
1 PETER 2:10-12
THE GLORIOUS GOODNESS OF  
GOD TO HIS PEOPLE (PART 2) 



THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE OF  
STANDING TO THE GLORY OF GOD (2:9) 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light.  

• The redemptive activities of God culminate in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ (Cf. 2:4-5). 
• 2 Corinthians 1:20  

• The blessing of the culmination of God’s redemptive purpose in Jesus Christ, for 
His New Covenant recipients of grace, are beautifully expressed in verse 9. 



THE CHURCH IS BROUGHT FROM BEING GODLESS  
PEOPLE TO BEING GOD’S BLESSED PEOPLE (10)

“Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people” 
• Prior to God’s New Covenant grace in Jesus Christ, the people to whom Peter writes 

were people of no spiritual and eternal standing. 
• Ephesians 2:11–12 

• In Jesus, men and women of the New Covenant are brought into rich fellowship with 
God and one another. 

“once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”  
• At the beginning of this letter, Peter spoke of God’s great mercy, that gives those who 

trust in His resurrected Son, living hope. 
• 1 Peter 1:3 

• God’s gift of mercy in Jesus, is His compassion that alleviates the misery of those He 
saves. 

• God poured out His mercy to us, through the cleansing work of Jesus, removing our 
guilt and shame.



GOD’S PEOPLE AVOID BEING  
INFLUENCED BY THE WORLD (2:11)

“Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles” 
• “beloved” - Peter affirms them as members of the God’s family 
• The glorious standing God has given us in Jesus severs our loyalty to this world as 

our home and identity. 
• We are set apart with standards and hopes that are eternally blessed by God. 
“to abstain from the passions of the flesh which wage war against your soul.” 
• “passions” – unbridled deep desires and longings of the flesh  
• The blessing of our new identity in Jesus gives us the strength and wisdom to 

resist (“abstain”) the corrupting desires of the flesh.



GOD’S PEOPLE AVOID BEING  
INFLUENCED BY THE WORLD (2:11)

• The struggle followers of Jesus have between the desires of the flesh and 
the desire of the Spirit are so significant and intense Peter describes it as 
waging war.  

• Those who lose focus and return to the ways of the world and the flesh, 
reveal they were not among the true people of God. 
• 1 John 2:19  

• “soul” - the whole person physically and spiritually  
• Battling the flesh is not the problem.  
• Giving up the fight and giving into the flesh is deadly. 



GOD’S PEOPLE HAVE CHRISTIAN  
GRACE TO INFLUENCE THE WORLD (2:12) 

“Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable” 
• Followers of Jesus are to maintain a pattern of humble Christlikeness for Gentiles 

(unbelievers) to see. 
• “honorable” – personal biblical consistency and graciousness toward others 
• We are to be concerned about our communication and lifestyle in the presence 

of unbelievers. 
• Colossians 4:5–6  

“so that when they speak against you as evildoers,” 
• Living in a biblically consistent and gracious manner will bring opposition.  
• Many who don’t follow Jesus will accuse followers of Jesus of evil and intolerant 

behavior. 
• Fleshly minds view biblical consistency with suspicion and scorn. 
• The bulk of their reactions are rooted in the fact that biblical Christianity makes no 

sense to them. 



GOD’S PEOPLE HAVE CHRISTIAN  
GRACE TO INFLUENCE THE WORLD (2:12) 

“they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.” 
• Contextually, the visitation is of sinners by God to effectually call them to 

Himself for salvation.  
• God empowers and uses kindness and consistency. 

• Peter is applying to the churches the teaching He learned and saw modeled 
by Jesus. 
• Matthew 5:13–16 

• Unbelievers need God to give them life and open their eyes to the gospel 
truth of Jesus as the Spirit of God draws them to Jesus. 
• John 6:44–45



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

• How are you showing you are delighted to be the people of 
God and recipients of the mercy of God? 

• In what ways are you going to battle against the passions of the 
flesh? 

• Are you actively and prayerfully engaging unbelievers so that 
they hear the truth and see the consistency of gospel grace in 
your life?
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