
1 Peter 4:7-9
Being Christ-centered and others-oriented in spite of  suffering



Consciousness of  the final judgment motivates 
personal stability and prayerfulness (4:7) 

“The end of  all things is at hand;”  
• Life on earth, as we know it, is coming to an end. 
• 2 Thessalonians 1:5–10  

• Being aware of  the future is beneficial for the present. 
• It brings the hope of  deliverance from current demanding circumstances. 
• It helps keep the focus on obedience and devotion when we are tempted to ease 

up. 
• Galatians 6:9 



Consciousness of  the final judgment motivates 
personal stability and prayerfulness (4:7) 

“therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of  your prayers.” 
• “self-controlled” - being sensible or having the right frame of  mind 

• God’s truth should govern our thoughts and stir our biblical sensibilities. 
• Deuteronomy 32:45–47  

• “sober-minded” - not allowing outside influences to cloud our judgment 
• Permitting the pressures of  suffering and affliction to take one’s focus from the Lord feeds an intoxication 

of  fear, selfishness and despondency.  
• We need all our faculties focused on our Lord and His gospel purpose. 
• Ephesians 5:15–18  

• “for the sake of  your prayers”  
• Our prayer life on the frontlines of  spiritual battle should be undistracted in devotion and honest in 

assessment. 
• Ephesians 6:18 



Abiding love promotes restoration in relationships (4:8) 

“Above all, keep loving one another earnestly,”  
• We all need to caringly and prayerfully look for ways to help and support each other. 
• We all need to be open and humble about sharing needs and ways we can be helped.  
“since love covers a multitude of  sins.”  
• One of  the areas where love needs to be present and forbearing is in seeking the 

restoration of  fallen brothers and sisters. 
• Sin and selfishness are still realities for us to fight.  
• When sin is exposed, the grace of  God and the love of  God need to come in power for the 

purpose of  restorative confrontation.



Abiding love promotes restoration in relationships (4:8) 

• “love covers a multitude of  sins,” - love covers the sins, not allowing them to keep 
the work of restoration from being done 
• Love cares enough to confront and work at helping to provide restoration on the path of  

pursuing righteousness. 
• Galatians 6:1–2  

• James 5:19–20  

• Sin and selfishness will slander and sow seeds of  discord. 
• Proverbs 10:12  

• Love will seek to promote the atmosphere of  security and safety needed in a local church 
surrounded by the hostile forces of  darkness. 



Open homes are best offered with an open heart (4:9) 

9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
• A church characterized by open hearts and open homes is a beautiful 

thing.
• Such care and openness can provide healing and refreshment in the face 

of opposition or difficulty. 
• Unfortunately, we can all do the right thing the wrong way.

• Resist the flesh and its tendency to find fault, gripe and complain.  
• Your circumstances and contacts are all under God’s sovereign direction. 



Questions to Consider

• In what ways is the light of  eternity guiding your day-to-day life? 
• Is your time in the light of  truth purposeful in the refreshment and 

realignment of  your mind? 
• Do you love others enough to work at restorative confrontation? 
• In what ways is your heart and your home open to your brothers and 

sisters in Christ?
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