
2 Peter 1:8-11
The Necessary Evidence of Spiritual Life 



Spiritual qualities produce observable fruitfulness (1:8) 

8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing,

• Self-examination is all that’s needed to see if these qualities are marking the 
spiritual growth and fruitfulness that is to characterized each follower of Jesus.
• If someone has to look long and hard for the evidence of these qualities 

developing in his or her life, there’s a problem. 
• Followers of Jesus may become distracted for a period of time.
• The absence of development may indicate a far greater problem – deception and unbelief. 



Spiritual qualities produce observable fruitfulness (1:8) 

they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

• A teachable heart, that is humble and hungry, will see the importance of these 
qualities and pursue them with diligence.
• A lack of humble dependence and spiritual hunger does not produce a Christ-

centered and others-oriented heart.
• James 2:20 



Blindness is the issue for those lacking these qualities (1:9)

9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that 
he was cleansed from his former sins.

• The failure to manifest these qualities indicates the lack of spiritual sight and 
understanding.
• Revelation 3:15–17

• The lack of appreciating the atoning work of Jesus reveals a deep and serious 
spiritual problem.



One’s election can be confirmed by living out these qualities (1:10) 

“Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election,”

• Most followers of Jesus go through periods of doubt and questioning about the 
reality of faith.
• The effectual calling out of blindness and darkness is the gracious work of God by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.
• Romans 3:10–11 
• John 6:44 

• The gospel flow initiated by God will be accomplished by God.
• Romans 8:30 

• Without the intervention of God’s grace, granting life and sight, there is complete 
incapability on the part of unbelievers to submit to God.
• Romans 8:7 

• Peter says that no one who claims to be a follower of Jesus, but contradicts that 
claim by his or her behavior, can confirm they are a Christian.



One’s election can be confirmed by living out these qualities (1:10) 

“for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.”

• God inspires Peter to show the importance of assurance derived from the 
observation of the qualities of spiritual life and fruitfulness.
• These qualities are the evidence of divine life.
• Witnessing these characteristics develop helps provide security, stability and 

praise.
• If someone professes faith in Jesus and these virtues are not apparent, spiritual life 

is flat lined.



One’s eternal destiny is confirmed  
by the practice of these qualities (1:11) 

• Peter is not describing rewards in heaven but the entrance into 
heaven.
• Those with fruitless faith are not going to heaven.
• They didn’t lose it; they never had it. 



Questions to Consider

• How are you showing you care about being effective and fruitful as a 
follower of Jesus?
• Is it possible that spiritual blindness is the reason you are not 

expressing and growing in godly qualities?
• How diligent and honest are you being in making your calling and 

election sure?
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