
An Introduction to 1 Peter 
 

Enduring persecution and affliction  
for the glory of Jesus 

“Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s 
will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while 
doing good.” 1 Peter 4:19



Background on Peter
• Peter’s name was Simon and Jesus gave him the name Peter. 
●John 1:40–42  

• Peter is the only disciple to walk on water. 
●Matthew 14:25–31  

• Peter experienced a rollercoaster of spiritual experiences in life. 
●Matthew 16:13–23  

• Peter believed his determination to follow Jesus was strong. 
●Matthew 26:31–35  
●Luke 22:55–62  

• Jesus commissions Peter to love and serve others. 
●John 21:15–17 



Background on 1 Peter 
How do we know Peter wrote this letter? 
●The letter claims to be written by Peter (Cf. 1:1). 
●His authorship was not disputed in the early years of the church. 

Reasons some question if Peter wrote the letter 
●If 1 Peter addresses persecution as an organized reality throughout the 

Roman Empire, which history indicated didn’t take place until after 
Peter’s death sometime in the 60’s, Peter didn’t write this letter. 
●Nothing in the letter indicates state sponsored, empire wide persecution, 

is being addressed.



Background on 1 Peter 
• Suffering and affliction is a reality for all believers. 
● John 15:20 
● 2 Timothy 3:12  
● Philippians 1:29  

• Affliction through threats, discrimination, violence and death can happen toward 
believers anytime and anywhere. 

• Is the polished Greek of the letter a reason to question an untrained Jewish fisherman’s 
pen? 
●Greek was the language of commerce and Peter would have learned it as a Galilean fisherman. 
● As Peter wrote and communicated with Greek speaking people as an Apostle, his skills would 

continue to develop.  

• Peter wrote this letter sometime late in his life, probably between 62 AD and 64 AD and 
he wrote it from Rome. 
● 1 Peter 5:13 



Background on 1 Peter 
Why is he writing a letter to dispersed followers of Jesus? 

• 1 Peter 1:1  

• He writes to primarily Gentile followers of Jesus in churches located in regions that make up 
modern-day Turkey.



Background on 1 Peter 
•The following passages are not how Peter would likely describe primarily 
Jewish church members. 
●1 Peter 1:17–18  
●1 Peter 4:3–4  

•Peter was familiar with affliction and persecution and would be able to encourage those 
who are struggling to find hope in God’s gospel purpose in Jesus. 
●The perseverance of followers of Jesus is to be characterized by being obedient, by being others-
oriented, and by trusting in God’s enabling grace. (still relevant!) 
●1 Peter 4:19 

•Such perseverance is not the fruit of man-centered determination, but God-centered 
dependence. 
●1 Peter 5:10 

•They should experience comfort as they persevere through persecution by the knowledge 
that the gospel work of Jesus has set them apart as the true people of God (spiritual 
Israel). 
●1 Peter 2:9–10 



Questions to Consider

•Are you suffering?  
•Are you prepared for affliction and persecution to come? 
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