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The Northminster Chapel has once 
again become a place of worship, most 
recently for 8:30 a.m. contemplative 
services during the Lenten season. The 
space has been reinvigorated for this 
use through the efforts of both members 
and staff. In initial discussions to add a 
chapel service to the schedule, I began 
to hear historical tidbits from long-term 
members that the current chapel space 
was the location of the first sanctuary, 
and the present communion table, found 
languishing in the west narthex foyer 
entrance, was the communion table from 
that original sanctuary. I had to know 
more.

The Lindquist Chapel, named after 
NPC’s fourth Head of Staff, did not seem 
appropriate in design or size for a mid-

1940’s Presbyterian sanctuary. I was also 
curious if the communion table had truly 
come back to its earliest home. So, I asked 
Bill Lord if he were willing to meet me 
in the space and answer some questions.  
And he graciously agreed. Thanks, Bill!

Bill shared that the Lindquist Chapel, 
constructed in 1966, was situated within 
the footprint of the original sanctuary 
but did not fill the entire space. The 
original sanctuary, both nave and chancel, 
extended to a wall that can be found in a 
unique storage closet behind the north 
hallway that borders the chapel. One can 
enter this ‘closet’ (room #135) from the 
Preschool hallway. On an upwards glance, 
it becomes apparent that the ceiling 
matches the current ceiling in the chapel. 
Other portions of the original building’s 

walls can be found in the current facility 
as well even after multiple renovations: 
the bricks that line the hallway behind 
the chancel, and the bricks in the hallway 
at the playground entry, are both from 
the original building; farther down the 
Preschool hallway, at the spot at which the 
bricks end and the blocks begin, is where 
the walls of the original chancel ended. 
Bill provided confirmation, too, that the 
communion table which now resides in 
the Lindquist Chapel was from the original 
sanctuary. 

Remnants of the past are still very 
much with us. Remnants of brick and 
mortar. The truly hidden gems are the 
faithful people who sacrificed to construct 
the first facility; the many who were 
baptized, married, and committed to God’s 
care in this space; and the celebrations 
of Christmas and Easter with family and 
friends. Not only are we surrounded by 
strong physical connections to the past, 
but we are truly encircled by a great cloud 
of witnesses who came before us. We now 
venture into the future with some tidbits of 
new knowledge and blessed assurance that 
God is reinvigorating this congregation for 
what lies ahead.  =

Hidden in Plain Sight  

By Rev. Dave SmazikFROM THE INTERIM PASTOR
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Interim Senior Pastor, Dave Smazik.

Lauren Lancaster, Roz Lancaster and Sarah 
Oldham enjoy Wednesday night activities.

In the Middle of it All 

By Jennifer Young Dzwonar, member since 2008H IDD EN  Gems

Denise Harrington, senior ministry 
coordinator, has begun offering wellness 
classes with topics for older adults and 
also for children of older parents. 

If you prefer more hands-on activities, 
Lisa Longo and Mary Boris lead amazing 
classes on different arts and crafts. You can  
contribute to an object of beauty for 
the church or take home something for 
yourself. 

Smack dab in the middle of every week 
is an oasis, a rest stop, a “thin place” or a 
rejuvenation for many in our community: 
Wednesday Nights @Northminster. 
It’s one of the best examples of multi-
generational social time, as families 
with young kids, middle-age adults and 
older adults all gather for a brief time of 
delicious food, interesting conversation 
and fun activities. 

For just a $5 contribution (and a 
reservation in advance), you can enjoy a 
lovely home-cooked meal in Calvin Hall, 
prepared by Betty and Bob Bowers, Mary 
Smith and others. 

Once a month, there are presentations 
on a variety of thought-provoking topics.  
In the last few months, we heard Dr. Lori  
Desautels educate us on the ongoing 
challenges as a result of Adverse Childhood  
Experiences (ACEs); Rev. Dave Smazik 
and Rev. Alan Thames discuss The 
Dwindling Church, how we got here 
and what we can do to change it; Music 
Director John Wright sharing great 
photos and show-and-tell on his many 
backpacking adventures; and Dr. Rod Mail  
on Faith and Science and how they can 
co-exist. 

Throughout Northminster’s history, 
there have been various versions of 
Wednesday night programming, meals 
and worship, and this latest iteration is a 
true gem. It’s a great opportunity to get 
to know some members of our church 
community you may not know; a chance 
to invite neighbors, friends or family to see 
a part of church they may not have seen; 
and a chance to reinvigorate for the rest of 
the week. 

