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Enduring affliction for gospel goodness is an honorable 
evidence of  God’s grace (2:18-20) 

18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle but also to the 
unjust. 
• Bosses, supervisors, teachers and professors should know that followers of 

Christ, who are under their authority, are characterized by an attitude of 
respectful compliance. 

• “not only the good and gentle”- It is always a blessing to serve under those who 
have integrity and are considerate to those under their authority.

• “but also to the unjust” -  Being compliant with those who are corrupt and 
abrasive while being respectful in attitude and action is beyond challenging. 

• We respect the position they hold and submit to God’s hand and purpose in 
our life.



Enduring affliction for gospel goodness is an honorable 
evidence of  God’s grace (2:18-20) 

19 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of  God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 
• God places us where we are for the purpose of  using us as channels of  His grace. 
• When a respectful attitude and productive service are rewarded with harshness and 

ridicule, selfless reliance on God is desperately needed.  
20 For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? 
• Enduring correction for bad attitudes and poor performances is not commendable.  
• If  what we are doing is half-hearted and shoddy we, should expect correction or 

reprimand.  
But if  when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of  God. 
• Followers of  Jesus should give their superiors no reason for taking issue with them.  
• It is a gracious thing because it is done in the strength and resolve God supplies.



Following the example of  Jesus means resisting 
retaliation when suffering for gospel goodness (2:21-23)
21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, 
so that you might follow in his steps. 
• “For to this you have been called” – the call to come out of  darkness into His 

marvelous light is a call to learn how to suffer well – to suffer like our Lord 
Jesus. 
• God empowers in us what Jesus did for us. 
• We are to know His life and ask for the grace to emulate His ways. 
• Wholehearted service is the pathway of  blessing. 

• John 13:15–17



Following the example of  Jesus means resisting 
retaliation when suffering for gospel goodness (2:21-23)
22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 

• Jesus did nothing deserving of  the treatment He received from those who opposed 
Him. 

• He lived a faultless life, keeping the Law perfectly. 
• There was nothing faulty in His teaching and no inconsistency in what He said. 
• Isaiah 53:9 

• He was in all ways the sinless Son of  God. 
• John 8:43–46 

• Hate and hostility were the reactions of  many people to the sinless Savior.



Following the example of  Jesus means resisting 
retaliation when suffering for gospel goodness (2:21-23)
23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, 
but continued entrusting himself  to him who judges justly. 
• Jesus was mocked and insulted in the worst of  ways. 
• Matthew 27:27–31 

• Being insulted and defamed when innocent is hard. 
• The desire is to verbally react with defensiveness and justification. 
• Isaiah 53:7  

•  “when he suffered, he did not threaten” – Jesus did not retaliate



Following the example of  Jesus means resisting 
retaliation when suffering for gospel goodness (2:21-23)
“but continued entrusting himself  to him who judges justly.” 
• Suffering like our Savior does not mean justice doesn’t matter. 
• We entrust ourselves and our situation to Almighty God who judges 

justly.  
• Vengeance will be acquired by our Lord. 

• Romans 12:17–19  
• God will balance the scales of  justice and by faith in Him we are trusting Him to do so. 

• We pray God will use our grace-empowered patience and endurance to put 
gospel grace in Jesus on display.



Questions to Consider

• What are some things that need to change in your heart in order 
to suffer well for the glory of  God? 
• In what ways do you see God empowering in you the willingness 

to suffer well like Jesus did for you? 
• Are you living on earth for selfish reasons or for the glory of  

your Savior?
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