
Relying on Jesus as the all-sufficient Savior 



“8 See to it” – a statement that indicates a warning
 Paul warns believers about dissatisfaction with Jesus Christ.
 The threat was real then and it is real now.

“no one takes you captive” – contextually the idea is opponents 
looking to steal away recruits

 The forces of darkness seek to take people away from relying on 
Jesus.

 People are led away from the truth into error because they lose 
sight of Jesus in life, not appreciating who He is and what He 
does.



“by philosophy and empty deceit” 
 They present their teaching as a philosophy that shows that total 

reliance on Jesus is illogical and insufficient.
 Their idea is that spiritual fullness can be achieved by formulas 

that stress the denial of fleshly appetites because such practices 
earn favor with God.

“according to human tradition” 
 Seeking a consensus from men and women as to what is best and 

right in the world may provide a consistent man-centered 
perspective.

 God empowered and inspired the Apostles of Jesus to 
communicate solid and consistent truth that is Christ-centered 
rather than man-centered in focus.



“according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.”
 The influence of Satan is powerful and blinding.

 2 Corinthians 4:3–4
 Divine intervention is necessary to give life and open spiritual eyes.
 But the battle by believers to fight the man-centered tendencies of the 

flesh is a life-long engagement. 
“9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily”
 Paul makes the point in verse 9 that the complete fullness of deity is 

present in Jesus Christ.
 He is the complete mediator being completely God and completely 

man.
 There is no deficiency in His role that needs to be supplemented by 

human effort or merit.



“10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all 
rule and authority.”

 Jesus is fully God and those who trust in Him are fully 
complete in Him.

 It is not that God initiated our spiritual life in Him and our 
part is to secure fullness by our effort or work.
 Galatians 3:2–3 

 Christians will continue to grow throughout their lives, but 
they will grow by the grace and strength God supplies them 
in Jesus Christ.



 False teaching in Corinth – We’ve arrived!
 1 Corinthians 4:8 

 False teaching in Colossae – We have an important 
part to play!
 Colossians 1:28–29

 Jesus is the head of all spiritual “rule and authority.”
 There is no mediating function for angels and 

spiritual powers.
 It is a perversion to seek them as intermediaries.



11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made 
without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the 
circumcision of Christ…

 Physical circumcision of males was the mark identifying 
Israelites as the people of Yahweh. 

 How are new covenant believers marked as the people of 
Yahweh?
 The dominating influence of the flesh has been spiritually 

severed.
 Through the sacrificial death of Jesus by crucifixion, God alone 

secures this change in His people.



12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who 
raised him from the dead. 

 Paul is not describing the believer’s identification with the death, burial 
and resurrection of Jesus in terms of likeness, but in terms of actual 
participation.

 The controlling power of the flesh and sin is decisively broken and 
believers now experience the controlling reign of Jesus, so that life in 
Jesus is radically different.
 Romans 6:1–4

 God’s grace places us in Jesus and grants life giving power through 
Jesus.



13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, 
having forgiven us all our trespasses, 

 While men and women are still dead in their sin, God chooses to 
make them alive in Christ.

 The life God grants to those He saves confirms that sin is no 
longer the master.

 There is no need to look anywhere else other than Jesus.



14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 

 All the recorded violations of God’s perfect law are now removed.
 Every sin against God and man the follower of Jesus commits has 

been nailed to the cross.
 The right relationship we need with the Heavenly Father is 

completely supplied by the work of Jesus!
 God didn’t just wipe the slate clean and give us a fresh start. 
 In Jesus it is finished – past, present and future.



15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open 
shame, by triumphing over them in him. 

 Satan and all the ruling forces of darkness who hold all sinners captive 
in their grip, have lost dominion over every soul to whom God has given 
life and ability to trust in Jesus.

 The day of open humiliation is yet future, but it has been completely 
realized in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.
 Philippians 2:9–11

 Our hope for salvation and life is in Jesus.



 Follower of Jesus, do you spend consistent time learning 
biblical truth to reinforce a Christ-centered foundation for 
your feet to walk faithfully in this life?

 Do you experience satisfaction in Jesus daily?
 Do you see the evidence that the controlling power of the flesh 

has been overthrown by the resurrection power of Jesus?
 Is it well with your soul? 
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