
Identifying False Teachers

2 Peter 2:1-3



False teachers and false teaching are an inevitable challenge (2:1) 
   

“But false prophets also arose among the people”  

! Peter references how the people in the Old Covenant were misled by false prophets. 

! They sought to reinterpret or ignore the Scripture and redirect the people. 

! Jeremiah 5:30–31  

! Jeremiah 6:13–15  

! But judgment did come and Israel and Judah were taken away into captivity. 

“just as there will be false teachers among you,” 

! Peter confirms that there will also be false teachers attempting to influence God’s people 
in the churches of the New Covenant.  

! The same things are true of the false prophets of old and the false teachers of the new 
era.  

1. They do not have God’s authority backing them 

2. They promise disobedient people peace when God threatens judgment 

3. The judgment of the false prophets and those who follow them is certain



False teachers and false teaching are an inevitable challenge (2:1) 
   

“who will secretly bring in destructive heresies,” 

! These purveyors of earthbound and man-centered corruption formulate teachings to 
support their divisive and destructive activities. 

! The Holy Spirit made it known to the Apostles of Jesus that deceivers with destructive 
teaching would infiltrate the churches.  

! 1 Timothy 4:1  

! The idea behind the word “heresies” is teaching that brings division among people 
through a departure from truth. 

! Promoting gospel unity is critical.  

! Ephesians 4:1–3  

! When teaching surfaces that promotes comparative condemnation creating division in the 
church that downplays gospel unity, this is the fruit of false teaching. 

! More times than not, the destructive effects are connected to immorality of some form 
or another. 



False teachers and false teaching are an inevitable challenge (2:1) 
   

“even denying the Master who bought them,” 

! From both inside and out, the enemy will seek to supplant the truth and ensure 
the condemnation of misguided people. 
! Jude 4  

! Peter is referring to false teachers that came from within the church. 

! Peter’s purpose in the description of these false teachers as “even denying the 
Master who bought them” is to describe what appears to be the case, but 
actually cannot be the case. 
! True believers will abide faithfully to the end.  

! 1 Corinthians 1:7-9  

! Philippians 1:6  

! 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 



False teachers and false teaching are an inevitable challenge (2:1) 
   

! Those who depart the “faith” didn’t have it and then lose it. They never had it! 
! Matthew 7:21–23  

! Hebrews 6:4–6  

! 1 John 2:19  

! They made a profession of faith and appeared to be followers of Jesus for a 
time, but they left the path of gospel truth, revealing they still have an 
earthbound and man-centered heart. 

“bringing upon themselves swift destruction.” 

! Their departure from the truth, and the propagation of false teaching to justify 
their conduct, will bring eternal damnation.  

! In the light of eternity, it will be swift and sudden.



False teachers and false teaching will have an identifiable influence (2:2)  
   

“And many will follow their sensuality,” 

! False teachers and their false teaching will make an impact on others.  

! They propagate teaching that justifies unrestrained moral attitudes and 
behaviors. 

! It is not surprising that those still enslaved to sin will follow them down the path 
of gratifying their nerve endings. 

“and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed.”  

! People in the world witness the hypocrisy that occurs in churches and it brings 
reproach. 

! When anyone who professes faith falls into open sin, the world loves to scoff at 
those who claim to walk in “the way of truth.” 



False teachers will experience an inevitable end 
(2:3)
“And in their greed they will exploit you with false words.” 

! They are deceived workmen whose motivation is greed and the power of 
influence. 

! This truth is repeatedly seen down through the centuries.  
! False teachers take advantage of people financially. 

! False teachers exploit others sexually.  

“Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not 
asleep.”  

! Although they demean and diminish the teaching of judgment, they are brewing 
up a cauldron of it for themselves. 

! The fact that much time has passed and God has not brought about eternal 
judgment does not mean that it is not coming. 

! They will experience eternal punishment from the God who is fully awake, 
hearing and seeing all.



Questions to Consider

! In what ways are you showing passion for gospel truth 
that helps you to be discerning of false teachers and false 
teaching? 

! Are you willing to speak up when you feel truth is being 
distorted and people are being misled? 

! How are you showing love and care for others in light of 
the reality of God’s promise of judgment?
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