
This month at
Northminster

September 2021

For more information about these and other events and classes, go to 
www.northminster-indy.org and click on Events.

Fall Worship Schedule  
Begins September 19   

8:30 am - Contemplative Service 
10 am - Traditional Service & Children’s Church   

11 am - Fellowship Hour     
11:15 am - Adult Christian Education   

(Page 2)  

Celebrate with us on Sundays, 
September 5th & 12th (Page 3)

https://www.northminster-indy.org/event/2588718-2021-09-19-new-worship-schedule-begins-on-september-19/
https://www.northminster-indy.org/events/
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Beginning on Sunday, September 19, we will move 
into a new worship schedule:  
8:30 am Contemplative Service – This service will 
be similar to the in-person service held at church in the 
Spring of 2021.  It would run around 40 minutes and 
will allow time for quiet contemplation throughout the 
service.  Communion would be offered weekly.  This 
service will be more intimate and will be held in the 
Sanctuary.

10:00 am Traditional Service – This service will 
include robust liturgy, choirs, special music, celebra-
tions (baptism, confirmation, commissioning, etc.) 
and monthly communion.  Newly Created!  There will 
now be a designated section in the Sanctuary for chil-
dren and accompanying adults during the 10:00 am 
worship service.  This will allow an option for social 
distancing during the latest Covid-19 surge.  
10:00 am Children’s Church and Preschool Church 
School will be offered.

11:00 am Fellowship Hour – Fellowship will be im-
mediately following the traditional service at 11 a.m.  
This time to greet friends and chat over coffee and 
donut holes will no longer be dependent on arriving 
before the service!

11:15 am Christian Education – Allowing for some 
fellowship time, Christian education opportunities will 
be available at 11:15.  Because the classes are follow-
ing the services, all would be available to participate!  
Classes will traditionally run from 45 minutes to an 
hour.  There may also be the opportunity for classes 
to run longer if a topic warranted because it would not 
be sandwiched between services.  (Children’s Church 
School/Sunday School will take place at 10:00 am in 
conjunction with the Traditional Service.)

Child Care will be available all morning. 

Fall Worship Schedule Begins September 19

HOSTs Needed! 
HOSTs are needed for the new worship schedule,  
beginning September 19th. 

The word HOST stands for Hospitality Offered  
Serving Together. HOSTs are people who welcome  
you on Sunday mornings, make sure you have a  
bulletin, and when possible, help collect the offering  
and the pew pad attendance sheets.  
 
Do you think you could help be a HOST? The time  
requirement is for one week a month, and you are  
assigned the same week each month. Substitutes are  
available or you can switch with someone from  
another week. You arrive 20 minutes before the  
start of worship and are done 15 minutes after the  
service ends. We will have 2 worship services this fall  
at 8:30 and 10:00 and need HOSTs for both services.  
 
Questions? Want to volunteer? We would love to have some new welcoming, hospitable, smiling faces to this 
very important ministry of our congregation. Contact HOST chair Cy Donnelly: cydonnelly@yahoo.com. 

https://www.northminster-indy.org/
mailto:cydonnelly@yahoo.com
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Neighborhood Block Party  
– Sunday, September 12th from 4-6 pm 

After our special 75+1 Anniversary party the morning 
of September 12th we will still have a tent, a bounce 
house and other games for children set up in our 
parking lot. So, we would like to invite the neighbor 
to come and enjoy our facilities. We plan to offer some 
food and drinks and fun! Would you like to help us?  
 
We will need game supervisors, food preparers, serv-
ers and clean up help. Let’s meet our neighbors and let 
them know we care about them and hope they will join 
us again. Please contact Associate Pastor Ruth Moore 
if you can help: ruthcmoore@northminster-indy.org or 
317-251-9489. 

A continuation of Northminster’s 
75 + 1 Celebration!
Plan now to join the Northminster 75 + 1 buffet 
brunch celebration being held on September 12th.   
Illinois Street Food Emporium will be catering the 
meal, beginning after the 10:00 am service. There will 
be indoor and outdoor seating. There will no charge, 
but a freewill offering will be accepted.  
This will be a fun celebration for the whole family 
with activities for everyone in the family. 

Please make your reservations online by September 
7th or in person in the Gathering Space on August 
29th or September 5th.    
Questions? Contact Cheryl Jacklin 317-847-3951

Anniversary Tile Workshops 
Wednesday evenings - September 1 & 8
Join us to make your tile for the Anniversary Event! 
Bring photographs, images, drawings, or whatever to 
illustrate what Northminster means to you and how 
your faith journey has been enhanced!   
 
