
                                               April 2020 

                              
____________________________________________________                                                         
 

Covenant of Closure from Teri 

A huge THANK YOU to everyone for making my ministry at Northminster so enjoyable and my 
departure so tolerable.  I have never been good at goodbyes, but I do want you to know how 
much I appreciate each and every one of you. 
                           

Now that I am gone, I need to remind you of something.  The Session and I both signed a 
Covenant of Closure that says I will stay out of Northminster and no longer serve you in any 
pastoral capacity.  This agreement is not intended to be punitive in any way.  It is meant to give 
your new pastor the full opportunity to serve as your pastor. 
 

If I insert myself back in your lives for a wedding or a funeral it leaves little room for a new 
pastor to build that pastoral relationship with you and your family.  As much as I love you, as 
much as I am going to miss you, I am not going to get in the way of your new pastor.  That 
would not be fair to your pastor or to you. 

So, know you are loved and missed.  I will continue to pray for you and celebrate with you in 
spirit.  You have a great future ahead, rejoice and be glad in it! 

Blessings,  Teri 

Worship with us online 

While the building is officially closed, you can still participate in worship.  We will continue to 
offer worship online through live-streaming at 11am each Sunday.  If you can’t join us at 11, 
you can view the service recording later in the week.  You can also download the Sunday 
bulletin and follow along during worship.  Go to our website (www.northminster-indy.org) and 
scroll down to the middle of the home page. 

Ways to give 

Giving online is easy and convenient.  Go to the website, click on “Give” at the top of the page, 
or scroll down to the bottom of any of our pages.  Checks can be mailed to the church office as 
usual.  Contact Lori Schlabach to set up automatic giving from your checking account or credit 
card.   

How to contact the church staff 

Go to the church website, click on “Menu” and then “Staff”.  Click on the person’s picture that 
you wish to reach, and their email address will show.  Or you can call the church office at 317-
251-9489.  Though we are working remotely, a staff person will be checking messages, Monday 
through Friday, from 9am to 5pm.  You can use the ShelbyNext Membership Online Directory to 
connect with NPC staff and members. Go to www.northminster-indy.org, click Menu, and then 
Member Resources to get the ShelbyNext app.  In case of a pastoral emergency, call Pastor 
Ruth Moore, at 317-251-9489, extension 14. 
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Message from Ruth Moore, Associate Pastor 

I write this message on Monday night, March 23rd, so by the time you get it the information will 
probably have changed. But I want to stay in touch even as Gov Holcomb has ordered all 
Hoosiers to stay at home. 

How are you doing? I have been praying for all of you each day. And I ask for your prayers for 
our church, its staff, and its leadership teams.  

Volunteer callers have begun their work and will be in touch with you, so please let them know 
of your needs. If you do not get a phone call and need assistance please let the church know. 
We have people who will cook and deliver meals, pick up and deliver groceries or do a 
pharmacy run. 

Unfortunately, I know we do not have current phone numbers for many of you. Please help us 
update our membership database by changing your contact info in ShelbyNext or emailing 
Susan Glant at the church at sglant@northminster-indy.org (please do one or the other, not 
both). Our website – under Menu, and Member Resources tells you how to get the ShelbyNext 
app so you can stay in touch with church members. 

Many of you have asked how you can help. Here are some practical suggestions: Fill out the 
volunteer form on our website. Call your church friends and keep in touch with them. If you knit 
or crochet make a prayer shawl that we can give someone. We will not be able to deliver Easter 
flowers to the homebound this year.  So, we would love some Easter cards and spring flower 
pictures from our artists, children and youth that we can send – mail them to the church. Share 
your videos of where you are seeing God present and at work in your lives. Write down your 
prayers, your laments, your joys, your funny moments, your experiences of kindness and send 
them to us. Record songs or hymns that we can pass on. Read a book out loud that we can send 
our children. Let me know other ways that we can stay in touch and encourage and support one 
another. 

Two mission partners that we support have reached out to me, Gleaners and Dayspring Center. 
You can go to their websites to see how you can help. Dayspring needs groceries and other 
supplies and Gleaners needs healthy volunteers to pack boxes for those who are coming to 
them for food. The unsheltered, the poor and the hungry are so vulnerable right now. These are 
essential services and you can still help these organizations.  

We will continue to stream our worship services at 11 am as long as a few of us can gather in 
the church building. Maybe by the time you receive this newsletter we will be worshipping in 
my living room, who knows! We will continue to mail out sermons and bulletins to our 
homebound members and let us know if you would like to be added to that list. Your church 
staff is working remotely, but we will get your emails and voicemails, so keep in touch.  

I grieve the loss of worshipping in community with all of you. It breaks my heart that we will not 
be together in person to celebrate the good news of Easter. But the message remains. We are 
people of the resurrection. We are people of hope. We are people who know that God is with 
us and for us in these difficult times. Let us be confident in our faith and continue to reach out 
to each other with Christ’s love.  

Stay in touch and love,   Ruth                 
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