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Dave

  

the desk of
From 

“... Grace can illuminate  
our souls ...”

The Session has called the Annual Congregational 
Meeting for Sunday, January 31st, at noon.  We 
will receive annual reports from 2020, elect needed 
additional officers, learn about planning for 2021, 
vote on an amendment to Foundation’s Articles of 
Incorporation, and receive all other business that is 
brought before the congregation. 

This meeting will take place via ZOOM.   
Information will be provided to all members.

Annual Meeting - January 31

The first chapter of the Gospel of John is often read 
during the transition from the Christmas season into 
a new year. The Light has come! We celebrate its 
presence among us!  And, in this particular moment 
in time, we live with hopeful anticipation of what the 
brilliance of the light can mean for 2021.  

Tucked in these verses, John also provides some un-
derstanding of the wattage of the light that we cele-
brate: “From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace.” (John 1:16) Grace can illuminate  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
our souls as we sense the darkness of the pandemic 
threatening to seep further into our lives.  Grace, often 
overshadowed in our Christmas celebrations of the 
light’s brilliance, is the gift of the light that keeps on 
giving.  A gift without discrimination.  A gift without 
restriction.  A gift which multiplies when given and 
received. 

The journey of this past year has drained us, possibly 
to the point of emptiness and exhaustion.  It is import-
ant for us to encourage one another in our recognition 
of grace as we move into the possibilities of the new 
year.  In doing so, we will magnify the brilliance of 
God’s presence, sustained by the overflowing fullness 
of Christ.

January Thoughts from  
Carol McDonald   
 
As we give thanks for Pastor Ruth's returning health 
and welcome her full-time return to Northminster's life 
and ministry, I want  
to express my deep  
gratitude to each and  
every one of you.  
The god Janus, for  
whom the month of  
January is named,  
was said to be able  
to look both back- 
ward and forward.   
As January begins  
and I look back over  
the past 6 months, I am grateful for the welcome and 
affirmation you extended as, together, we prayed 
diligently for our beloved Pastor Ruth, and welcomed 
an already much-loved Interim Pastor.  What a joy to 
be part of welcoming Pastor Dave and to work with 
someone whose pastoral skills I have admired for a 
very long time!  To walk with you into Northminster's 
journey of transition has been an incredible gift.  

As I step back from several of my recent involve-
ments, I hope to see some of you in January for  
Sunday Morning Bible Study and for our "Northmin-
ster Reads" conversations.  And I look for-ward, in 
2021, to witnessing the unfolding of the next steps 
for this church I love. It is a blessing to be in ministry 
with you!  Thanks be to God!  
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Sunday Morning Bible Study
Join us on January 10, 17, 24, 31, and February 7, 
from 10:10 – 10:50 am for Stories and THE Story – 
led by Parish Associate, Carol McDonald.  

We’ll look at several different Bible passages through 
the midrashic work of award-winning author Rabbi 
Sandy Eisenberg Sasso. We’ll read both the Bible  
story and the story as told by Rabbi Sasso. 

January  10 – In God’s Name;  January 17– Cain and 
Abel: Finding the Fruits of Peace;  January 24– But 
God Remembered: Stories of Women from Creation 
to the Promised Land;  January 31 – God In Between;  
February 7 – Who Is My Neighbor? – The Good  
Samaritan. 

Northminster Reads
Sundays, Jan. 17, Feb 21, March 21 at 5:30 pm 
As 2021 begins, we will continue to deepen our 
awareness of issues confronting those who experi-
ence poverty and racial injustice. Whether you have 
been part of this “book group” from its beginning, or 
would now like to get involved, join us as we read and 
discuss and learn. Parish Associate Carol McDonald 

will be joined by Northminster members in guiding 
the conversations. 
 
(Get instructions to join the Zoom Meeting for  
Northminster Reads in the left column of this page.) 
 
