
2 Corinthians 2:1-4
Anticipating God’s activity when lovingly addressing tough issues 



Seek to engage in ministry that is 
mutually beneficial (1-3) 
1 For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit to you. 

 Paul was involved in a challenging confrontation during his last 
visit to Corinth.
 Ignoring the problem would have likely made matters worse.
 1 Corinthians 5:6–7 

 How many times do you allow an infectious problem to spread 
because you fail to seek repentance and restoration from a brother 
or sister? 

 Having addressed sin and sinners in the church, Paul wisely gave 
them time and space.



Seek to engage in ministry that is 
mutually beneficial (1-3) 
2 For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one 
whom I have pained?

 Paul’s emotional connection to God, truth and the church in 
Corinth is very evident.
 The gospel is a way of life that is intellectual, emotional and volitional.
 Showing gospel concern for others is both emotionally risky and 

spiritually rewarding.

 Paul didn’t play it safe, and if God is going to make us fruitful, 
neither can we.



Seek to engage in ministry that is 
mutually beneficial (1-3) 
 Only those who love you will tell you the truth.
 Paul does not avoid the tough stuff, but he also seeks what will 

bring him the greatest joy.
 Paul knows the joy of seeing people blessed by walking in the truth. 
 3 John 4
 Hebrews 13:17

 It is in the best interest of the people of God to make sure that the 
ministry of their leaders is a joy.

 Paul desires them to be the source of his joy, not his grief, so he 
avoided the scheduled visit. 



Seek to engage in ministry that is 
mutually beneficial (1-3) 
3 And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those 
who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy 
would be the joy of you all. 
 This is a letter not included in the New Testament.
 Paul wrote in a direct manner for the purpose of restoring them to God and 

truth.
 2 Corinthians 7:8–9

 He felt confident they would take his loving confrontation to heart and 
pursue the pathway of truth that would restore them to the Lord and joyfully 
to Paul.

 Paul did not feel a desire to rejoice with a few of them, but with all of them.
 In what ways are you seeking to share the joy of Jesus with others? 
 Hebrews 3:12-13



Loving confrontation is emotionally 
demanding (4)
4 For I wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and 
with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know the 
abundant love that I have for you.
 Paul loved them deeply and when they strayed from the truth it 

broke his heart.
 His love and concern for them was so strong he had to write them, 

pleading with them to reevaluate their ways in the light of truth.
 Angry rebukes rarely lead others to humble repentance.

 Paul’s written communication did not reach the page with pen 
strokes of personal offense.

 Although Paul was the subject of abuse from some in the church, he 
didn’t repay evil for evil.



Questions to Consider
 How many times do you allow an infectious problem to spread 

because you fail to seek repentance and restoration from a brother 
or sister?

 Are you seeking your joy by helping brothers and sisters in Christ flee 
the deceptive influence of sin?

 Do you speak of victories of grace? Do you worship 
wholeheartedly? Are you willing to stir brothers and sister up to love 
and good deeds?

 Do you write, call, text and lovingly engage brothers and sisters in 
need of encouragement or admonition?
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