
The overflowing provision of God’s 
comfort amid the course of suffering 



1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

 Paul’s service as an Apostle is the result of his commission by Jesus.

 Paul affirms the role and ministry of Timothy, acknowledging that they 
are all in the same spiritual family.

To the church of God that is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in the 
whole of Achaia: 

 The assembly of believers in Corinth is considered the church of God.

 “saints” are holy or set apart unto God as His special people through 
the gospel 
 God will be diligent to seek their correction in His truth communicated by 

His Apostle. 

 2 Corinthians is solid truth for all followers of Jesus.
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Gospel grace and truth in Jesus is the only way reconciliation with a 
holy and wrathful God can be achieved. 



 Some of Paul critics in Corinth felt that Paul’s hardships and 
sufferings occurred in his life because he was not a good 
and favored Apostle.

“3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” 
 Paul’s experience of the gospel brought transformation to a 

Jewish zealot making him a servant of the church who 
honors God for His loving kindness.

“the Father of mercies and God of all comfort” 
 Paul’s worshipful celebration of God is tied to His ability to 

relieve the misery of His people.
 Psalm 46:1

 The mercy and comfort God brings should inspire praise of 
God from our hearts and mouths as well as Paul’s.



“4 who comforts us in all our affliction so that we may 
be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 
by God” 
The “us…we…ourselves” brings the Corinthians 

believers, and all followers of Jesus, into the 
promise of God’s comfort.
Not some afflictions, but all of them.
Romans 8:18-39
 In “all these things” the God of all comfort is there!



God empowers those who receive His comfort to become 
channels of that truth and comfort to others in affliction.
 Comfort flows through expressions of biblical truth that 

promise hope and purpose that may not yet be seen.
 Comfort flows through the expression of prayers for the 

afflicted.
 Comfort flows through the tears and embraces that support the 

afflicted.

God desires to open our eyes to the opportunities He 
provides us to be channels of comfort to the hurting and 
struggling.
 1 John 3:17–18 



5 For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so 
through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.
Followers of Jesus do not share in the atoning 

sufferings on the cross.
The sufferings we share in are those that come to 

us as we follow Jesus.
 Matthew 7:13–14 

The way is hard for those who walk in gospel life 
and truth, but it is a pathway blessed with 
incredible grace and peace.
 Philippians 4:4–7 



6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; 
and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which 
you experience when you patiently endure the same 
sufferings that we suffer.
The life Paul lived with Jesus he did not live unto 

himself.
When suffering and affliction comes, do not panic 

or desperately seek to avoid it.
James 1:2–4 



It is heart-rending to see those we love suffer 
affliction and pain.
But those who have walked through refining fires 

with Jesus know His abiding presence will teach 
them, shape them, and empower them to help 
others.
Romans 5:1–5 



 Do you acknowledge God’s ability to care 
for His people in their afflictions?

 Do praise God openly for the mercy and 
comfort He provides His people as they 
suffer?

 Are you consciously acknowledging God’s 
work to help you to be able to minister to 
others as you suffer hardships?
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