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Lent 2021
Living in the Wilderness 
The wilderness and desert, throughout Christianity’s 
history, symbolize a separation from and stripping of 
all that distracts people from coming before God as 
their true selves.  The foundational biblical narrative in 
Exodus embodies transition from captivity to ‘promise 
land’ freedom which occurs through a wilderness.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the exodus experience, or any confrontation of 
preternatural conditions, people who truthfully come 
before God can recognize God’s presence as it is  
revealed in unmistakable ways.   

The wilderness, an appropriate motif for any Lent-
en season, is especially fitting this year.  We have 
been thrust into a wilderness, a desert, between what 
we have known and what lies ahead.  We’ve had to 
confront extreme situations never before seen in our 
lifetimes.  During Lent, we will be called to face God 
as our true selves.  In doing so, hope becomes real as 
we open ourselves to receiving God’s activity in our 
lives in new and unexpected ways.   

Our community experience of this Lenten wilderness 
will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 17th.  A daily 
devotional will guide us individually in our reflections 
on the barren place in which we find ourselves and the 
presence of God-with-us in that place.  

Sunday worship themes during Lent will draw from 
the Exodus story.   

February 21st    Crossings  Exodus 14:19-31 
February 28th    Provisions  Exodus 16
March 7th          Survival  Exodus 17
March 14th        Basics  Exodus 20
March 21st        Priorities  Exodus 32

We will also receive inspiration from the desert fathers 
and mothers, 4th century Christians, who intentionally 
chose the solitude of desert life to contemplate God, 
far from the distraction and corruption of the Roman 
Empire.   

If the soul is vigilant and withdraws from all distrac-
tion and abandons its own will, then the spirit of God 
invades it and it can conceive because it is free to do 
so.  (Abba Cronius, 285-386 AD)

“We have been thrust into a  
wilderness, a desert, between what we 

have known and what lies ahead.”

Christian Education Needs You!
 
There are exciting things happening in Christian Education at Northminster.  We are embracing the  
challenges of the current learning environment and making changes in our programs.  We have some 
openings on the Christian Education Team, and we'd love additional input.  We meet once a month  
generally on the first Tuesday of the month at 7 PM.  We are meeting remotely right now.   
 
If you have a background in education, are a parent or grandparent, or are just interested in planning 
classes and learning opportunities, please contact Heather Banks at mrsbanks29@gmail.com at your  
earliest convenience.

https://www.northminster-indy.org/
mailto:mrsbanks29@gmail.com
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Ashes-to-Go: Imposition of Ashes 
Wednesday, February 17, 4 - 6 pm 

Ashes have historically been a part of Ash Wednesday 
worship services. As they are imposed on our fore-
heads the ashes remind us of our mortality – you come 
from the dust and to the dust you shall return. They are 
also a symbol of repentance during the season of Lent. 
The ashes are put on our foreheads in the shape of a 
cross so that we remember that we are always forgiven 
of our sin. 

This year, since our Ash Wednesday service will be 
online, your chance for the imposition of ashes on 
your forehead will be through Ashes-to-Go in our 
south parking lot on the 17th from 4 - 6 pm. You 
will stay in your car and the ministers will impose 
ashes with Q-tips so we can limit our contact. The 
ministers will be masked and we ask that you be 
masked and stay in your car. The ministers will come 

to you with liturgy and prayer so we can continue this 
ancient ritual as best we can in pandemic times. Even 
if you can’t join us for Ashes-to-Go, we invite you to 
attend our traditional live-streaming Ash Wednesday 
worship at 7 pm on February 17th as we begin the 
season of Lent together. Go to our website at  
www.northminster-indy.org to watch online.

Invitation, Command, Challenge
February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28  
10:10 - 10:50 am 

Join Associate Pastor Ruth Moore and Parish Associ-
ate Carol McDonald to explore the Psalms that will be 
part of our Lenten worship services. Each Psalm will 
offer us an invitation, a command, and a challenge. 

Join Zoom Meeting
Go to  http://bit.ly/LENTSundaysNPC
Meeting ID: 987 3976 5854
Passcode: iheartnpc 

Call-in option - dial by your location
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 987 3976 5854
Passcode: 565899696

Sunday Morning Bible Study for Lent

https://www.northminster-indy.org/
http://bit.ly/LENTSundaysNPC
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Matthew 25 Initiative
By Carrie Savage-Zimmerman and Andy Longo, 
Mission Team

Conversations at our November and December 
Mission Team meetings centered around Northmin-
ster Presbyterian joining PC(USA) as a Mathew 25 
Church. After discussion in December, Mission Team 
enthusiastically and unanimously approved becom-
ing a Matthew 25 Church with a focus on eradicating 
systemic poverty. The Session approved this initiative 
at its December 15th meeting.