Wednesday Nights @Northminster 
are happening through May and will 
start again in September. Please check 
the website under Events for details or to 
make a dinner reservation. Everyone can 
use some midweek inspiration.  =

Communion table in the Lindquist Chapel

Lisa Longo, Dolly Craft and Monica Brase 
crafting.

Chad Kincaid (left)  
and John Plunkett   
(right) display their  
creations.

Rod Mail speaks to a crowd in Calvin Hall on 
Faith and Science.



Finding Gems

By Maureen and John Purcell, members since 1986

As part of the socializing process 
for the 2022 confirmation class, Nancy 
Fortenberry turned the confirmands loose 
in the church one evening for a team-based 
hide-and-seek game. By the time it ended, 
and Nancy tried to turn out all the lights, 
she had to call on Tim McElroy’s custodial 
expertise to locate all the switches for all 
the hideaways the youth had found. 

Just finishing her rookie year as 
Northminster’s director of youth and 
family ministries, Nancy discovered what 
the church-raised kids already knew—
Northminster has a lot of hidden gems, 
places that quietly testify to who we are 
and what we do. And that made us wonder 
whether adult members, even long-
standing ones, might have missed some 
Northminster features as they followed 
their worship and service routines. 

So here’s a test. Most of the photos 
on these pages depict church areas that 
are slightly off the beaten path; a few 
show items that you may have passed 
often but have just stopped noticing. For 
each picture, try to identify where you’re 
standing when you see that view and what 
you’re looking at. (The Finding Gems 
answers appear on page 15.) If you get a 
majority right, you’ll win a Lord/Gudgel 
(Bill/Bob) Award for knowing your way 
around Northminster.

By the way, Nancy’s also been learning 
that our real gems (page 14)—sometimes 
hidden and sometimes not—are the 
confirmands, themselves.  =

If you’re at the 
church and have 
this view, what 
are you seeing 
and where are 
you standing?
Find the answers  
on page 15.
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Gems of the Past, Present and Future

By Elizabeth Brandes, member since 2018

Do you enjoy engaging with 
diverse cultures and stories of the 
West and Native America? Well, 
hang onto your hat, because in this 
issue of Proclaim, our own Rebekah 
Ryan, collections manager for 
the Eiteljorg Museum, located in 
downtown Indianapolis, is giving 
Northminster readers a sneak peek 
into the museum’s summer plans. 

The Eiteljorg first opened in 
1989 with a mission to inspire an 
appreciation and understanding of 
the art, history, and cultures of the 
American West and the Indigenous 
peoples of North America. The 
Eiteljorg is the only museum of its 
kind in the Midwest, and one of only 
two museums east of the Mississippi 
that explore both Native America 
and the American West.

Its contemporary Native 
American art collection has been 
ranked among the best in the world! 

In June, the museum will 
unveil newly reinstalled Native American 
Galleries that will offer a venue for Native 
peoples from across North America to tell 
their own stories through the themes of 
relation, continuation, and innovation. 
“These themes allow us to showcase 
customary (sometimes called “historic” 
or “traditional”) and contemporary 
works together – to demonstrate how 
those works are related to or are distinct 
from each other,” Rebekah explained.  
“Contemporary Native artists engage with 
their cultures in different ways. Some 
will continue traditions that have existed 
for hundreds or thousands of years, and 
others are committed to combatting any 
preconceived notions about what Native 
art should be. I’ve been at the museum for 

– from clothing to pottery, paintings 
to installations. About a third of the 
pieces will rotate in and out of the 
gallery on a quarterly basis. “Most 
museums only have the space to 
exhibit about 10 percent of their 
collection at a time; that’s why 
we’ve planned for rotations. There 
are so many outstanding pieces 
and stories to share, and we want 
to make sure that as many people 
as possible can appreciate them,” 
Rebekah said. 

