
1 PETER 2:4-8 – PART 2

The impact of receiving or 
rejecting the gospel of Jesus 



Jesus equips His people to unite as a living 
temple of worship (2:4-5)

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in 
the sight of God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like 
living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ.



Accepting Jesus delivers God’s people from 
shame (6-7a)
■ Peter quotes from the prophet Isaiah.


– Isaiah 28:16  
■ As interpreted in Peter, God appoints His Son, Jesus the Messiah, 

to be the only sure and dependable Savior. 

– “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone…” – God’s plan to provide 

salvation through the work of His Son, Jesus the Messiah, is 
eternal and deliberate, meaning it is not arbitrary or reactionary.  

– The Savior and those He saves are part of God’s eternal plan. 
■ Ephesians 1:3–6 


– The salvation God provides for every individual is intentional and 
purposeful. 



Accepting Jesus delivers God’s people from 
shame (6-7a)
“whoever believes in him” 

■ Consistently coming to Jesus, trusting and believing in Him, His truths and 

His promises, validates that those persevering and pursuing saints “will not 
be put to shame.”

– All other avenues of salvation are misleading dead ends. 
– One day, full vindication will dawn and all sorrow and suffering will be no 

more. 

“7 So the honor is for you who believe,”

■ Those who trust in Jesus Christ are honored with the gift of vindication at the 

last day.

– 1 Peter 1:3–5 


■ God’s “living stones,” who draw life and direction from Jesus the “living 
stone,” are looking forward to the day of honor and vindication.



Rejecting Jesus causes unbelievers to 
stumble (7b-8)
“but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone,”

■ Peter affirms the prediction of the psalmist.


– Psalm 118:22 
■ Jesus and Peter apply this psalm to the religious leaders in Israel that reject 

Jesus as the Messiah and Savior (Cf. Matt 21:42; Mark 12:10–11; Luke 
20:17; Acts 4:11).


■ Nations who rely on their own power and religious leaders who rely on their 
own righteousness have the same problem.


■ They reject what God provides outside of them and their abilities. 

– Matthew 5:6  

■ The stone rejected by the self-righteous and the selfish is established by 
God as the foundation stone of primacy. 



Rejecting Jesus causes unbelievers to 
stumble (7b-8)
8 and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.”  

■ Peter quotes again from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 8:14  
■ Those who put their hope of deliverance in anything but 

God will be brought down in judgment. 

■ The people of Israel and Judah must learn to fear God, not 

the nations.

■ God provided Jesus as the sole hope of deliverance, but rather 

than honor Him, people ignore Him, trip over Him, and being 
offended, they stand in opposition to Him.



Rejecting Jesus causes unbelievers to 
stumble (7b-8)
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
■ In one verse, we see both the responsibility of man and the sovereignty of God.

■ These people willingly reject and disobey the word.


– They do what their sinful and selfish heart desires, disrespecting and 
disobeying Him. 

– They choose to trust in life as they know it and define it.  
■ This is the determined and just condemnation of all who reject Jesus in their 

unregenerate state. 

■ Those who reject the truth of gospel hope, will come face-to-face with Jesus 

as their judge, experiencing just condemnation.

– The did what they wanted to do – reject Jesus and disobey the truth. 
– God gives them what they deserve as part of His eternal plan to display His 

wrath and justice.



Questions to Consider

■ What are your reactions to the fact that you and your 
salvation are part of the eternal plan of God to put His 
glorious character on display?


■ What are some ways you see having an eternal 
perspective important? 


■ Why do earthly people want to rely on their own power 
and wisdom and pious people want to rely on their own 
righteousness?


■ How are you responding to Jesus right now?



1 PETER 2:4-8 – PART 2

The impact of receiving or 
rejecting the gospel of Jesus 


