyewitnesses of his majesty.  

• False teachers mock the second coming of Jesus as a fairy tale.  
• 2 Peter 3:4 False teachers mock the second coming of Jesus as a fairy 

tale.  
• 2 Peter 3:4  

• This is for the purpose of discounting the importance of growing in the 
grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus. 
• The tactics of the enemy remain unchanged. 

• The enemy has no problem with people feeling spirituality is important. 
• The enemy is in opposition to how true eternal spirituality (being alive in 

Christ) impacts our life practically on a daily basis.



The prophetic promise of Messianic salvation 
and judgment will be fulfilled (1:16-18) 
• The message of the gospel of Jesus Christ came to them and 

gave them hope outside of what an earthly existence can offer. 
• The power of Christ changes hearts and lives, granting forgiveness and 

cleansing, delivering His people from eternal judgment. 
• The power of Christ in salvation and judgment will be visibly displayed 

when Jesus comes in eternal glory. 
• 1 John 3:1–3 

• The second coming of Jesus is not just a deliverance doctrine; it is a 
purification doctrine. 
• Those discounting the reality of the return of Jesus do so to encourage 

a more man-centered approach to life than a Christ-centered 
approach to life and eternity. 



The prophetic promise of Messianic salvation 
and judgment will be fulfilled (1:16-18) 
17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was 
borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we 
were with him on the holy mountain.  

• Peter recalls the time Jesus took Peter, James and John with Him up a high 
mountain to see the power of the kingdom of God. 
• Mark 9:1–8  

• The voice of God was clearly heard by Peter, James, and John and they were 
terrified by this display of power and glory. 
• The glory of God was radiating from Jesus as the exalted Lord of eternal glory. 
• What Peter saw that day is what he knew he will see again at the coming of the Lord 

Jesus. 
• The coming of Jesus as the suffering Savior does not root out the other prophetic truths. 
• The coming of Jesus and the events on the mount of transfiguration validate the 

teaching of Scripture that the coming of the Messiah will be for salvation and for 
judgment.



Old Testament Scripture is confirmed by the 
transfiguration events (1:19-21) 
19 And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, 

• The events on the mount of transfiguration confirm that Jesus came to 
provide salvation, but He will also come with the fire of judgment. 
• Those who are blessed with gospel grace should not downplay the coming day of 

reckoning on earth. 
• 2 Thessalonians 1:5–10  

to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
• The promises in Scripture about the coming judgment are to be genuine 

warning signals. 
• The fact that we have been waiting around 2000 years does not mean that we 

should minimize the truth and importance of prophetic eternal realities. 
• Removing or downplaying the reality of coming judgment is contrary to 

Scripture. 
• Man-centered mindsets like a domesticated and soft Jesus, but that’s not the 

how Scripture describes Him and Scripture is true.



Old Testament Scripture is confirmed by the 
transfiguration events (1:19-21) 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts,  
• Wholehearted gospel passion joined with a full biblical 

understanding of who Jesus is necessary. 
• This should be our goal right up to the end of the world as we 

know it. 
• Hebrews 10:24–27  

• The false teachers influencing these churches are diminishing 
the reality of coming judgment announced repeatedly in Old 
Testament Scripture. 



Old Testament Scripture is confirmed by the 
transfiguration events (1:19-21) 
20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes 
from someone’s own interpretation.  

• The interpretation of the Old Testament prophecies must be in 
line with the way the apostles interpreted them. 
• The false teachers that have crept in have reinterpreted the 

Old Testament prophecies in a manner contrary to the way the 
Apostles interpreted them. 
• Consistency is essential and the apostolic understanding is vital. 
• They listened to Jesus and learned from Him and then they passed it 

down to the churches.  



Old Testament Scripture is confirmed by the 
transfiguration events (1:19-21) 
21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but 
men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.  

• Scriptural prophecy does not have its origin in men. 
• Scriptural prophecy has its origin in God as He moved men by 

His Holy Spirit and carried them along in what to say and 
record. 
• We have a sure word from God in Scripture and we do well to 

fall in line with it rather than thinking it should fall in line with 
what we like and think.



Questions to Consider

•What difference does the reality of the return of Christ 
and the dawn of eternity make on your daily life? 
• In what ways is the light of eternity being used of God 
to refine your life? 
• In what ways is the light of eternity helping you to see 
the importance of sharing the hope of the gospel?
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