A number of the pieces 
highlighted in the Galleries have 
been created by Native artists 
from Indiana or the larger Great 
Lakes region. Two true gems, 
created hundreds of years apart, 
are a chair made by an unrecorded 
Mi’kmaq artist and a bracelet 
made by Monica Raphael, who is 
Anishinaabe and Sicangu Lakota. 
They both utilize dyed porcupine 
quills and birch bark – materials 

ubiquitous in the Great Lakes that are 
extremely time consuming to harvest, dye, 
and stitch. “The chair was made toward 
the end of the 1800s, and is impressive 
because of the number of quills used and 
the different textures the artist created 
with them. The bracelet is outstanding 
because it takes a quill – a straight, 
hollow tube of keratin – and manages to 
create curved, realistic figures in fantastic 
colors. Birch bark is a material that is 
very sensitive to changes in temperature 
and humidity and can crack easily. It’s a 
testament to the skills of these artists that 
they’ve created works that survive those 
changes.” 

Many of the items from Great Lakes 
Native artists were acquired in 2019 via 

a grant from Lilly Endowment Inc. And 
the coming Galleries experience isn’t just 
designed to be visual. You’ll also hear 
greetings that have been recorded in the 
languages of the original inhabitants 
of Indiana – the Miami, Potawatomi, 
Delaware, Shawnee, Peoria, and Kickapoo, 
for example. The exhibition will connect 
with a broader audience via an interactive, 
multi-sensory, and state-of-the-art space.

“There is so much variety in these 
galleries,” Rebekah continued. “If you 
like history or current events, local stories 
or global affairs, there will be works that 
address these things. Or, if you just want 
to be wowed by intricate jewelry, show-
stopping fashion, or abstract art – we will 
have pieces in these galleries that will leave 
you speechless. There are true gems that 
you won’t often see in bigger art museums 
still primarily focused on interpreting 
the European canon of oil paintings, 
decorative arts, and bronzes.” That’s not to 
say you won’t see paintings and bronzes, 

but they won’t be the only focus here.
Much like the way Northminster seeks 

to be a center for our neighborhood and 
broader community, the Eiteljorg Museum 
is a true cultural center. “It’s a place 
where community groups, both Native 
and non-Native, feel welcome to come 
and celebrate who they are. I can’t wait to 
share it with you,” Rebekah said.

You can pre-purchase museum tickets 
and find out about available discounts 
online. More information is available at 
eiteljorg.org.  =

almost 10 years, and the diverse creativity 
in this collection continues to surprise and 
inspire me.” 

When completed, the Native American 
galleries will highlight nearly 300 artworks 

Rebekah with works (from L to R) by Joe Feddersen (Con-
federated Tribes of the Colville Reservation), Chholing Taha 
(Cree First Nations), Lisa Holt (Cochiti Pueblo), Melanie 
Sainz (Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin), and a star quilt by an 
unrecorded Lakota artist which will be part of the rotations in 
the reinstalled Native American Galleries.

Monica Raphael  
(Anishinaabe / Sicangu Lakota, born 1964)
Nagamo “She Sings”, 2019
Birch bark with naturally and commercially 
dyed porcupine quills, vintage Italian glass 
beads, 24k gold plated Charlotte true cut 
seed beads on smoked buckskin
2019 Eiteljorg Museum Indian Market and Festival 
Harrison Eiteljorg Purchase Award

Unrecorded Mi’kmaq artist
Chair, 1860-1885 (detail)
Carved and painted wood with woven brown 
cane seat, fabric, birch bark, and naturally 
dyed porcupine quills
Gift of Harrison Eiteljorg

Project rendering of the Eiteljorg Museum’s 
new Native American Galleries.  
Image courtesy of Origin Studios.

Rebekah holds a carved and painted Mohawk 
cradleboard (1855-1875) acquired though the 
museum’s Great Lakes initiative.

The Eiteljorg is nearing its goal of 
raising $55 million later this year 
to revamp some of the museum’s 
favorite public spaces.  
To help support this effort, visit: 
eiteljorg.org/project2021.
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By Pennie Lumley, member since 1965

Mark Your Calendars – It’s Time to Vote

CIVIC DUTY

Sound & Spirit Series 

MUSIC

Some consider Northminster’s music 
program a hidden gem. It’s easy to fly by 
the church on Kessler Boulevard and not 
realize what beauty and sound can be 
found within. On Sunday, March 27th, 
Northminster’s Sound & Spirit series 
held a concert of Requiems and Alleluias 
featuring the Chancel Choir along with 
members of the Indianapolis Symphony 
Orchestra, soloist Sherezade Panthaki and 
others, conducted by John Wright, music 
director.  =

Robert Zyromski Photography
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Good U.S. citizens — including 
Presbyterians — do lots of things to 
express their citizenship. They have an 
abiding interest in current events, serve on 
juries when asked, likely know the Pledge 
of Allegiance and The Star-Spangled 
banner by heart, of course, and pay taxes. 
But most importantly, good American 
citizens vote in each and every election. 