Enjoy time to relax and visit with others while you 
work on your project! 
 
Contact Lisa 
Longo with 
questions: 
ltlongo@att.net  
or 317-578-3029.

Home Communion
Hopefully (virus permitting) the Deacons will be taking communion to those who can no longer attend  

worship in-person.    
Would you like to be included on their list?   

Contact Deacon Sara Sarno at 317-722-9360 or sarasarno8176@comcast.net.

https://www.northminster-indy.org/event/1645955-2021-09-05-the-spirit-of-76-75-1-celebration/
https://northminsterindy.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/fc61e0dd-9133-4ecf-905c-c115ec55524d
mailto:sarasarno8176@comcast.net
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Retreat for Young Adults
You’re Invited!  NPC Talks: “Finding Your Way  
in a Time of Uncertainty”
Saturday, September 25, 1-4 pm

Thanks to a generous grant from the Indianapolis 
Center for Congregations, we have prepared some 
“TED” type talks for younger adults around the theme 
of “Finding Your Way in a time of Uncertainty.”

Topics to be covered are Reconnecting to your values, 
Letting go/Grieving the losses of the past 18 months, 
Developing Spiritual Practices in a time of transition, 
and Whole Person Well-being (mind, body and soul). 
These talks are being presented remotely or you can 
attend in person. (Masks are required.)

Event Facilitators
The speakers will be presenting remotely for Covid 
safety.  Our facilitators are staff psychologists at Lead-
erwise, a counseling center in Minneapolis, as well as 
an ordained UCC minister. The facilitators (with links 
to their biographies) are:

Ali Kenny: www.leaderwise.org/ali-kenny

Danny Elenz: www.leaderwise.org/danny-elenz

Alicia Forde: www.uua.org/offices/people/alicia-forde

Drew Benson: www.leaderwise.org/drew-benson

Please consider inviting your friends and neighbors. 
The target age for this retreat is for people in their 
20’s, 30’s and early 40’s but no one is checking your 
age at the door. If the topics interest you please join us.

We will have snacks and childcare if you attend in 
person, but registration for both remote access and in 
person attendance is required. Please register below.

This event could appeal to some of your family and 
friends so please invite them to attend. If you have 
questions or want more information, please contact 
Associate Pastor Ruth Moore: ruthcmoore@northmin-
ster-indy.org or 317-251-9489 ext 14.

Sign up at:  https://bit.ly/YoungAdultRetreatNPC

The Windows are Coming!
 
The new replacement windows will be  
installed sometime toward the end of this 
month, depending on the weather.  It will take  
4 or 5 days to complete the job.  Before  
Window World arrives, we will need to take 
down all of the window treatments and move 
furniture and equipment away from in front of 
the windows.  Once we have a firm date for 
the Window World workers' arrival, we will 
set a date for people to come and help with 
the preparations.  Watch for a date coming 
soon! We hope many of you will be able to 
volunteer!

Mark Your Calendars 
 
Organ Dedication 
Sunday, October 17, during worship.

Pokagon 
January 21-23, 2022    
Details to come soon!  Contact Nancy Forten-
berry with questions: nfortenberry@northmin-
ster-indy.org

https://bit.ly/YoungAdultRetreatNPC
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Church School on Sundays 
We are kicking off our new church school year on 
September 19, 2021.  Email Melissa Hopkins at 
mhopkins@northminster-indy.org if you'd like to 
volunteer to help.   
 
We're excited to launch with some great changes this 
year!  We are changing to a new updated lectionary 
curriculum from Sparkhouse called “Whirl.”  We are 
also going to be moving the Preschool Room upstairs 
to a new room, dedicated just for us.  The new  
schedule and rooms are listed at right.   
 
Our Children's Church and Preschool Church School 
will begin after the Children's Sermon at the 10 AM 
service; we will exit the sanctuary and go together 
upstairs.  We hope you join us!!   

8:15 AM to 11:15 AM: Nursery care will be offered 
for children under 3 in the Nursery, Room 136.  

10:15 AM to 11 AM: Preschool Church School will be 
in Room 207 for ages 3 to 5.   

10:15 AM to 11 AM: Children’s Church for K - 5th 
Grades will start in the Temple Room, 204, ending in 
the Art Room, 205.  

11:15 AM to 12:15 PM: We will offer childcare for 
all ages in Room 136 for children of Adult Christian 
Education participants.  

