
1 Peter 2:13-17

THE IMPORTANCE OF SHOWING RESPECT FOR PEOPLE IN POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS RESPECT THOSE IN POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY 
IN SOCIETY (2:13) 
“Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution,”  
Followers of Jesus should be known for their willingness to be courteously responsive to all those in positions of 
authority.  
Those who follow Jesus should react to opposition and harshness from governing officials with attitudes and actions 
that show forbearance and willingness to be compliant.  
“whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those 
who do good.” 
From the top to the bottom of governing officials, we are to be respectful and compliant. 
God has placed them in the positions they hold govern society by God’s common grace.  

Romans 13:1–4  
If we are instructed to disobey biblical truth, we must never violate the teaching of God’s word. 

Acts 5:27–29  
If we are told to violate biblical instruction we must entrust ourselves to God, obey God and suffer the consequences. 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS RETURN GOOD FOR EVIL (2:15) 

“For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.” 
Graciously doing what is right is how God wants us to respond to those oppose us. 
“ignorance of foolish people” - the verbal opposition, brought by the ruling officials and the general populous  
“Ignorance” and “foolish” - morally defiled because they are separated from the life of God 

Followers of Jesus are not to come off as anarchists in society. 
We desire to see gospel grace change us, change others and consequently change culture.  
Walking in biblical truth, being respectful and responsible in society, empowers our gospel witness. 

1 Thessalonians 4:11–12  
The prayer is that God will reveal the wisdom of biblical behavior and silence the opposition of opponents. 



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS DO NOT SUBMIT TO RULING AUTHORITIES OUT 
OF WEAKNESS, BUT AS SERVANTS OF GOD (2:16)

“Live as people who are free,” 
God does not want them to appear reluctant or oppressed when they show respectful compliance to governing officials. 
It is for the Lord Jesus that they respond honorably to those in positions of authority in society, not because they are 
reacting to these officials with servile fear. 
“not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.” 
Followers of Jesus are not to pretend to be submissive, not having dealt with fleshly feelings of resentment and 
bitterness.  

Ephesians 6:5–7 
The people of God submit to others in life as unto the Lord.



FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE GOD-CENTERED AND OTHERS-ORIENTED 
(2:17) 

“Honor everyone.” 
gospel grace of Jesus sets us free from the self-centered norms of life. 

Matthew 20:25–28  
All people should be viewed with dignity and respect.  
“Love the brotherhood.” 
brothers and sisters in Christ are family and as such should be loved. 
Our challenges and our afflictions should never blind us to the hardships of others.  

Galatians 6:10  
“Fear God.” 
Supreme allegiance and loyalty are to God alone. 

1 Peter 1:17  
“Honor the emperor.” 
Followers of Jesus are to honor the king or emperor even after they have placed their trust in the Lord . 
The Lord is worshiped, but the king is to be respected. 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

Are there aspects of your attitude toward ruling authorities that need to be changed? 
Do you repay the evil of foolishness and ignorance with good deeds? 
Do you have to pretend to be submissive to authority, or is it as unto the Lord from the heart? 
How consistently is your life God-centered and others-oriented?
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