
Luke 15:1-10
Does your heart reflect the heart of God?



introduction



Gospel compassion shines hope on sinners while self-
righteousness hoards its achievements (1-2) 
• Those shunned by the religious community are welcomed by Jesus.
• The Pharisees felt unsavory people would corrupt them. 
• Self-righteous people see holiness as a matter of observable separation.
• True holiness is a matter of humble surrender to God and humble gospel 

compassion for others.
• Jesus was unwilling to conform and adopt their standards and that 

bugged them.
• Luke 5:31–32
• Luke 19:10  



Gospel compassion is like a shepherd’s pursuit of a lost 
sheep and the shared joy in its rescue (3-7)
The Pursuit
• This is not what the shepherd planned that day.
• Why is the shepherd willing to hazard the threats to his security and safety?
• The welfare of the sheep is his life and passion. 

• John 10:11–13
• Jesus is communicating His loving care and compassion by the example of a faithful 

shepherd.
• Isaiah 40:11 
• Ezekiel 34:15–16 

• The problem is the self-righteous are not tapped into the divine resource of love flowing 
from the triune God.
• Romans 5:5 
• Galatians 5:22-23



Gospel compassion is like a shepherd’s pursuit of a lost 
sheep and the shared joy in its rescue (3-7)
The Joy
• The shepherd was not frustrated and irritated due to the 

inconvenience or the risks taken.
• This is a normal problem and far from surprising.
• The joy of the shepherd is shared with others who can relate to his 

delight.
• His greatest joy is not that he was spared financial loss. 
• His joy is overflowing because genuinely cares for his sheep.
• He is incapable of keeping his delight to himself



Gospel compassion is like a shepherd’s pursuit of a lost 
sheep and the shared joy in its rescue (3-7)
The Application 
• The celebration in heaven gives a clear indication about how 

important finding lost sinners is to the Father.
• The Pharisees and Scribes should mirror the heart of the Father in 

heaven by having care and compassion for lost sinners.
• For “sinners and tax collectors” it is encouraging to know the Father 

truly cares and searches for them.



Gospel compassion is like a woman’s search for a lost 
coin and the celebration at its discovery (8-10) 
The Search
• Somehow she lost a coin—one tenth of her savings.
• Such a coin would not be easily found.
• The coin is significant to her and she looks for it diligently.
• I’m sure this was not exactly what the woman had planned on that 

day.
• She put her heart and focused effort into the task because the lost 

coin mattered to her!



Gospel compassion is like a woman’s search for a lost 
coin and the celebration at its discovery (8-10) 
The Rejoicing

• She takes the time to search, she takes the time to rejoice.
• She made a point to invite others into her joy which showed to them how valuable the lost coin was to the 

woman.
The Application 

• It isn’t the presence of egotistical self-righteous people stirring excitement in heaven.
• The fact that the self-righteous don’t mirror the Father’s heart in seeking the lost is very revealing.
• The “sinners” and tax collectors should be encouraged that God in Jesus is willing to get down where they are to 

find them and save them.
• The test of the authenticity of our worship is our activity in the trenches!
• John 20:21 “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”.



Examination Questions to Consider

• Are you thankful Jesus came to seek and save you, a lost and needy 
sinner?
• Are you avoiding pursuing the lost due to fear of corruption? 
•Will you repent of your self-righteous distractions and indifference? 
•Will you plead with God to make you more loving and intentional 

with the gospel? 
•Will you ask God for a heart that delights to do His will in seeking and 

saving the lost?



Luke 15:1-10
Does your heart reflect the heart of God?