In 1788, George Washington ran 
unopposed for president. At the time, only 
citizens who were over 21 and who owned 
property were allowed to vote. They 
comprised about 1/7 of the population. 
These voters had a lively interest in 
their fledgling nation. They listened to 
speakers, pored over the few newspapers 
available, and discussed the issues. All of 

these activities are imperative to support a 
democracy. 

After 234 years, the voting landscape 
has changed vastly. All citizens over the 
age of 18 have the franchise, regardless 
of race, gender, educational level, or 
economic circumstance. The population 
has exploded to about 330 million now 
and has become considerably more 
diverse. And there are thousands of 
publications, radio stations, television 
channels and internet websites. The media 
is as varied as the population. 

What has not changed is the need for 
voters to listen to speakers and to read 
about and discuss the candidates and the 
issues with contemporaries.

How does the individual voter 
navigate the endless sources 
at hand? 
A few suggestions follow:
1. Read and watch favorite sources/

media.
2. Try some unfamiliar magazines, 

channels and websites to broaden 
your perspective. 

3. Intentionally put yourself in the 
company of others with whom 
you may not agree or not normally 
associate in order to listen and look 
for common ground. 
This year, the primary election 

will take place on Tuesday, May 3, 
and voters need to be registered by 
April 4. The general election will 
be on Tuesday, November 8 with 
registration closing on October 11.

Information on how to register, 
poll locations, and how to vote via 
absentee ballot can be found at 
IndianaVoters.com (for statewide 
elections information), at Indy.gov 
(for Marion County information), 
and at The League of Women 
Voters (lwvindy.org for all voting 
information).  =

Requiems & Alleluias
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“Golden” Preschool Enters 50th Year Playing Around

By Carrie Zimmerman, member since 2012

PROCLAIM: 
Does that put 
a whole lot 
of work on 
directors of 
Pre-K?
SHILOH: 
Normally, it 
works out. 

We’re not a full-time preschool. We’re 
9am-2pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. 
And that’s the beauty of our program, 
that [we’re here for] the families who 
need us just for the three days. There are 
many families who need full-time, five-
day-a-week daycare. I think that’s what 
keeps us small and that’s what keeps this 
community so tight. You know, this is  
what we offer, and it works for many 
families, but it doesn’t work for everyone. 
For the families it does work for, it’s perfect. 

We started off 
with the 2/3’s 
class as Mother’s 
Day Out. That 
shifted about three 
years ago, because 
of the drive for 
having more — I 
don’t want to 

say academics, per se, in that classroom 
— but for having them learn their 
colors, recognize their name, and sing 
the alphabet, it’s not just a Mom’s Day 
Out anymore. Expectations in the 3/4’s 
classroom changed the expectations in 
the 2/3’s classroom.
PROCLAIM: What is the staff size?
SHILOH: Including myself, normally 
seven of us, with two teachers in each 
classroom, one lead and one assistant. 
This year, I’ve had to push into the 4/5’s 
classroom. Right now, I’m doing double 
duty as director and 4/5’s lead teacher. 
This year has been busier than most, 
along with all the COVID restrictions and 

guidelines. From my perspective and the 
Board’s, this is what needed to happen 
in this classroom. We are doing great. 
These kiddos, I am confident, are going 
to be ready for kindergarten. And I feel 
good, going forward. That’s part of the job 
description; how these kids succeed is on me. 
PROCLAIM: You mentioned a board. Is it 
separate from Northminster Church?
SHILOH: 
Northminster 
Preschool 
Advisory Board. 
Historically, it 
has incorporated 
a current parent, 
a current teacher, 
and right now we have two, a past director 
and a past teacher, and the [NPC] Youth 
Coordinator [Nancy Fortenberry] is 
who would step onto the Board. The 
background [for being on the] board is big 
involvement in the preschool as well as a 
connection to the church. Judy Nelson, a 
member of the church and a past  
Northminster Preschool director, is on that  
board. And I don’t ever want to lose her!

