
Luke 15:11-32 – Part1
TWO GODLESS SONS 

~ PARTYERS AND PIOUS ALL NEED JESUS ~ 



The allurement of materialism and self-gratification 
are real and powerful (11-12)

“11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of 
property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them.”  
! Deuteronomy 21:17  
! The son wants what the father has, not his father. 
! This loving father diminishes his life for the sake of his son. 



The “good life” can become a broken life of 
destitution (13-16) 

“13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his 
property in reckless living.”  
! “a far country” – away from influence and communication.  
! The younger son lives fast, loose and foolishly. 
“14 And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in 
that country, and he began to be in need.”  
! A life severed from God can have the thrill of a free-fall from an 

airplane.  
! The realities of disasters around us are divine wake-up calls to the 

fact that we have no parachute! 



The “good life” can become a broken life of 
destitution (13-16) 

“15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 
country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.”  
! People will pursue security in something or someone. 
! The partyer has become a survivor. 
“16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, 
and no one gave him anything.”  
! The party animal is now hungry. 
! He’s a humiliated Jew. 
! No one truly cares for his soul.



Hope can be found from the view up from the bottom 
(17-20a) 

“17 But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger!’”  
! Coming to yourself and knowing you need the Father are the gifts of 

repentance.  
! Repentance turns away from the emptiness of human life and turns 

toward God.  
“18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.”  
! Repentance is a humble, broken realization of how going your own way 

offends God. 
! There are no rights possessed and no demands to be made. 



Hope can be found from the view up from the bottom 
(17-20a) 

“Treat me as one of your hired servants.’”  
! We make a critical mistake saying the point of the prodigal is “I’ve 

blown it as a son, maybe I can make it as a slave. I will work for it.”  
! Repentance is awakening to the fact you left a benevolent God. 
“20 And he arose and came to his father.”  
! From a distant country the trip back would be long and hard.  
! The “free life” wasn’t all it was cracked up to be. 



The heart of God for desperately needy sinners 
(20b-24)

1. God is not too busy with other things that your return to Him is unimportant. 
! Verse 20 - “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.” 

2. The God of compassion warmly welcomes the repentant. 
! Verse 20 - “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.” 

3. God throws decorum to the wind to find a sheep, sweep for the coin, and 
run to the son.  
! Verse 20 - “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt 

compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.”



The heart of God for desperately needy sinners 
(20b-24)

4. Our God and Father is absolutely holy and very loving. 
! Verse 20 - “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 

and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 
him.” 

5. True repentance is completely humble and has no regrets. 
! Verse 21 - “21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’”  

! 2 Corinthians 7:10



The heart of God for desperately needy sinners 
(20b-24)

6. God grants enthusiastic and unrestrained restoration of the 
repentant to the family. 
! Verse 22 - “22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the 

best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes 
on his feet.” 

! John 1:12 
7. God celebrates at the gathering of His sheep, coins, and sons. 
! Verses 23-24 - “23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us 

eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; 
he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.” 



Questions to Consider
!Are you weary, worn and needy in a sinful, selfish and less 

than fulfilling life? 
!Will you come to God through the work of Jesus alone, 

accepting His love and mercy? 
!Child of God are you in need of renewal and returning to 

Jesus today? 
!Does your heart reflect the Father’s by looking for and 

welcoming fellow sinners?
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