Looking Ahead 
We will be celebrating our Third Graders on October 
3rd on World Communion Sunday.  Please plan to join 
us as we present Bibles to our Third Graders.  Contact 
Melissa Hopkins at mhopkins@northminster-indy.org 
with any questions.  

Summer Fun Events
Thank you to all who participated and helped 
with our VBS Summer Fun Events in June and 
July.  (See photo, above.) Both our Luau Night 
on 6/23 and our Western Night on 7/21, were a 
huge success!  Along with great Bible lessons, we 
had supper, did crafts, played games, and enjoyed 
great fellowship.  

Childcare Workers Needed
Do you enjoy taking care of children and want to 
make a little money?  We have childcare openings 
for Wednesday nights from 6 to 9 pm.  We also 
need help on Sunday mornings from 8:15 am to 
12:15 pm. Contact Melissa Hopkins at  
mhopkins@northminster-indy.org  or  
317-918-7430.

mailto:mhopkins@northminster-indy.org


For more information go to www.northminster-indy.org

- 6 -

Children’s Choirs 
Northminster Children's Choir is open to all children, 
whether parents are members or not.  Choir is a great 
way to help your child experience spiritual formation 
and musical growth.  Through choir, each student uses 
body, mind, spirit, and voice.  Choir teaches children 
to serve the church, AND we have FUN! 

We rehearse each Wednesday at 6:00 pm and sing once 
a month during the 10:00 am Sunday morning  
worship.  

All children and directors will be masked and dis-
tanced in their rehearsal rooms.  

There is no sign-up procedure, though you might want 
to contact the director of the choir prior to the first 
rehearsal. If you have questions, please contact  John 
Wright, Director of Music Ministries (johnwright@
northminster-indy.org  or  317-251-9489.)

Rehearsals began on Wednesday, August 25th – but it’s 
not too late!

Celebration Choir  (K – 2nd grade)  6:00 – 6:45 pm   
Room 203.  Director – Audra Gipson  
(audragipson2@gmail.com)       

Peace Choir  (3rd  – 5th grade)  6:00 – 7:00 pm    
Choir Room.  Director - Katie Ray  
(katherinebolinger@gmail.com)             

We are ready to get things “rolling” on Wednesday 
Nights this Fall!  Check out all of the “spokes” that 
will offered with something for everyone in the  
family!

Typical Wednesday Night Schedule 
5:30 – 6:00 pm. Dinner available.  (Please register by 
Monday at noon.)

6:00 - 6:55 pm  Options for children, youth, and 
adults: (Middle School/High School Youth, 6th-12th 
grades, Bible Study/Discussion with Nancy in Youth 
Room)

6:59 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir Practice.

Wednesday Nights - Opportunities for Everyone!

Options for Adults on Wednesday Nights
6:00 to 6:50 pm 

We are offering new things to try on Wednesday 
Nights this Fall! We want to create time and space for 
adults to connect and learn by offering options such 
as a class, an activity, or a speaker.  If you have ques-
tions (or suggestions) please contact Nancy Forten-
berry: nfortenberry@northminster-indy.org.  Note:  If 
you choose not to do the activity/class you are still 
welcome to come and “hang out” or visit and enjoy 
reconnecting with church friends!

September Classes
Sept 1 - NPC Anniversary Squares (Gathering Place)
Sept 8 - Speaker: Katy Mann (Founder: Indy with  
Kids); NPC Anniversary Squares available.
Sept 15 - Speaker: Ruth Moore: ("Birth Order" )
Sept 22 - Speaker: Mary Beth Riner (Contempletive 
Prayer)
Sept 29 - Presenter: Gabe Goncalves (Demonstration  
of Kombucha Drinks - fermented and cultured drinks 
that have significant health benefits.

Please register online in advance if you’ll be joining 
us for Wednesday Night dinners.

mailto:johnwright@northminster-indy.org
mailto:audragipson2@gmail.com
mailto:katherinebolinger@gmail.com
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Northminster Reads
Sunday, September 19 – 5:30 pm on ZOOM
“The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and 
How We can Prosper Together” by Heather McGhee.  
Join us to discuss  
McGhee’s descrip-
tion of the  
intersection of race,  
class, and politics –  
a powerful and timely  
argument for the  
collective value of  
multiracial solidarity, told with a humanity and empa-
thy that come from  
the author’s own  
journey.  Suggested  
by Dolly Craft.  
Discussion facilitated  
by Parish Associate  
Carol McDonald.