FADE IN: Photos of NCP kids, 
classrooms and activities 
throughout the ‘70s, ‘80s, ‘90s 
and ‘00s. Land on picture of 
Judy Nelson leading a group of 
preschoolers. 

PROCLAIM: Judy, 
thanks for talking 
with me about 
Northminster 
Community 
Preschool.
JUDY NELSON: I 
could go on and on 
about NCP. I didn’t 

ever consider it [the directorship] a job:  it 
was too much fun. You have to have the 

FADE IN: Bright kaleidoscope of 
colors on walls and floors. A crazy  
quilt harmony of children’s drawings,  
letters of the alphabet and bins 
of toys in cheery light-filled 
classrooms tucked down a hallway 
near the main church offices.

SHILOH: I’m Shiloh O’ Rourke, Director of 
Northminster Community Preschool, or 
NCP. We serve families that have children 
as young as eighteen months entering all 
the way up to five. Our kiddos leave us 
and head off to kindergarten, that’s the 
path. We have three classrooms:  Youngest 
2/3’s, then 3/4’s classroom, then our last 
is 4/5’s. With the cutoff in Indiana being 
August 1st for kindergarten, we have to 
make sure we’re accommodating those 
kiddos that just miss that cutoff. We have 
a lot of families with late July birthdays 
that may not be ready to send their 
[newly 4-year-old] kiddos with kids who 
may have just turned five. So, it can be 
tricky when new families come in [to the 
program], trying to make sure we have 
them in the right classroom and on the 
path to kindergarten.

Preschool in Indiana is not required. 
Kiddos could actually just start first 
grade and not necessarily have any early 
childhood education. So, there are a lot of 
options for families. Making sure we get 
those kids on the right path is important, 
so they don’t have a year where they’re not 
sure what they’re doing.

passion, and not be in it for the money. I 
felt I was making a difference in the lives of 
children and their families. Of course, the 
Preschool started way before me, in 1972, 
by Jenny Bork and our pastor at the time, 
Howard Lindquist. And my two children 
attended NCP. That’s how I got involved. 
My children were already attending, and 
I thought, why not? Since I was already 
present, being a teacher would fit into my 
family’s schedule.
PROCLAIM: What are some highlights of 
your tenure at NCP? 
JUDY: Oh, my, there are so many! The 
playground for preschool, Bible school 
and surrounding neighborhoods. I’m 

looking forward to the 
huge improvement 
to be made to the 
playground soon. I 
still run into people 
out in public who had 
children enrolled in 
NCP. It is the number 
of lives touched and 

the positive impact on our relationships 
with families. We had siblings go through 
NCP. And children who went through our 
preschool are coming back, bringing their 
children into the program. I feel that NCP 
is in such great hands. And even though 
some might not have embraced the idea in 
the beginning, I believe NCP is a shining 
star, and a tremendous partner, of the 
Church today.

Shiloh in NCP classroom 

SHILOH: We are a play-based preschool. 
When we talk about academics, we 
try very hard to weave that into our 
theme. [This week is] 
Transportation Week. 
So, how do we take this 
fun theme, and make 
sure we’re weaving 
in our numbers? Are 
we counting cars? 
How do we weave our 
academics into our 
thematic unit? What 
we don’t want for our families is to come 
in, sit down, and [feel like they’re in] a 

first-grade classroom when they’re 
four. This is still their time to play 
to learn. The play-based structure 
we have is what we find works. 
My three boys came through this 
program. So I’ve gotten to see it 
from both sides. For us, the play-
based approach works.

Preschool in the time of COVID
During the COVID crisis, Northminster 

Community Preschool went virtual for 2020- 
2021, which has to be acknowledged just  
for getting 2- to 5-year-olds to be attentive 
and present in front of a Zoom screen.

“Life in the Hallway” as Shiloh 
refers to the camaraderie among 
the adults who traditionally shared 
stories in the hallway outside 
classrooms waiting with their 
children to begin the school day, has 
not yet returned to normal. Ever 
optimistic, she looks forward to a 
more traditional routine when classes 
begin this coming Fall. 

NCP is part of what makes Northminster  
Presbyterian echo with youthful inspiration 
and hopefulness for the future. A true 
“hidden gem.”  =

FADE OUT

*For more information and registration 
details, visit:  northminsterpreschool.org  
Or call 317-251-9489

Shiloh O’Rourke is a 
native Hoosier, and  
her resumé includes  
an undergraduate  
degree in Psychology  
from Purdue University  
and an MA in  
Education from  
Pepperdine University,  
where she also 
coached the  
Pepperdine cheer 
squad. 

