
2 Corinthians 6:4-13Leading others down the pathway of a grace-filled life



Purposeful perseverance  
commends true gospel ambassadors (4a) 

◆Servants of God are led to surrender to the service of God and 
others.  

◆Ambassadors are on the look out for the unregenerate, the 
ungrateful, and the unrepentant. 

◆The commendation is not what Paul says about himself and his 
associates as ambassadors of Christ, but what enabling grace 
accomplishes in and through them. 

◆What is to be shared is what is what it means not to receive God’s 
grace in vain. 



Purposeful perseverance  
commends true gospel ambassadors (4a) 

◆“great endurance” – what God grants so that hardship and affliction can 
be encountered with purposeful perseverance  
◆ It is endurance with hopeful delight that commends a gospel servant. 
◆Romans 5:3–5  
◆Colossians 1:11–12  

◆ This is how God empowers His gospel servants to endure – purposefully 
and joyfully! 

◆Enduring opposition and affliction with joy puts grace on display. 



Purposeful perseverance is needed because living a gospel life 
produces various forms of suffering (4b-5) 

◆These nine forms of oppression can be grouped into three 
categories: 
1. Suffering in general (“afflictions, hardships, calamities”) 
2. Suffering at the hands of people (“beatings, imprisonments, riots”) 
3. Suffering due to dedicated service (“labors, sleepless nights, 

hunger”) 
◆Only God can make the product of a grace-filled life desirable and 

attainable!



Purposeful perseverance puts the gospel life on display 
through various honorable qualities (6-7) 

◆ Purity - indicates a lack of distraction or duplicity because of a sharpening awareness and loyalty to 
Jesus 
◆ James 4:8  

◆ Knowledge - a growing awareness of biblical insight  
◆ True wisdom is the application of biblical insight. 
◆ John 13:17 

◆ Patience - enduring pain or disappointment 
◆ Kindness - warmhearted meekness and sympathy 

◆ Instead of repaying evil for evil, purposeful and joyful perseverance moves out with care and 
concern. 

◆ 1 Thessalonians 5:15  
◆ The Holy Spirit 

◆ In the middle of all these honorable qualities, Paul affirms the reservoir of these resources. 
◆ Galatians 5:22–23 



Purposeful perseverance puts the gospel life on display 
through various honorable qualities (6-7) 

◆ Genuine love – sincerely felt and expressed affection and concern for others 
◆ Truthful speech – has the sense of dependable communication 
◆ The power of God – the sum total of gospel life and ministry is the power God 

◆ There are no honorable qualities flowing from purposeful and joyful perseverance in 
gospel life and ministry without the power of God. 

◆ No one responds to truth outside the power of God. 
◆ Acts 1:8  

◆ with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 
◆ Gospel servants are armed by God to fight the forces of darkness and doubt. 
◆ Followers of Jesus are equipped with both offensive and defensive weapons. 

◆ Ephesians 6:16–17 



Purposeful perseverance in gospel ministry puts grace on 
display through many contrasting realities (8-10) 

◆ Through honor and dishonor – some rejoice in and others resent gospel ministry 
◆ Through slander and praise  

◆ Words can be spoken in an attempt to damage one’s reputation and words can be spoken 
to commend faithfulness. 

◆ Neither should distract the servant from his or her appointed gospel mission. 
◆ We are treated as impostors, and yet true 

◆ Some see hucksters and charlatans and others see bearers of truth. 
◆ Those outside of Jesus see gospel communicators and deceived deceivers.  

◆ As unknown, and yet well known 
◆ People of the earth see those who share the gospel as those unworthy of acknowledgment. 
◆ Those called by Jesus understand that God knows and has called them by name.



Purposeful perseverance in gospel ministry puts grace on 
display through many contrasting realities (8-10) 

◆ As dying, and behold, we live 
◆ Some say of gospel communicators, “They, too, shall pass.” 
◆ Yet Jesus brings the reality of eternal life bear now. 

◆ John 17:3 
◆ As punished, and yet not killed 

◆ The afflictions witnessed by outsiders are interpreted as gospel messengers getting what 
they deserved. 

◆ But the life and blessing of Jesus cannot be taken away. 
◆ As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing 

◆ There are various things that cause an ambassador of Jesus sorrow – rejection of 
unbelievers, disobedience of believers, illness, death, etc.  

◆ But in the midst of it all, there is always great cause for rejoicing. 
◆ Romans 8:35–37 



Purposeful perseverance in gospel ministry puts grace on 
display through many contrasting realities (8-10) 

◆ As poor, yet making many rich 
◆ Few ambassadors for Christ will be lavished with the wealth of the world. 
◆Yet through the gospel of Jesus Christ, many are made rich. 

◆ As having nothing, yet possessing everything 
◆ Paul did not possess the hallmarks of success in the world. 
◆ But because he had Jesus, he had everything.



Purposeful perseverance encouraged (11-13) 

11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide open. 
◆ The obstacle free path of gospel hope and joy and been clearly shared with 

them. (Christ-centered love wants what is best for others.) 
◆ If there is distance between them, it is by their choosing, not his. 
12 You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections. 
◆ They need to renew their affection and appreciation for what God has done 

through Paul. 
13 In return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also. 
◆ It is not unreasonable to desire for your children to love you. 
◆ Paul longs for them open their hearts to the loving flow from the Spirit of God.
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