
The inspiring hope of earthly 
corruptible bodies becoming 
incorruptible eternal bodies 



“1 For we know that if the tent” 
 “For” – followers of Jesus long for what is unseen and eternal.
 “tent” - “jars of clay” long to be delivered from inherent 

vulnerability and deterioration.
“that is our earthly home is destroyed”

• “destroyed” – describes something that is dismantled or demolished. 
• The human mortality rate is steady at 100%.

 If Jesus does not return in our lifetime your earthly tent will 
certainly be destroyed.
• In the meantime, your earthly tent will be subject to deterioration.
• Our prayer should be, God help me to deteriorate with grace and die 

well.



“we have a building from God,”
 Paul is describing the eternal body (“building”) that 

takes the place of our present earthly body (“tent”).
• Jesus has secured a place for us
• Jesus has also secured a body for us

 a house not made with hands” - This is a “house” 
(eternal body) conceived and crafted by the Creator 
God.

“eternal in the heavens” 
 It is prepared and waiting for us at the day of the return of Jesus.
 Earthly life is good, but for the people of God, the greatest 

existence it that which is yet to come.



“2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly 
dwelling” 
 The groaning Paul describes here is hopeful longing.

 There is a longing to receive the culmination of our resurrection hope in Jesus.
 What we currently experience is the anticipation of what will fulfill us completely for 

eternity.
“if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked” 

• A disembodied state is not the “spiritual” thing to look forward to.
• Our future eternal life on the new earth is a bodily one.

 Souls have a perceivable manifestation, but not a fulfilled one.
• Revelation 6:9–10

 It is better by far to depart and be with Christ (Cf. Philippians 
1:23-24), but it is not the best that is to come.



4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would 
be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed,
 While clothed in this present earthly body, suffering, sickness, pain, sin and 

selfishness are a persistent reality.
 We are not content with what is inferior, for we long for full consummation.
 The best this life has to offer will not bring eternal contentment to our 

hearts.
• Ecclesiastes 3:11b

so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.
 A properly focused child of God does not long to die.
 Through gospel grace and the ministry of the Holy Spirit, followers of Jesus 

have a longing to be swallowed up in the victory of eternal physical life with 
Jesus.
• Isaiah 25:8 
• 1 Corinthians 15:54 



5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given 
us the Spirit as a guarantee.

• Transformation is occurring regularly within followers of Jesus as they 
are consistently nurtured by the light and life of Jesus.

• The day of complete sanctification, including bodily, is what we are 
being prepared by God to receive.

• It will dawn on the glorious day Jesus returns.
 Philippians 1:6

“who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.”
 The presence and power of the Holy Spirit within the Christian 

is a genuine foretaste of the spiritual glory to come.
 With the Spirit of God comes the thrill of spiritual 

transformation in this life.
• 2 Corinthians 3:17–18 



Are you walking through life with hope 
and anticipation?

 Is your passion for Jesus and eternity 
tangible and audible in this life?

What will be the prominent memories of 
you expressed at your funeral?

With what life on this earth has to offer, are 
you far too easily pleased?
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