H IDD EN  Gems
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Not Hidden, Not Named, But Committed

By Jennifer Young Dzwonar, member since 2008

> In 2015, a group of youth and adults 
drove the church bus to New Orleans 
to help rebuild houses devastated 
by Hurricane Katrina and made an 
inspirational visit to The Civil Rights 
Museum in Memphis on the way there. 

> In 2016, four members of our church 
attended a life-changing conference at 
Montreat, “Disgrace: Seeking God’s 
Grace among the Disgrace of Racism.” 
As a result of the conference, the 
group started several of the following 
initiatives at Northminster. 

> In 2017, we hosted inspiring speakers, 
including
–Rev. J. Herbert Nelson II, the first 

African American to serve as the 
Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA)

–Jessica Vasques Torres, national 
director of Crossroads Antiracism, and  
her partner, Laura Cheifetz, a dean at 
the Divinity School at Vanderbilt

–Molly Casteel, manager of Equity 
& Representation, Office of General 
Assembly

> Rev. Carol McDonald led us in book 
discussions on Waking up White, 
Between the World and Me, and others 
from her intergenerational reading list.

> Debbie Bulloff led us in partnering 
with the Kheprw Institute, Black Lives 
Matter Indy, and Standing Up for Racial 
Justice Indy in a Spirit & Place event to 
show the film Strange Fruit. 

> In the summer of 2020, when the world 
reacted to the murder of George Floyd, 
we undertook readings, viewings and 
discussions of The Hate U Give, Just 
Mercy and others. 

> Mary Beth Riner led a 10-week program 
via zoom called Becoming (Being) Anti-
racist: A Spiritual Journey.

> The Striders group read and discussed 
Waking up White. 

> In 2021, we held virtual discussions 
of Evicted, Caste, Be the Bridge, 
Decolonizing Wealth, Begin Again, 
Dear Church, Stamped from the 
Beginning, and So You Want to Talk 
About Race.

> In just the first few months of this 
year, we have discussed Jesus and the 
Disinherited, The Fire Next Time, and 
Born on the Water. Melissa Hopkins 
has read books during The Children’s 
Message in worship, with the themes of 
anti-racism and love of others. Church 
members have given testimonials 
during worship from their perspectives 
as a gay member of a mainline church, 
as a Black member of a predominantly 
white church, and as one working to 
combat poverty and realizing what an 
outsize role race plays in overcoming 
poverty. We also hosted a session with 
the executive director of the Covenant 
Network of Presbyterians, a group 
with a goal to “build a more just and 
inclusive church.”

The church has many different groups doing different things to meet different needs, 
to help bring about God’s kingdom on earth. A church member recently said to me that 
one of the things she likes about Northminster is that “it’s not the same 10 people doing 
everything.”  

A small and newer group is struggling to find a name for itself while undertaking the 
more important struggle of combatting racism and building an understanding of racial 
harmony. We are trying to ensure that Northminster’s anti-racism work continues in 
small and big ways, in all facets of our church life. 

Here is a sampling of some of the work that’s been done — and in which you may 
have played a part:

Now we want to move beyond study 
to action, and we hope you will join us. If 
you have ideas or would like to participate 
in activities, please contact Mary Beth 
Riner, Girtha Perkins, Dolly Craft, Nancy 
Flamme, Carol McDonald or Jennifer 
Dzwonar.  =

So Many Books, So Little Time

By Pennie Lumley, member since 1965BOOK REVIEWS

Answers to Word Scramble on page 15: 
1. Ledge – Pledge; 2. Provocation – Invocation; 3. Spent – Lent; 4. Want – Font; 5.Sinister – Minister; 6.People – Steeple; 7.Cancel – Chancel;  
8. Intern – Lectern; 9. Master – Pastor; 10. Beacon – Deacon; 11. Welder – Elder; 12. Annex – Narthex; 13. Dismal – Baptismal;  
14. Bedding – Wedding; 15. Numeral – Funeral; 16. Gym – Hymn

What it means that 
Northminster is a  
Matthew 25 Church:

• Build congregational vitality 
by challenging people to 
deepen their faith and become 
actively and joyfully engaged 
with our community and our 
world.