 
Sunday, January 17 – 5:30 p.m.  Decolonizing 
Wealth: Indigenous Wisdom to Heal Divides and 
Restore Balance by Edgar Villaneuva.  This book 
offers a refreshing and inspired look at how wealth 
can better serve the needs of communities of color and 
atone for the ways in which it has been traditionally 
used to inflict harm and division. Villaneuva speaks 
from his experience as both a Native American and 
one who works in Philanthropy. He shares some radi-
cal thinking about what it would take to create a world 
in which power and accountability shift so that com-
munities control the resources vital to their strength 
and futures.  Decolonizing Wealth has been chosen by 
the Co-Moderators of the PC(USA) General Assembly 
as the PC(USA)  “One Church, One Book” initiative 
for 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, February 21 – 5:30 p.m. Evicted: Poverty 
and Profit in the American City by Matthew  
Desmond. Desmond follows 8 families in Milwaukee 
as they struggle to keep roofs over their heads. This 
book will transform our understanding of poverty and 
economic exploitation while providing fresh ideas 
for confronting one of 21st century America’s most 
devastating problems.  Its unforgettable scenes of hope 
and loss remind us of the centrality of home, without 
which nothing else is possible.  
 
 

Adult Education Opportunities 

(Continued - page 4)

Zoom Meeting Instruction for Sunday Morning 
Bible Study  AND  Northminster Reads 
 at https://bit.ly/SundayAM2021   
(Link is live at 10 am.  Class begins at 10:10 am)
Meeting ID: 756 536 8661    Passcode: 410957 

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,7565368661#,,,,,,0#,,410957# US 
(Chicago)
+19292056099,,7565368661#,,,,,,0#,,410957# US 
(New York)

Dial by your location
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 756 536 8661     Passcode: 410957
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/
ketZjclWo6

https://www.northminster-indy.org/
https://bit.ly/SundayAM2021
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Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue - that feeling  
of being mentally and emotionally exhausted by  
everything that’s going on right now? We’re all facing 
different kinds of life challenges during this time:

- Isolation and loneliness
- Anxiety over health
- Grief
- Juggling work, childcare, schooling responsibilities
- Financial strain or job loss
- Uncertainty about the future . . .The list goes on. 

It’s no wonder we may be hit by pandemic fatigue. 
But you don’t have to go through it alone. If you or 
someone you care about is experiencing difficulties 
like these, our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, 
care, encourage, and be there to offer support. 

A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately—by 
phone, by video chat, or possibly in person when it’s 
safe to do so—to focus on you and your needs. It’s 
free and completely confidential, and it offers real 
care, comfort, and hope. 

You can find out more by calling Carol Campbell 
(317-432.7889) or John Reed (317-919-6505).

 
Sunday, March 21 – 5:30 p.m.  Caste: The Origins 
of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson.  Wilkerson 
gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen phenome-
non in America: how America today and throughout 
its history has been shaped by a hidden caste system, 
a rigid hierarchy of human rankings. She explores 8 
pillars that underlie caste systems across civilizations, 
including divine will, bloodlines, and stigma. And she 
points forward to ways America can move beyond the 
artificial and destructive separations of human divi-
sions, toward hope in our common humanity.

Adult Education Opportunities  
- Continued from page 3)

Mission Team Ends 2020 on  
Giving Note
In the spirit of not only the season but a year of tumult 
and uncertainty for many, the NPC Mission Team ded-
icated additional contributions above our regular giv-
ing to the following three local groups. They serve the 
underserved and, in some cases, forgotten members of 
our community: (Homeless families) Dayspring Cen-
ter – $1,000 and Wheeler Mission – $1,000; and (Food 
Bank) Gleaners – $1,500. YOUR generous gifts made 
this possible for others. So, when someone asks what 
you have done for others lately, feel free to mention 
these gifts. After all, we’re in this together, recogniz-
ing the Christ child among us and doing what we can 
to minister to others in His name. Blessings abound 
here at Northminster Presbyterian—and beyond. 

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study
We will begin our 2021 meetings again on Tuesday, 
January 5th at 11 am. We gather on Zoom and would 
love to have you join us from the comfort of your 
home. The information to join in is new in 2021 so 
please use the following instructions: 
 
 
Use the Meeting ID.

1. Go to zoom.com and log in or open the app on your 
device.
2. Click “Join a Meeting” or “Join.”
3. Enter the Meeting ID - 905 147 7476
4. Enter the Meeting Password - iheartnpc
5. If prompted, click “Join with Computer Audio” 
and/or “Join with Video” and/or  “Call using Internet 
Audio”
6. Wait for the meeting host to admit you to the meet-
ing.

If joining by phone.

1. Dial 312.626.6799.
2. When prompted, enter the Meeting ID -  
905 147 7476, then press #.
3. When prompted for a “participant id” or to  
“otherwise just press # to continue” -
press #.
4. When prompted, enter the Meeting Password -  
352 522 473, then press #.
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