
1 Peter 1:22-25
THE POWER AND THE ENDURANCE OF GOD’S WORD PUTS LOVE ON DISPLAY



Learning and living gospel truth bears the fruit of 
loving others (22) 

“Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth”  
! Peter reflects on and affirms their response to biblical and gospel truth.  
! The truth is not something simply to know; the truth purifies and transforms the people of God by 

the grace of God.  

“for a sincere brotherly love,” 
! When the grace of God grips a heart by the truth of God, it results in the joy of obedience that 

cannot be contained, but delights to be shared.  
! A “sincere” love is a genuine care for others that is not plastic or pretend.  

! The love describe here is not resourced by human sensitivity. 

! It is the truth of God that transforms hearts and lives and inspires loving concern for others.  

! When God through gospel truth transforms the hearts of His people, it produces sincere love for 
one’s brothers and sisters in Christ. 



Learning and living gospel truth bears the fruit of 
loving others (22) 

“love one another earnestly from a pure heart,” 
! God does not want us to be content with a bit of loving transformation. 

! 1 Thessalonians 4:9–10  
! God wants us to anticipate growing in love as we grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

! “earnest” (ektenōs) - a demonstration of affection, care and concern that goes beyond what is normal 
! As God continues to shape our lives by His gracious, our lives become more consistently and eagerly loving toward God 

and others. 
! Having embraced the role of a selfless servant, Jesus washed the feet of every disciple and instructs them to do likewise.  

! John 13:15–17 
! John 13:34–35  

“from a pure heart”  
! Those in the church who are not characteristically and consistently loving, are people with selfish and impure 

hearts that are not obeying the truth. 
! The display of loving concern for others should be what followers of Jesus anticipate and pursue from 

learning, living and sharing the truth.



A life of love is sustained by the Spirit of God 
applying the living and enduring word of God (23) 

! All those who have been born again have been given resources to love. 
! What God requires of us, His grace He supplies. 

! The point of Peter’s instruction is that part of persevering grace is the power to love beyond what is 
normal consistently.  

! The seed of truth does not appear at the beginning of our spiritual life with Jesus and then fade away for 
some.

! The imperishable seed (the word of God) that transforms our hearts and souls is alive in us and 
abides in us by the power of God.
! John 6:63  

! Peter is emphasizing the enduring power of the word to encourage the hearts of these suffering followers 
of Jesus to affectionately care for one another.



Fleshly investments are temporary while the benefits 
of the word (gospel truth) are eternal (24-25) 

24 for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the 
flower falls, 
! Isaiah 40:6–8  
! Attempts to satisfy the flesh by delighting in the things of this earth are short-lived. 
! Suffering at the hands of people on earth is short-lived as well. 
! In fact, the best days in the flesh on earth (i.e. the flower of the grass) pass quickly. 
! Sowing to the flesh is a shallow and destructive investment. 

! Galatians 6:7–8  

! The best of this world, and the best we can make of it, will all one day be purged with fire and destroyed.
! 2 Peter 3:10–11 



Fleshly investments are temporary while the benefits 
of the word (gospel truth) are eternal (24-25) 

“but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  
! Being connected to God through the gospel truth in Jesus Christ is the pathway of 

eternal blessing. 
! 2 Peter 1:3–4  

“And this word is the good news that was preached to you.” 
! We are fortunate to hear and receive the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ that we 

heard from people loved by God who were inspired to love us. 
! We are blessed to hear it and receive it. 
! We are blessed to live it and to share it.



Questions to Consider

! In what ways do you see the enduring power of God’s word consistently 
producing love and faithfulness in your life? 

! How can the word of God help you to resist giving in to the temporary 
gratifications offered by the world the flesh and the devil? 

! Will you share your plan to make the word of God more significant in 
your life in 2017 with someone for the purpose of mutual 
encouragement?
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