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2 Peter 1:5-8
The Necessary Qualities of Spiritual Life



God’s power provides fertile soil for the 
development of spiritual qualities (1:5-7) 

5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith  

▪ The glorious promise of God’s power and provision is to be met with an 
active faith.  
▪ Promises and active faith are in line with other instructions about the actions of 

faith. 
▪ Hebrews 4:9–11  

▪ Growth and maturity happen when followers of Jesus believe the promises of 
God and act on that belief. 

▪ Faith and trust are not meant to abide in a static condition.  
▪ Hebrews 11:1 



God’s power provides fertile soil for the 
development of spiritual qualities (1:5-7) 

with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, 
and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 
and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.  
▪ “virtue”  

▪ God grants us new creation life for the purpose of moral excellence – “virtue”.  
▪ Your life can become a display of the goodness of God as He replaces sin and 

selfishness with God-glorifying virtue. 

▪ “knowledge”  
▪ The pursuit of virtue develops in the heart of a disciple of Jesus the desire to 

know more about His character, His teachings, His purposes and plans. 
▪ We must feed on the truth of Scripture and develop principles of truth that answer 

questions and provide guidance for us and others. 



God’s power provides fertile soil for the 
development of spiritual qualities (1:5-7) 

▪ “self-control”  
▪ The knowledge of God reveals the importance of guarding our lives from the 

passions of the flesh. 
▪ Sensual desires are definitely in view here. 

▪ Romans 13:13–14  
▪ Self-control also includes anger and other forms of avarice.  

▪ Galatians 5:19–21 

▪ Self-control is fruit of the Holy Spirit to the glory of God.  
▪ “steadfastness”  

▪ God uses hardship and affliction to get our attention and to bring about 
refinement and growth. 
▪ James 1:2–4  

▪ Misery, retreating or caving in when hardship comes reveals the need of 
steadfastness. 



God’s power provides fertile soil for the 
development of spiritual qualities (1:5-7) 

▪ “godliness”  
▪ εὐσέβεια (eusebeia) - could be translated “religion,” meaning appropriate 

beliefs about God that lead to practices showing we are devoted or 
surrendered to God 

▪ There is biblical truth and structure given in the New Testament 
establishing the beliefs and practices that define a believer’s life in a local 
church. 

▪ It is biblical to say that followers of Jesus have a religion of truth and 
righteousness, giving structure to the local church, supporting their 
relationship with God through Jesus and defining a ministry of evangelism 
and edification. 



God’s power provides fertile soil for the 
development of spiritual qualities (1:5-7) 

▪ “brotherly affection”  
▪ The word translated “brotherly affection” is the Greek word φιλαδελφία 

(philadelphia) meaning love for fellow believers, brotherly love, brotherly 
kindness. 

▪ Gospel life in Christ provides a bond of life uniting brothers and sister in 
Jesus in holy affection.  

▪ “love”  
▪ As the Spirit of God continues to develop our love for one another, believers 

begin to find joy in selfless acts of service and sacrifice for each other. 
▪ Love makes everything come together and hold together. 

▪ Colossians 3:14 

▪ This is a type of love that is uncommon because it is supernatural.  
▪ John 13:35 



These spiritual qualities produce  
observable fruitfulness (1:8) 

8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, 

▪ Self-examination is all that’s needed to see if these qualities are 
marking the spiritual growth and fruitfulness that is to characterized 
each follower of Jesus. 

▪ If someone has to look long and hard for the evidence of these 
qualities developing in his or her life, there’s a problem. 
▪ Something may have been allowed to take a place of distracting 

prominence. 
▪ The absence of development may indicate a far greater problem – 

deception and unbelief.



These spiritual qualities produce  
observable fruitfulness (1:8) 

they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
▪ A teachable heart that is humble and hungry will see the importance of 

these qualities and pursue them with diligence. 
▪ A lack of humble dependence and spiritual hunger does not produce a 

Christ-centered and others-oriented heart.



Questions to Consider

▪ In what ways are you acting on what you believe God has 
promised you? 

▪ Are you bearing much fruit proving you are a true follower of 
Jesus? 

▪ How do you see your heart being humble, teachable and 
hungry?
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