
2 Corinthians 1:8-11 
Learning the painful lessons of total dependence on God



Affliction is a reality for God’s people and there is 
always a purpose behind it (8-9)

8 For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we 
experienced in Asia. 
 It is impossible to know the experience to which Paul is referring.
For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of 
life itself. 
 Paul and his company of ministers felt their personal abilities to 

cope were overwhelmed.
 They figured they were inescapably doomed. 
 But God walks with His people in all circumstances.



Affliction is a reality for God’s people and there is 
always a purpose behind it (8-9)
9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. 
 The thought that they had been given the sentence of death is not 

describing this event as a legal or judicial decision from men.
 The affliction they encountered was so intense they drew the 

conclusion that God determined their time on earth was over.
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the 
dead.
 God had at least one purpose – to teach complete reliance on Him.
 Paul and those involved had no other option than to put their trust in 

the power of God to bring deliverance.



Affliction is a reality for God’s people and there is 
always a purpose behind it (8-9)

 He who brought Jesus to life from the dead puts His 
resurrection power on display everyday.

 The people of God have the life giving resources of God to call 
upon when we need them.
 All things are possible with God!

 Romans 4:17 

 Don’t rely on yourself. Rely on God who raises the dead!
 Jeremiah 32:17



God and the prayers of His people are necessary 
for support and survival in life (10-11)

We must learn to trust the power of God to deliver us (10) – 10 He 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we 
have set our hope that he will deliver us again.
 The key word is verse 10 is “deliver.”
 For Paul this is not a wish, but a confident declaration.

 Psalm 70:5 
 Psalm 144:2 

 Rather than fixing our attention on the greatness of our afflictions, 
the gospel and our hearts will be better served if we focus on the 
greatness of our God!



God and the prayers of His people are necessary 
for support and survival in life (10-11)

We must learn to trust of the power of God in the prayers of His people (11)
11 You also must help us by prayer
 Paul clearly believes in the power and necessity of prayer.
 It is through prayer that God’s people take hold of God’s lifeline to help one 

another and others.
 We all depend on the support and prayers of one another.
 James 5:16

 How much better for the gospel and for Paul, if the Corinthian church, rather 
than speaking ill of him, will speak to God for him!

 How much of our criticism would be stopped if, before we speak to criticize, we 
speak to God on behalf of the person with whom we are upset. 



God and the prayers of His people are necessary 
for support and survival in life (10-11)

so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the 
prayers of many.

 Associated with prayers of intercession are also prayers of praise.

 The united expression of thanks to God for His gracious involvement and 
deliverance is one of the great joys of corporate worship.
 2 Corinthians 4:7–18

 Paul shows how suffering that would make natural men self-absorbed, is 
suffering that makes Spirit-filled men Christ-centered and others-oriented.

 Paul invites those in Corinth, mocking him in his affliction, to join him in 
praising God for making him more reliant on God through it.



Examination Questions to Consider

 When the heat is high, are you desperate, or are you desperate 
for God?

 Are you walking through life with abundant confidence in 
God’s delivering power?

 Do you pursue the prayers and praises of the church as a 
means of honoring God?
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