
1 Peter 2:1-3
A passion for truth has a purging influence 



It is necessary to cast off sin that damages 
loving relationships (2:1) 

“So put away”  
• Followers of Jesus need to be serious about getting rid of sin in our hearts 

and lives. 
• Rather than realizing and justifying, we need to be identifying and 

eradicating. 
• “Do you mortify? Do you make it your daily work? Be always at it whilst 

you live; cease not a day from this work; be killing sin or it will be killing 
you.” (John Owen) 
• Romans 8:13  

• Such an approach to our sanctification is the evidence of our justification.



It is necessary to cast off sin that damages 
loving relationships (2:1) 

“all malice” 
• Malice can be summed up as deep-seated evil of heart that displays 

itself with loveless and condemning expressions about or toward 
people. 
• This is a sin that harbors resentment which stirs up feelings of 

hostility. 
• We cannot deal with sin better than God. 
• Romans 12:17–21  

• Every remnant of bitterness and disgust needs to be surrendered to 
Jesus. 



It is necessary to cast off sin that damages 
loving relationships (2:1) 

“all deceit” 
• The best deceivers are self-deceived. 

• 2 Timothy 3:12–13  

• Deceitfulness is the fruit of cognitive dissonance. 
• Succumbing to a deceitful heart is the result of walking in the flesh, not the 

Spirit. 
• Jeremiah 17:9 

• We must resist the flesh. 
• Galatians 5:16–17 

• It is fleshly shrewdness to convince oneself and others that one’s sinful feelings 
and one’s sinful conduct are legitimate. 



It is necessary to cast off sin that damages 
loving relationships (2:1) 

“and hypocrisy” 
• Hypocrisy - someone knows they are one thing and they pretend to be 

something else. 
• Matthew 23:25–28  

• You may be carrying on the greatest charade and everyone believes 
you to be something you are not – but God knows!



It is necessary to cast off sin that damages 
loving relationships (2:1) 

“and envy” 
• Envy occurs when others experience favor, reward or success and it 

creates feelings of jealous resentment. 
• The knowledge of grace received from God (i.e. undeserved favor) 

should help us to celebrate the achievements of grace in the lives and 
relationships of other.  
• Romans 12:15 
• 1 Corinthians 12:26 



It is necessary to cast off sin that damages 
loving relationships (2:1) 

“and all slander” 
• Slander and gossip are very destructive forces. 
• James 3:6–12  

• The reality of gospel grace and the transforming power of the Holy 
Spirit makes a difference, not only in the way we live, but also in the 
way we talk. 
• Just because something is true does not mean it needs to be shared.



It is necessary to nurture a passion for the 
Lord and His gospel truth (2:2) 

“Like newborn infants long for the pure spiritual milk that by it you 
may grow up into salvation,”  
• Peter is not rebuking their childishness by giving this example; he’s 

encouraging a passion for growth. 
• Those who have New Covenant life in Jesus should pursue nurturing 

spiritual life in the truths and the promises of Scripture. 
• Psalm 42:1–2  

• Followers of Jesus should avoid pacification with substitutes and go 
hard after the truths of Jesus in Scripture.



It is necessary to nurture a passion for the 
Lord and His gospel truth (2:2) 

“if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  
• Those who have experienced the liberating gospel truth of Jesus know 

the goodness of transformation. 
• Casting off the works of the flesh is the negative, but producing the 

fruit of a transformed life is positively a joyous blessing. 
• John 15:1–11



Questions to Consider

•What are the sins damaging your relationships with others 
that you need to cast off? 
• How are you showing you are serious about developing a 
passion for the Lord and His Word? 
• How are you showing that purging the flesh and growing in 
Jesus is a joyous endeavor? 
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