
1 Peter 3:18-22 – Part 1
Jesus is the ultimate example of 
suffering for others 



The glory of our selfless Savior
“For Christ also suffered once for sins”  

• “For” – context 
●1 Peter 3:17  
●1 Peter 4:1-2 

• In verses 18-22, Peter is giving reasons for why suffering for good can 
be will of God. 
●The crucifixion is godly by design and good for us. 
● 1 Corinthians 15:3–4  

●God’s work in and through crucifixion of His Son is glorious and beneficial.  

• All our suffering comes with divine purpose and can be beneficial to 
others by the grace of God and for the glory of God. 



The glory of our selfless Savior
• The cross of Jesus Christ dealt a death blow to sin and 
condemnation. 
●“once” - no need for an ongoing or perpetual offering of Jesus  
●What was necessary for pardon and eternal righteousness was 

completely accomplished by Jesus on the cross. 
●Hebrews 9:25–26  

●The Old Testament sacrificial system pointed to a future time when 
the work of the atonement for sin would be fulfilled and cease.  
●Hebrews 10:11–12  

●The work Jesus accomplishes on the cross takes care of the penalty 
for all our sin, past, present and future.



The glory of our selfless Savior
“that he might bring us to God”  
• The purpose of Christ’s suffering was to redeem helpless, hopeless and 

selfish sinners. 
• The followers of Jesus are declared righteous by gaining the benefit of 

His work without doing any work of our own. 
●2 Corinthian 5:21 

• No matter how sinful and vile we may be, Jesus is able to bring 
sinners to God through the atonement of the cross. 
●Hebrews 7:25  

• Unlike our suffering, only the suffering of Jesus can justify sinners 
and bring them to God. 
• Like Jesus, we can have concern for others and influence them for 

Jesus as we are enabled to endure suffering.



The glory of our selfless Savior
• “being put to death in the flesh” – the incarnation was necessary so that the death of the Son 

would be effectual for flesh and blood human beings to be saved from damnation. 
● God did not die on the cross. 
● Jesus experienced the death of His physical body and He did so purposefully. 

• “but made alive in the spirit.”  
• His physical death in a sinless condition made it possible for His physical life to be revitalized 

spiritually and supernaturally. 
• The incarnation of Jesus Christ, God the Son, made it possible for Him to die as our sacrifice 

for sins. 
• The resurrection of Jesus Christ makes it possible for a dynamic connection to be made 

between the dimension of the supernatural by the Holy Spirit, and the dimension of the flesh. 
• Without the work of Jesus Christ, life in the Spirit and supernatural would not be possible for 

human beings. 
● Romans 8:11  

• No matter what followers of Jesus suffer in this life, there is hope in the life to come.



Questions to Consider

• How can we engage in conversations about our beliefs and 
systems of thought and never engaged in the adoration and 
appreciation of the gospel work of Jesus? 

• How are you seeing the glory of your selfless Savior honored 
by His grace in this life? 

• Are there attitudes and reactions you need to ask God to 
transform?
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