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Ensuring followers of Jesus walk 
in the Spirit and not in the flesh	


Part 1



The incompatibility of the life direction of believers with 
that of unbelievers (6:14a)

14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. 	

•  “unequally yoked” – mismatched; unevenly yoked	

• The idea appears to be one of forming an alliance that could draw one away 

from his or her focus on Jesus and a humble gospel mission in life.	

• Being in harmony and fellowship with followers of Jesus cannot be maintained 

if believers are committed to harmony and fellowship with unbelievers.	

• Being yoked indicates more than friendships maintained for the purpose of evangelism.	

• Authenticity – Holiness	

• It is an undistracted humble focus on Jesus that produces holiness.	

• Being authentic about or sin and weakness, and how they drive us to Jesus, is the Christ-centered 

gospel we love to share with unbelievers.



The incompatibility of the life direction of believers with 
that of unbelievers (6:14a)

• If relationships are established that compromise Christ-centeredness and 
biblical direction, the connections in those relationships are too significant.	


• A couple of reasonable applications of the principle of not being unequally 
yoked with unbelievers:	

• Some business partnership should be avoided.	

• Marriage to unbelievers is an unequal yoke that should be avoided.	


• It is likely the yoke Paul has in mind is that of worldly and man-centered ways 
propagated by false teachers in contrast to biblical and Christ-centered ways he 
promotes.	


• The yoke may not be with people, but could include being harnessed to man-
centered ideology, goals, and strategies.



Honest comparisons reinforcing the incompatibility of the 
Spirit and the flesh (14b-16)

“For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness?”	

• “partnership” – a connection that influences the direction of one’s life 	

• No partnerships should exist between righteousness and lawlessness that 

would take a believer away from Christ-centered truth.	

• 2 Corinthians 5:21 	

• Romans 6:19	

• Hebrews 12:1-2	


• Lawlessness is the rejection of standards of God and the standard bearer 
– Jesus.



Honest comparisons reinforcing the incompatibility of the 
Spirit and the flesh (14b-16)

“Or what fellowship has light with darkness?”	

• There is no bond in Christian life that unites the light of Jesus with 

the darkness of sin and Satan.	

• Ephesians 5:5–8 	

• Romans 13:12-14	


• Anyone making provision for the desires of the flesh is walking in 
darkness!



Honest comparisons reinforcing the incompatibility of the 
Spirit and the flesh (14b-16)

“What accord has Christ with Belial?”	

• “accord” – harmony of people’s opinions, actions and character	

• “Christ” – the anointed one, God’s chosen Messiah	

• “Belial” – comes from a Hebrew word that means worthless, ruin 

or wickedness, and became a name for Satan, like Lucifer	

• When those who profess faith in Jesus live as those entranced and 

entrenched in the ways of the god of this world, an unholy 
partnership has been made.



Honest comparisons reinforcing the incompatibility of the 
Spirit and the flesh (14b-16)

“Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever?”	

• “portion” – a part that is set aside for a particular purpose; inheritance	

• By the power and presence of the Spirit of God we are given spiritual insight 

and understanding the people of this world know nothing about.	

• 1 Corinthians 2:9 	

• 1 Corinthians 2:14	


• Unbelievers have no portion of this insight from God or the blessing realized as 
a child of God.	

• 1 Peter 2:9 	


• We are blessed beyond all the people of this earth and we ought to humbly and 
gratefully live like we believe it.



Honest comparisons reinforcing the incompatibility of the 
Spirit and the flesh (14b-16)

“What agreement has the temple of God with idols?” 	

• “agreement” – a mutual consensus shared by a group of people; a pact 

embraced by people who share a common cause	

• The hearts of true followers of Jesus are not united with those of the 

world in common loyalty and fascination with the idols of this age 	

• 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 	


• All that is done in our body is to be for the glory of God.	

• We share no pact with the people of this world to further any cause for 

any purpose other than the glory of God. 



Questions to Consider for Self-examination

• Are you resisting unholy alliances and passionately pursuing 
peace and fulfillment in Jesus?	


• Has the Spirit of God revealed relationships that need to be 
reevaluated and changed?	


• Are you harnessed to man-centered ideology, goals, and strategies 
that need to be thrown off?
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