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ALL FOLLOWERS OF JESUS SHOULD FEAR GOD 
THROUGHOUT LIFE ON EARTH (1:17)

“And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially…” 
“Call” is a present tense verb indicating the regular practice of calling on the Father for help.
Regardless of race or measureable sinfulness, knowing God as Father through Jesus changes 
everything.
Being part of the family of God is a wonderful blessing and privilege, but no one should take selfishness, 
pride and sinfulness lightly.
All those calling God their Father need to see God as a Father who shows no favoritism, but is available 
to all equally and scrutinizes the behavior of all equally. 
“…according to each one’s deeds…” – The Father’s examination and reaction to each of His children is 
connected to their actions.
None of us should feel underprivileged or deprived.

2 Peter 1:3–4 
There is a promise blessing for obedience and a promise of discipline, and this is true for all followers of 
Jesus without distinction. 



ALL FOLLOWERS OF JESUS SHOULD FEAR GOD 
THROUGHOUT LIFE ON EARTH (1:17)

conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,
All followers of Jesus should fear God, honoring Him with respectful submission, learning and living His 
wisdom and truth. 
Many think that trembling terror does not fit in their idea of a close and loving relationship with God.
But the casualness and comfortable relationship many claim to have with God seems to domesticate 
God in terms humans find comfortable.
Such attempts to make God warm and cuddly fail to represent the biblical reality that God is a consuming 
fire and you dare not trifle with Him.

Hebrews 12:28–29 
The tender and caring Fatherhood of God is real, but the trembling fear of God’s holiness cannot be 
diminished. 

Philippians 2:12–13 
“…throughout the time of your exile…” - such feelings are not to come and go 



ALL FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE SET APART BY THE 
REDEEMING BLOOD OF JESUS (18-19)

18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers,

“Futile ways” are the popular and common ways of worldly living.
1 Corinthians 6:9–11 

A life that does not conformed to the will and ways of God through Christ 
Jesus is futile – worthless, useless.
A price was paid to free you (“ransomed”) from the captivity of well entrenched 
sin and selfishness. 



ALL FOLLOWERS OF JESUS ARE SET APART BY THE 
REDEEMING BLOOD OF JESUS (18-19)

not with perishable things such as silver or gold,
Significant purchases were made in the marketplace of life using silver or gold.

19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 
The debt was settled with the bloody death of Jesus on the cross.
All sinners – big and small – only stand because the blood of Jesus provides atonement for their sins. 

Isaiah 64:6–7 
Romans 3:10–12 
Romans 3:23-25

“…like that of a lamb without blemish or spot” 
All sinners, saved by grace, stand in the righteousness of Jesus alone 



EXAMINATION QUESTIONS  TO CONSIDER

Is your fear of God comfortable or is it biblical?
Are you walking in trembling reverence consistently before your 
God?
Are you experiencing the ongoing purging effect of grace that 
separate you from the sins of the past and the present?
How precious is the forgiveness purchased for you by the blood of 
Jesus on the cross?
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