
2 Corinthians 13:11-14
Closing words of encouragement for a divided 
congregation 



Strive for joyful 
unification 
(13:11) 

●Joy should be the response of God’s people whenever they see the 
evidence of God’s activity.
●Rejoice when God’s activity is on display through the comprehension of 

truth
● Acts 16:14 
● 2 Timothy 2:24–26 

●  Rejoice when God’s activity is on display through transformation 
● Romans 12:1–2 

●Rejoice when God’s activity is on display through communication 
● Acts 4:29–31 
● Ephesians 4:11–16 

●Joy is God’s gift to our hearts to draw on in any circumstance.
● Philippians 4:4–6 
● James 1:2–4 



Strive for joyful 
unification 
(13:11) 

“Aim for restoration”
●No follower of Jesus should be content to live at odds with God or 

His people.
●When truth reveals we are out of line we must seek God’s grace for 

personal restoration.
●We should seek the restoration of others (Cf. verse 9).

● Galatians 6:1–2 

“comfort one another”
●Followers of Jesus need to be willing to come alongside each other 

in times of affliction, pain and suffering.
● 2 Corinthians 1:3–5



Strive for joyful 
unification 
(13:11) 

“agree with one another”
●We should resist developing fleshly, prideful and stubborn attitudes .
●Bullheaded and unteachable people are not promoters of Christ-

centered and humble unity.
●Strive to have an agreeable disposition.
“live in peace” 
●Followers of Jesus should live in a manner that promotes harmony.

●Romans 14:19
“and the God of love and peace will be with you”
●God does not leave us on our own to promote unity.

●Galatians 5:22–23
●Almighty God inspires and empowers these qualities in the lives of His 

children.



Display holy 
affection for one 
another (13:12)

12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
●People show affection and care for one another in various ways.

● Followers of Jesus should be display holy affection toward each other 
consistently.
● Such greetings should be worshipful and sincere, not mindless and trivial.

●It is “holy” because God sets it apart from corrupt desire of our 
humanity.
●It is a “kiss” because that is a common display of honor and 

affection in the middle east.
●Those transformed by gospel grace should be displaying holy 

affection for one another!



The goodness of 
gospel grace is 
larger than any 
local 
congregation 
(13:13)

13 All the saints greet you.

●Other followers of Jesus not only know about them, they 
want the Corinthian church to know they care about 
them.
●This church is in the hearts and prayers of many.
●They affirm the blessings and pray for their struggles.



The Trinitarian 
blessing on the 
church (13:14)

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
●They do not have to earn the favor of God because the Jesus has merited all 

the favor of God for them.
● Jesus loves them and will enable them to be the church they have been 

called to be.
“and the love of God”
●True holy and pure affection flows from the heavenly Father for them.
●He has brought them into His family and He delights to love them as His 

own.
“and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”
● In a church marked for some time by comparative condemnation and 

division, Paul invites them to experience fellowship, sweet and rich 
communion, with the Holy Spirit.
●Paul blesses them in the name and power of their Triune God for whom 

nothing is impossible.
● Jeremiah 32:17



Questions  
to  
Consider

●Are you pursuing unity with your brothers and sisters in 
the church in practical ways?
●Are you openly displaying affection for your brothers and 
sisters in Christ in a manner that is consistent, worshipful 
and sincere?
●Are you showing your concern for churches outside your 
own? 
●Is there a conscious acknowledgement of the power of 
the Triune God in your life and in your church?
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