What is a Matthew 25 Church?
Our congregation has accepted the PC(USA)’s invita-
tion to follow Jesus’ teachings in Matthew 25:31–46 
by becoming active disciples and making a difference 
in our community and the world.

We choose to multiply this loving commitment to 
radical and fearless discipleship by partnering with 
other Matthew 25 congregations to help embrace one 
or more of these three focuses:

•  Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change 
laws, policies, plans and structures in our society that 
perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are 
poor.
•  Dismantling structural racism by advocating and 
acting to break down the systems, practices and think-
ing that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice, and 
oppression of people of color.
•  Building congregational vitality by challenging 
people and congregations to deepen their faith and get 
actively and joyfully engaged with their community 
and the world.

Where Does Northminster begin?
There are already PC(USA) congregations that iden-
tify themselves as Matthew 25 churches. At North-
minster, we are already doing much to address the 
three areas noted above. We have chosen, however, to 
heighten our focus on eradicating systemic poverty. 
Joining with other Matthew 25 churches will serve to 

deepen our resolve 
and commitment. 
PC(USA)’s com-
mitment is to be a 
clearinghouse of 
resources, training 
materials, devotion-
al and preaching 
aids, success sto-
ries, curricula and 
more—everything 
to strengthen rela-
tionships, further 
transform our 
church, and bring 
alive our commit-
ment to “serve the least of these” in our community 
and around the world.

What further actions do we need to take?
An important continuing responsibility of being a 
Matthew 25 church is proclaiming our successes:  how 
our congregation or community has been impacted or 
changed, how we’ve found a new purpose in ministry, 
and how our faith as disciples has been energized. 
Sharing our stories also gives clarity to our ministry 
and enhances our commitment to continue this im-
portant work. This is self-promotion of Northminster’s 
good deeds and learning moments.

We are encouraged to share with PC(USA) how em-
bracing Matthew 25 is impacting our congregation, 
even if the progress is still in its early stages. The jour-
ney is just as important as the end results, and others 
want to rejoice with us as we share our good news. 
After all, where would Christianity be today if word 
of Jesus’ deeds, sermons and miracles had not been 
spread by his disciples and followers? 

In future newsletters, watch for ways in which each of 
us can be in Matthew 25 action in joyful praise of our 
Lord.

https://www.northminster-indy.org/
https://www.northminster-indy.org/


Zoom Meeting details for Northminster Reads
Link is live at 10 am.  Class begins at 10:10 am. 
Go to https://bit.ly/SundayAM2021   
Meeting ID: 756 536 8661    Passcode: 410957

Call-in phone option - Dial by your location
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 756 536 8661     Passcode: 410957

For more information go to www.northminster-indy.org

Northminster Reads
Sundays, Feb 21, March 21 at 5:30 pm 
We will continue to deepen our awareness of issues 
confronting those who experience poverty and racial 
injustice.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, February 21 – Evicted: Poverty and Profit 
in the American City by Matthew Desmond.  
Follows 8 families in Milwaukee as they struggle to 
keep roofs over their heads. This book will transform 
our understanding of poverty and economic exploita-
tion while providing fresh ideas for confronting one of 
21st century America’s most devastating problems.   
 
Sunday, March 21 –  Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson.  A masterful portrait 
of an unseen phenomenon in America: how America 
today and throughout its history has been shaped by 
a hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human 
rankings. 

Education Opportunties for  
Children and Families 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preschool ZOOM Sunday School
For ages 3 - 5, 2nd Sunday each month at 10:00 am. 
To join the Zoom meeting, go to:
http://bit.ly/3-5zoomSundaySchool
Meeting ID: 940 3438 5505
Passcode: iheartnpc 

Call-in option - Dial by your location
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 940 3438 5505
Passcode: 078744349
 

ZOOM Children’s Church
4th Sundays at 10:00 am, for grades K - 5th. 
To join the Zoom meeting, go to:
http://bit.ly/ZOOMccK-5 
Meeting ID: 997 1006 8573
Passcode: iheartnpc 

Call-in option - Dial by your location
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Meeting ID: 997 1006 8573
Passcode: 772943903

https://www.northminster-indy.org/
https://bit.ly/SundayAM2021
http://bit.ly/3-5zoomSundaySchool
http://bit.ly/ZOOMccK-5