Zoom Meeting ID: 756 536 8661
Passcode: 410957

Sunday, October 17 – 5:30 pm on ZOOM
“Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial 
Reconciliation” by Latasha Morrison.  To quote Jen 
Hatmaker, “When it  
comes to the inter- 
section of race,  
privilege, justice, and  
the church, Tasha is  
without question my  
best teacher. ... if we  
followed the path she  
writes about ... we  
would see the end of  
racism…”  Suggested  
by Girtha Perkins. Discussion facilitated by Parish 
Associate Carol McDonald.

Zoom Meeting ID: 756 536 8661
Passcode: 410957

Sunday, November 14 – 5:30 pm on ZOOM
(Book title TBD.)  Send suggestions to Carol McDon-
ald know – carol@lincolntrails.org or cmcdonald@
northminster-indy.org

Children Sunday School Director 
– Part Time
Northminster Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, 
Indiana is seeking an outgoing, creative, caring and 
faithful applicant for the newly created position of 
Children’s Sunday School Director.   
 
Northminster is a well-established and vibrant church 
located in the Broad Ripple area of Indianapolis.  The 
person serving in this position will provide spiritual 
leadership, support and programing for Northminster’s 
children (pre-k through 5th grade).  As a vital member 
of the NPC team the Children’s Sunday School Direc-
tor will design, plan and implement Sunday morning 
programing for the children that provides spiritual 
enrichment, connection and education for the children.  
This team member will also be responsible for other 
periodic special event programing such as vacation 
bible school and during the advent and lent seasons 
and other NPC events.  This position will work closely 
with the pastoral staff and Youth and Families Direc-
tor. This is a critical position in the current life and for 
the future vision for a thriving Northminster.   
 
Four (4) years or more of experience preferred and 
a Bachelor’s Degree in education is required.  This 
is a part time position requiring approximately five 
(5) hours a week.  Please email your resume and any 
questions to personnel@northminster-indy.org.

Youth Group  
- September & October
September 5 – No Youth Group (Labor Day)
September 12 – NPC Neighborhood Block Party 
from 4:00-6:00 pm.  This will be a Community Ser-
vice Project Day: We will be helpers for the neighbor-
hood block party!
September 19 – Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
September 26 – Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
October 10th – Headless Horseman Corn Maze at 
Connor Prairie!
October 24th – Trunk-Or-Treat
Montreat – June 2022!

mailto:carol@lincolntrails.org
mailto:personnel@northminster-indy.org
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Paving Our Path  
to the Future
 
The Northminster Presbyterian Church Foundation 
has played an important role in supporting the church 
since its inception in 1987 by providing financial re-
sources for special projects like the organ, the building 
project, paying off debt and support for the annual 
budget.  As we celebrate the 75th anniversary of our 
congregation, we invite you to help pave the path to 
our future while recognizing members and friends 
of Northminster who have played a role in our suc-
cess.  Consider making a donation to the Northminster 
Foundation in memory of or in honor of someone who 
has made a difference in your faith journey and who 
has helped Northminster in its ministry. 
 
$75 contribution 
Recognize two individuals or families 

$750 contribution  
Recognize five individuals or families 

$7500 contribution  
Recognize ten individuals or families 

And so on … 

Your gift will be used to provide support for the 
congregation through the Foundation for the next 75 
years! All those who are honored or memorialized by 
a gift will be displayed in the Gathering Place through 
September on our Paving Our Path display.  (We are 
making a path across the windows in the gathering 
place, not building an actual path.)

You may make a gift on the Events page of our 
website or go to:  https://bit.ly/pavingOurPathNPC  
 
Questions?  Call the church office at 317-251-9489.

Family Promise Dinner
Northminster members are invited to attend the 
Family Promise Home Sweet Home Dinner and 
silent auction on Thursday, October 7th, at The 
Willows.  In-person dinner is $85 per person. 
Virtual is $10.  Whether in person or virtual, you 
can bid on silent auction items. Support raised will 
addresses the growing need for shelter for children 
and families, and helps provide a path back to 
permanent housing.

Reservation deadline: September 27th.  Get details 
and register at www.fpgi.org/home-sweet-home 
or contact Dolly Craft: dollybike317@gmail.com 
or 317-502-2080.

https://northminsterindy.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/334b338f-9892-4bdf-9a2b-e73fec4052dd
mailto:www.fpgi.org/home-sweet-home
www.northminster-indy.org



