
2 Corinthians 4:7-12 
God’s use of  suffering and affliction to make much of  Jesus



Gospel grace envelopes weaknesses 
with the power of God (7) 

7 But we have this treasure in jars of  clay, 
• The “treasure” referred to is new covenant gospel grace in Jesus Christ.
• 2 Corinthians 4:4 “In their case the god of  this world has blinded the minds of  the 

unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of  the gospel of  the glory of  Christ, who is the 
image of  God.”

• “jars of  clay”

• The use of  the description jars of  clay indicates at least three things:
1. Fragile 
2. Humble
3. Expendable

• The attention of  people is not fixed on the jars of  clay, but the glorious 
treasure that possesses them.
• 1 Corinthians 1:28–29 



Gospel grace envelopes weaknesses 
with the power of God (7) 

to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us.
• What is insignificant and weak is filled with something 

glorious and power – the gospel of  the light and life of  Jesus.
• Jesus didn’t come to make people look slick and polished.
• We are the most powerful when we aren’t relying on our own 

human resources, but relying on the power and sufficiency of  
Jesus and His gospel grace.

• The fixation of  our hearts and the focus of  those coming in 
contact with us should be the light and life of  Jesus in us, not the 
fissures and scratches of  our lives.



Gospel grace empowers perseverance through 
hardships by making nothing of life in the flesh 

and everything of life in Jesus (8-9)
8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed
• The vessel of  Paul earthly existence feels the constant pressure 

of  opposition crowding in and growing stronger.
• Gospel grace gives the support necessary to keep us from 

being crushed and destroyed.
perplexed, but not driven to despair
• Every follower of  Jesus can relate to being in circumstances 

that make us feel we are at our wit’s end.
• But God’s gospel grace somehow keeps us from throwing in 

the towel. 



Gospel grace empowers perseverance through 
hardships by making nothing of life in the flesh 

and everything of life in Jesus (8-9)
9 persecuted, but not forsaken
• Living in the light and life of  Jesus brings us into direct disagreement with the 

people of  the world and at times, disobedient Christians.
• Our view of  support may initially be bleak, but dependable gospel grace arrives 

and the Lord puts His arm around us to carry us on.
• 2 Timothy 4:16–18

struck down, but not destroyed;
• Paul was no stranger to physical violence and many today experience it 

because they walk with Jesus in Spirit and in truth.
• The power of  the treasure of  gospel grace will keep our lives with Jesus in tact. 
• 1 Peter 5:8–11 

• Even if  physical life is taken from us, we can rest assured we will be eternally 
with our Lord.



Learning to continually die to self 
and to continually live in Jesus (10-12)

10 always carrying in the body the death of  Jesus, so that the life of  Jesus may 
also be manifested in our bodies.
• Followers of  Jesus are called to die to the flesh, trusting that the life 

of  Jesus is so much more satisfying.
• Luke 9:23–26
• Taking up our cross means dying to all forms of  sinful self-centeredness.
• When we nurture self-centeredness in any form we will not experience the 

fullness of  life in Jesus that He promised.
• Galatians 2:20

• We are not simply called to walk in the truth but to walk with Jesus in 
His truth 



Learning to continually die to self 
and to continually live in Jesus (10-12)

• 11 For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so 
that the life of  Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 

• As jars of  clay (earthen vessels) we are always making much of  the 
treasure that possesses us and not our weak and humble selves.

• Suffering and hardship in life are the means the Lord uses to 
diminish us and exalt Jesus.
• But we are not called to make much of  our suffering and thereby deflect 

attention from the sufficiency of  Jesus.
• We supernaturally turn from self-reliance and embrace the life and love 

of  Jesus.
• If God deems the fire of trials be our lot, it is not the flames but our 

Savior that is to be our fixation.



Learning to continually die to self 
and to continually live in Jesus (10-12)

12 So death is at work in us, but life in you.
• Paul willingly embraced a life of  trial and hardship because of  

the joy he found in bringing the life of  Jesus others.
• Living and sharing the gospel brings affliction and opposition.
• Christ-centered and others-oriented suffering for the gospel brings 

life and hope to others.
• Fancy vessels can be self-absorb and suffering saints can be self-

absorb.

• We need to ask God to open our eyes to the life and light of  
Jesus and to the gospel needs of  people around us.
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