• Dismantle structural racism 
by advocating and acting 
to break down the systems, 
practices and thinking that 
underlie discrimination, bias, 
prejudice and oppression of 
people of color.

• Eradicate systemic poverty 
by working to change laws, 
policies, plans and structures 
in our society that perpetuate 
economic exploitation of 
people who are poor. 

My Life and Hard Times
written and illustrated by James 
Thurber, published 1933

James Thurber started out as a 
cartoonist in the early days of The  
New Yorker magazine, and in this 
small volume, he revisits the delights 
and chaos brought on by family, youth, 
odd dogs and recalcitrant machinery. 

Thurber’s grandmother contended 
that electricity leaked out of empty sockets if the wall switch 
was left on. Thurber’s mother inherited this fear of all things 
mechanical and electrical. She insisted it was dangerous to 
drive a car with gasoline, thought Victrolas could blow up 
spontaneously and took the telephone off the hook during 
rainstorms. 

The humor in My Life and Hard Times holds up well even 
though the stories are more than a hundred years old. 

 
A Gentleman in Moscow 
by Amor Towles

Not long after the 1917 Russian 
Revolution, Count Alexander Ilyich 
Rostov, for minor offence, is sentenced 
to life in the most elegant hotel in 
Moscow. He leads a lovely existence 
in an attic apartment furnished with 
family heirlooms, gourmet meals, 
valued friendships with the hotel  
staff and residents, and a surrogate daughter and granddaughter. 

Towles has transformed a clever idea into an absorbing story 
of a man who has everything he might want except his freedom. 
Rostov is acutely aware of his environment and the post-
revolutionary events swirling about him. Yet he achieved a life 
worth living. 

Caste: The Origins of  
Our Discontents  
by Isabel Wilkerson,  
published 2020

In Caste, Isabel Wilkerson skillfully 
examines these oppressive cultural 
systems: The Indian practice of placing 
people into castes from the time of  
their birth through death, slavery and  
its aftermath in the United States,  
and the monstrous attack on Jews in 
Nazi Germany.   

Wilkerson discusses the cruel logic of caste that requires 
a bottom rung for those in the middle to measure themselves 
against. Wilkerson’s use of anecdote is outstanding in quality 
and quantity. She tells a story of herself, a Black woman on an 
airplane attempting to stow the luggage in the overhead bin 
while a nearby white steward was assisting a white woman in 
the same situation. He then turns his back on the Black woman. 
Or the story about Black soldiers in WWII nominated for the 
Medal of Honor who were denied the award because of the color 
of their skin.  

Galileo’s Daughter: A Memoir 
of Science, Faith and Love 
by Dava Sobel, published 1999

Galileo’s life is well-documented, 
and we know him best for his belief 
that the earth revolves around the  
sun, not the other way around. He 
ran afoul of the Catholic Church for 
this belief and spent the last nine 
years of his life under house arrest. 
His daughter, Virginia Galelei, became Sister Maria Celeste, a 
registered nun. The rache of 121 letters she wrote to her famous 
father makes this biography possible. 

The relationship between Sister Maria Celeste and her father 
was one of growing affection. She often asked her father for 
money (the nuns were needy) and he responded generously. As 
his difficulties with the Catholic Church increased, he deputized 
his daughter to take charge of his affairs. Sister Marie Celeste’s 
intelligence, devotion and piety shine through in this very special 
memoir.
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PUZZLE

Northminster Rhyme Time

By Pennie Lumley, member since 1965

 1. Ledge 

 2. Provocation 

 3. Spent

 4. Want

 5. Sinister

 6. People

 7. Cancel

 8. Intern

 9. Master

 10. Beacon

 11. Welder

 12. Annex

 13. Dismal

 14. Bedding

 15. Numeral

 16. Gym

Below you will find a list of familiar words. Can you think of rhyming words that have something to do with the church?  

Example: Profession   Confession

Find answers to the Rhyme Time puzzle at the bottom of page 13.

Gems Come in All Sizes 

By Nancy Fortenberry, Director of Youth and Family Ministries since 2021

Gems come in all sizes, shapes, 
and colors. Some gems are considered 
“popular.” Some gems are considered 
“precious.” The color, shape, and clarity 
are what give them their “value.” But what 
gives the most value…is their durability.  
How they are able to endure. This is not 
just measuring their “hardness,” but how 
they endure their environment.

