
Sharing and suffering for the gospel to the glory of God

2 Corinthians 4:13-18 – Part 1



13 Since we have the same spirit  of  faith according to what has been 
written, “I  believed, and so I  spoke,” we also believe, and so we also 
speak, 
 Some crit ics in the church in Corinth say Paul is discredited as a New 

Covenant gospel minister because of al l  the tr ials and af fl ict ions he 
encounters.

 In the previous verses Paul describes God’s purpose in using “ jars of 
clay.”

 Weak and humble vessels show the power,  strength and value of the 
treasure that possesses and sustains them.
 Many professing to be followers of Jesus believe that undergoing hardships and 

experiencing severe trials is not the intended lot of the people of God. 
 As a result, people endure incredible feelings of guilt when they encounter 

affliction in life, believing they must have sinned or their faith is weak.

GOD’S PEOPLE ARE NOT ABANDONED IN AFFLICTION AND CAN 
CONFIDENTLY ANTICIPATE DELIVERANCE (13-14)



 I t  is in the context of purposeful af fl ict ion and hopeful del iverance that 
Paul identifies with the teaching of the song recorded in Psalm 116.
 In the grip of overwhelming anguish and distress the psalmist would not throw in 

the towel.
 True faith in God is not absent from the heart of the psalmist as he endures 

distress and anguish anticipating the promise of God’s deliverance.
 In faith we trust the hands of God that hurt us in affliction, even the affliction 

that is the result of opposition from the enemies of God and His people.
 People around you may claim, “God has no part in this!” 
 Shudder with alarm at the thought of God’s absence in your affliction.

 We can be confident that God is with us in al l  af fl ictions and He wil l  
see us through to a much better end.

 Pain has a sovereign purpose and our faith should not waver as we 
endure it .

GOD’S PEOPLE ARE NOT ABANDONED IN AFFLICTION AND CAN 
CONFIDENTLY ANTICIPATE DELIVERANCE (13-14)



14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with 
Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.
 The truth of eternal gospel hope in Jesus is what Paul l ives, 

believes and shares with others consistently.
 Our greatest consolation and concentration is not a pain free and 

pleasant life.
 Acts 14:21–22

 Along with Paul, our inspiring hope is a future resurrection and 
deliverance with fellow followers of Jesus into the very presence of Jesus.
 1 John 3:1–3

 The hope of future glory fuels our perseverance and undergirds our 
gospel communication.

GOD’S PEOPLE ARE NOT ABANDONED IN AFFLICTION AND CAN 
CONFIDENTLY ANTICIPATE DELIVERANCE (13-14)



 “For it is all for your sake” – Paul is not trying to make his 
ministry stand out among others.

 He is focused on sharing the gospel glory and hope of Jesus 
with others for their benefit and joy.

so that as grace extends to more and more people it may 
increase thanksgiving, 
 Paul gladly shares the wealth of God’s gospel grace with 

others in spite of opposition and persecution. 
 Some will receive it and pass the joy of forgiveness and 

deliverance on to others.

OTHERS-ORIENTED GOSPEL MINISTRY SPREADS GRACE AND 
PRODUCES GRATITUDE TO THE GLORY OF GOD (15)



 Followers of Jesus do not live and promote pristine and 
painless lives.

 Humble and dependent followers of Jesus are blessed with 
forgiveness, cleansing and fortitude to face sin and 
selfishness in the grace of God and in the hope of an eternal 
consummation.

to the glory of God. 
 When people promote delighted thankfulness for gospel 

grace, God is glorified.
 Paul finds his joy not in self-glory, but in God’s glory.

OTHERS-ORIENTED GOSPEL MINISTRY SPREADS GRACE AND 
PRODUCES GRATITUDE TO THE GLORY OF GOD (15)
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