
1 PETER 2:4-8

The beauty of the  
church coming to Jesus 



JESUS EQUIPS HIS PEOPLE TO UNITE  
AS A LIVING TEMPLE OF WORSHIP (2:4-5)

“As you come to him”
• Psalm 34:8 
• Peter is making a clear reference to the deity of Jesus.
•Coming to Jesus in an ongoing practice. 
• By New Covenant gospel grace all believers, not just a fortunate few, 

draw near to Jesus.
• Matthew 11:28–30 



JESUS EQUIPS HIS PEOPLE TO UNITE  
AS A LIVING TEMPLE OF WORSHIP (2:4-5)

“a living stone”
• To describe Jesus as a living stone refers to a common building material 

of that time.
• The building describe by Peter in this context is that of a living and 

spiritual temple.
• The context sees Jesus as a living cornerstone. 
• “Living” refers to Jesus in His resurrection life.
• In the early days of the church Peter made the same correlation. 
• Acts 4:10–11



JESUS EQUIPS HIS PEOPLE TO UNITE  
AS A LIVING TEMPLE OF WORSHIP (2:4-5)

• The cornerstone is the most critical stone of the structure.
• As a living stone, He has the power to influence our support and our 

direction in dynamic ways.
• Jesus the pattern and His life through the Spirit grants us the power of 

transformation. 
• 2 Corinthians 3:18 

•We are not to measure ourselves by ourselves.
• 2 Corinthians 10:12 



JESUS EQUIPS HIS PEOPLE TO UNITE  
AS A LIVING TEMPLE OF WORSHIP (2:4-5)

“rejected by men”
• The life Jesus lived and the life Jesus offers does not have credibility from self-

righteous or secular people.
• If they rejected Jesus, we should not be shocked when they reject His followers.
“but in the sight of God chosen and precious,”
• Jesus didn’t come to win the approval of men and women, but to transform, 

gather and strengthen those entrusted to Him by the Father.
• He doesn’t need the approval of men and women; He has the approval of His 

Father.
• Every moment of New Covenant grace is living, powerful and important 

because it puts God’s grace through Jesus on display. 



JESUS EQUIPS HIS PEOPLE TO UNITE  
AS A LIVING TEMPLE OF WORSHIP (2:4-5)

“you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house,”
• As we come to Jesus we cannot help but be brought together as His 

people.
• Humble dependent followers are in humble and dependent fellowship. 
• We are built together spiritually, like the interdependent stones that 

become the structure of a temple.
• The people of the church are the spiritual temple where God dwells by 

His Spirit.
• Ephesians 2:19–22



JESUS EQUIPS HIS PEOPLE TO UNITE  
AS A LIVING TEMPLE OF WORSHIP (2:4-5)

“to be a holy priesthood,”
• Every recipient of life and direction from Jesus serves as a priest in the New 

Covenant. 
• Peter’s point is not to stress the individual application, but the corporate. 
• We share together in the blessing of access to God for petitions, requests, 

fellowship, peace and joy.
“to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
• Spiritual sacrifices describe worship and praise, love and kindness, service and 

surrender, gospel sharing and gospel encouragement, joy and tears, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit. 
• The living presence of God in our midst is the reason corporate worship should be 

filled with truth, filled with emotion, filled with expression. 



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

•How are you drawing near to Jesus daily for the good of your 
soul?
•What are some of the distractions you need to confess and 

forsake?
•How are you experiencing vital connection with fellow believers 

as you worship and grow in Christ?
• In what ways do you experience unity with fellow believers in 

corporate worship?
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