Those of us leading the Confirmation 
Class of 2022 have had the opportunity 
to engage with 12 of our youth. We have 
had time over the past few months to learn 
from their presence and participation — 
who they are — through our confirmation 
classes that take place twice a month on 
Sunday mornings following our worship 
service.  

We began this journey with orientation 
on Sunday, August 29, 2021. Rev. Dave 
Smazik and I have led the classes that 
will come to a total of 12 sessions by the 
time they go before our current Session 

for each one of them as they make this 
journey towards confirming their faith and 
membership here at NPC. How beautiful 
it was to look over the many tables and 
see and hear the interactions that were 
taking place during this valuable time. To 
see the diversity of our “gems” — different 
personalities and qualities of our youth — 
paired with different personalities of our 
adult mentors — was a beautiful sight and 
sound! 

As we look ahead to Youth Sunday, on 
May 1, I am excited for all that is ahead for 
our youth. They each have qualities that 
will continue to enhance the beauty of who 
we are as a church family. They will bring 
a colorful diversity of insights, values, 
creativity, and compassion to the mission 
of NPC. Join me in praying for them and 
congratulating them for staying the course 
and demonstrating their “endurance” 
when they state their faith and seek 
membership on Sunday, May 1, 2022.  =

of Elders in April to seek membership. 
Topics have included the Trinity, the Old 
Testament, the New Testament, basic 
church history, the Book of Confessions, 
and the Book of Order. They have had 
guest teachers such as Carol McDonald 
and Cheryl Plunkett, our current Clerk 
of Session. They attended the Annual 
Congregational Meeting in January 
to hear, firsthand, the many ways that 
our church operates and the leadership 
of many staff and members. They 
participated that day in something new 
that was meant to help them engage with 
the agenda and those leading the meeting. 
They were each given a clipboard and 
worksheet (aka “scavenger hunt”) – to 
listen and observe some key people and 
committees that make up our church 
organization. Following the meeting, 
the youth met in Calvin Hall for a boxed 
lunch with their designated mentors.  
Their mentors were specifically selected Answers to Finding Gems images on pages  

4 and 5: 
1 – Archive room, balcony (looking through 

access door at skylights over ramp)
2 – Backstage Calvin Hall (looking into medical 

equipment storage room)
3 – Banner storerojohnsampom, balcony 

(looking through hanging banners toward 
Kessler)

4 – Basement passageway (looking south to 
tower across from elevator)

5 – Sanctuary (looking at the Joyful Noise Pail 
stand and chain)

6 – Calvin Hall stage (looking at overhead stage 
lighting)

7 – Sanctuary (looking at end-of-pew candle 
bracket)

8 – Chapel (looking up at screened loft)
9 – Sanctuary northeast entrance (looking a 

name badge rack)
10 – Gathering Place (looking at 1966 

cornerstone near coffee bar)
11 – Craft room (looking down at paper roll 

and stools)
12 – Calvin Hall kitchen (looking at 

dishwashing equipment)
13 – Pre-school hallway (looking at child’s coat 

hook)
14 – Narthex east closet (looking at stored aisle 

candle units)
15 – Sunday school supply room (looking west 

to playground and Ralston)
16 – Indoor “playground” on 2nd floor 

(looking down slide)
17 – Chapel loft stairs (looking south through 

access door to choir wing attic) 
18 – Deactivated elevator (looked to side 

entrance from Ralston)
19 – Outside office door (looking through 

multiple windows to coffee bar)
20 – Back stairwell to balcony (looking up at 

trap door access to sanctuary attic)
21 – Shower room, lower level (looking at 

shower controls)
22 – Hallway outside kitchen (looking at 

ceiling lights along Calvin Hall west wall)
23 – Room east of kitchen annex (looking at 

stored round tables)
24 – Original church entryway (looking at 

doors from Ralston into chapel)
25 – Balcony east end (looking down through 

window to south parking lot entryway)
26 – Youth room, lower level (looking at 

furnishings and floor tiles)

Confirmation class meets with Rev. Dave Smazik
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On Friday, February 11th, Northminster’s Sound & Spirit program 
hosted two-time Grammy nominee bluegrass band Special 
Consensus. We had a full house for the band, which celebrated 
both its 45th anniversary and their International Bluegrass Music 
Association 2020 Song of the Year.
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