
LUKE 14

Lessons to learn in an 
age of selfies



Goal – Unpack Luke 15

■ Luke 15:1–2 “1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear 
him. 2 And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man receives 
sinners and eats with them.’” 


– “tax collectors” - Jewish men who bought the privilege from the Romans to 
gather taxes from their own people


– “sinners” - those leading openly immoral lives; those with occupations 
associating them with immoral people; those who were diseased and 
deformed 

■ To understand chapter 15 we must see it in the light of chapter 14.



Religious observances are not to make us 
insensitive to the needs of people – Luke 14:1-6 
■ Why is Jesus sharing table fellowship with a ruler of the Pharisees?

■ “…they were watching him carefully.” – Feeling threatened by the growing popularity of 

Jesus, they are trying to catch Him in some condemnable act.

– Luke 11:53–54 
– Luke 20:20 

■ Jesus, aware of their intentions, beats them to them to the punch with a question.

■ “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” – Jesus intends to show their hearts are 

filled with condemnation, not compassion.

■ “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will 

not immediately pull him out?” – Compassion would be shown on the Sabbath for their 
family and their possessions


■ They stand with hardhearted disagreement with what Jesus did for “sinners.”

■ The way we treat other sinners is indicative of our awareness of how God treats us.



Self-consciousness is the enemy of 
worship and service – Luke 14:7-11
■ Why don’t they care about a man who is diseased and hurting? 

■ When they think about others it is about how much prestige they have in 

the eyes of others.

■ They want to be around prominent people because they loved to be 

recognized as people of achievement and significance. 

■ The instruction of Jesus is verse 11 describes one with an accurate 

perception of God.



Selfless concern for others protects against 
mutual admiration societies – Luke 14:12-14 
■ We can avoid self-centered busyness by honoring God 

through serving others!

■ We need an eternal perspective. 

■ We store up treasures in heaven by selflessly serving others 

here for the glory of God and the good of their souls.

■ Jesus assures us it is more blessed to give than to receive.



Woe to those who undervalue the benevolence 
of a merciful God – Luke 14:15-24
■ Jesus tells the man who will be invited to eat bread in the Kingdom of God.

■ Jesus shares an example of a man who held and great banquet—illustrating the heart 

of His Father in heaven.

– “a field” – one’s career 
– “five yoke of oxen” – one’s possessions 
– “a wife”- one’s family 

■ A passion for God means you have an overflowing concern for others to know the 
mercy you have known.


■ Why is Jesus eating with tax collectors and sinners?

– The healthy don’t need a doctor, but he sick do.  
– Jesus is revealing the Father’s heart and filling the Father’s house.



Jesus is to be supremely valued – Luke 
14:25-35 
■ Followers of Jesus cannot love anything or anyone more than he or she loves Jesus.


– Dying to self-centeredness and self-righteousness is a daily need and desire. 
– It makes sense to count the cost. 

■ Useless Salt - All that we hold on to in this life brings contamination and the result is 
uselessness.  


■ “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” (Jim Elliot)

■ “The cross is not the terrible end to an otherwise God-fearing and happy life, but it 

meets us at the beginning of our communion with Christ.  When Christ calls a man, he 
bids him come and die.” (Dietrich Bonhoeffer)
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