
1 Peter 3:8-12 – Part 1 
THE QUALITIES OF GODLINESS ON DISPLAY IN THE CHURCH 



Power is given to manifest remarkable characteristics (3:8) 

“Finally, all of you,”
! These instructions are directed to all those who make up the churches Peter addresses.
!  Peter knows the importance of Christian fellowship that is equipped with God’s grace. 
“have unity of mind”
! All followers of Jesus should be excited to walk in the light of truth, while lovingly encouraging 

others to do the same.
! Romans 15:4–6  

! Promoting unity in truth, by the power of the Spirit, is not a task to promote oppression, but a joy 
to experience that we should all enthusiastically pursue.
! Ephesians 4:1–3  

! The Holy Spirit uses truth to illuminate the pathway that unites us all in humble dependence on 
Jesus and on God’s grace flowing through one another. 



Power is given to manifest remarkable characteristics (3:8) 

“sympathy” 
! Unity in truth is not heady and heartless. 
! The Spirit of God inspires true feelings of compassion and concern for the hurts and 

struggles and the joys and delights of one another. 
! Romans 12:15  
! 1 Corinthians 12:24–26  

! Protecting your feelings produces a life of insulated mediocrity. 
! The Spirit and truth produce something much more meaningful and helpful.  
“brotherly love”  
! Peter knows the importance of family devotion to one another in the church, especially 

in the fires of suffering and affliction.  
! We don’t have to force ourselves to have loyalty and devotion to our family of 

believers.  
! Familial devotion and loyalty are evidence of the power of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 

! Romans 5:5  
! Galatians 5:22–23  
! 1 John 4:7–8 



Power is given to manifest remarkable characteristics (3:8) 

“a tender heart” 
! When those around us are in need, troubled, struggling or in pain, the Spirit of God produces 

deep compassion that identifies with those in need and takes action.
! 1 John 3:17–18 

! God’s power opens our hearts to feel deeply and act caringly toward our needy and hurting 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

“and a humble mind.”
! Finding delight in humbly serving others is following the example of Jesus.

! John 13:12–17  
! Characteristically we should be Christ-centered and others-oriented.

! Philippians 2:3  



Gratification from retaliation is diminished in the light of 
forbearance and grace (3:9) 

“Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling” 
! If someone speaks ill of you or misrepresents your intentions and behavior, it is natural to react 

defensively or even aggressively. 
! Retaliation is easily justified.

! Romans 12:17–21  
! 1 Thessalonians 5:15–18  

! God’s grace grants us the power to overcome the flesh.
“but on the contrary, bless,”
! To seek the good of one who is seeking to harm you puts the power of God on display.
“for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.” 
!  Returning good for evil is evidence that followers of Jesus destined to spend eternity with their 

Savior and Lord.
! 1 John 2:3–6  

! Grace on display does not earn salvation; it makes the reality of salvation evident.



Questions to Consider

! What qualities of saving grace do you need to have God 
make more evident in your life?  

! Are your fleshly desires for retaliation and rebuff being 
consistently overwhelmed by the grace of the Spirit? 

! In what ways are you being blessed by being a blessing to 
others?
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